
YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATIONS

E
as

t 
P

o
rt

la
nd

 N
ei

g
hb

o
rs

, I
nc

.
10

17
N

E
 1

17
th

 A
ve

nu
e

P
o

rt
la

nd
, O

R
 9

72
20

OCTOBER 2016 - JANUARY 2017                                               News about East Portland Neighborhoods vol. 21 issue 4 

Enjoy
our free

community
newsletter!

Enjoy
our free

community
newsletter!

Inside
this issue

DMA Fest of
Nations

page 6
Friends
of Trees

page 7

ARGAY TERRACE
Neighborhood Association

CENTENNIAL
Community Association

GLENFAIR
Neighborhood Association

HAZELWOOD
Neighborhood Association

LENTS
Neighborhood Association

MILL PARK
Neighborhood Association

PARKROSE HEIGHTS
Association of Neighbors

PARKROSE
Neighborhood Association

PLEASANT VALLEY
Neighborhood Association

POWELLHURST-GILBERT
Neighborhood Association

RUSSELL
Neighborhood Association

WILKES
Community Group

WOODLAND PARK
Neighborhood Association

Urban
Opportunity

page 10

Humane Society focused on pets, the
nurse talked about assisting elderly and
disabled community members, and the
attorney answered legal questions and

advocated keeping important documents
online for safety and accessibility. 
“We have three members who are inter-
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New NET member Judy Matsumoto, and established volunteer Amy Provenzola, both
from the Pleasant Valley neighborhood, show off their “NET Packs” at the outer East
Portland earthquake-preparedness event.

Are you
prepared
for a
disaster?

continued on page 2

Remodel at
Rosewood
Community
Center

By Jenny Glass

The Rosewood Initiative
operates Rosewood
Community Center located
at SE 162nd Ave and Stark
Street in far outer East
Portland. 
We opened in spring 2013

as a neighborhood space
where community members
can come to interact with
one another, work on proj-
ects and feel safe.

By Karen Hubbard

When PVNA folks first heard this question,
asking if we, as neighbors, were really prepared
for a disaster, we thought to ask Multnomah
County Emergency Management Coordinator
Steve Bullock to help us get ready for emergen-
cies.
We soon realized we had embarked on a jour-

ney of emergency preparation. Steve agreed to
return, and we partnered with our local
Brookside neighbors, Neighborhood
Emergency Teams (NET) and Leach Botanical
Gardens to host an event we called Quake It
Forward on August 6th. Fifteen presenters
shared resources and supplies for not just “the
disaster” but to “survive and thrive” after the
disaster! 
More than 40 folks learned how to gather low

cost supplies to make their kit, consider key
items for safe water, heat, food and shelter. The

By Richard Dickinson
Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association

Long-time residents of the
Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighbor-
hood will tell you that our com-
munity has changed dramati-
cally, especially since 1996
when our area was zoned for a
significant increase in density
as part of the Outer Southeast
Community Plan. Once a
bucolic setting where neigh-
bors waved to each other as
they passed, the increase in
density that has ensued has
challenged the social fabric of
our area. 
Many residents who liked the

rural feel we once had, fled to
the countryside, and we experi-
enced an influx of new neigh-
bors, many who do not share a
common language or cultural
traditions. Our new neighbors

bring an incredible cultural rich-
ness to the Powellhurst-Gilbert
Neighborhood, yet redevelop-
ing the overarching social
structures and finding the abili-
ty to share this new diversity

with each other has been a
challenge. 
For a long time it seemed as

though life, or the City, was
conspiring against us. It felt as

Powellhurst-Gilbert, a community in transition 

Photo by Richard Dickinson 

Young artists from Free Arts NW work with RACC-sponsored artist
Nick Goettling to paint the mural on the 136th street retaining wall.

continued on page 3 continued on page 3



East Portland Neighbors,
Inc. distributes the East
Portland Neighborhood
News for free. The goal of
this newspaper is to build
our community voice
through publicizing the
activities and efforts of
neighbors in East Portland.
EPNN is produced by the
community, for the commu-
nity. Most of the articles are
written by volunteers and
the responsibility for the
content is that of the
authors. Corrections are
made when the need is
clearly indicated, but East
Portland Neighbors, Inc.
does not verify the accuracy
of the statements. East
Portland Neighbors, Inc.
reserves the right to reject
submissions. 
If you have a community

event or public activity of
general interest to East
Portland residents, we would
like to include it in our paper.
We welcome your submis-
sions; they should not
exceed 350 words, photos
are encouraged. The paper is
published four times a year,
February, April, July, and
October. Deadline for next
issue is January 5th, 2017.
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Thank you
for helping
us distribute
the EPNN!
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The East Portland Neighborhood News is funded, in
part by a grant from the City of Portland, Office of
Neighborhood Involvement.

We welcome your
comments and suggestions.
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ested in – in fact have passion
for – getting people organized
with the earthquake awareness
program, they were the ones
who were instrumental in put-
ting this on,” commented PVNA
Board Member Dale Shetler.
Volunteers also began a neigh-

borhood mapping project with
12 block leaders to locate criti-
cal resources in our neighbor-
hood, which will strengthen the
fabric of our community. 
Judy Matsumoto, a Pleasant

Valley neighbor, graduated from
NET training in June and works
as a language pathologist at
Woodstock Elementary School.
“I take time to volunteer as a
NET member, because we have

some elderly people on our
street – and so, felt it was impor-
tant to learn about this,”
explained Matsumoto. “And,
because I work in a school, I
thought it was important for me
to have good information about
how to handle emergencies,
such as earthquakes.”

“To encourage people to join
NET, I tell them it’s a lot of fun,”
Matsumoto said. “You learn a
lot of great information. More
importantly, you could save a
life – or you could save many
lives.”
To learn more about

Neighborhoo   d Emergency
Teams, organized by the
Portland Bureau of Emergency

ARE YOU PREPARTED FOR A DISASTER? continued from page 1

Management, see their official
webpage: www.portlandore-

gon.gov/pbem/31667.

Pleasant Valley
NET member
Amy Provenzola
remarks that
having a multi-
tool, like the one
she’s holding,
it’s easy to turn
off gas and
water.

© 2016 David F.
Ashton/East Portland
News.com donated
use image

By Barb Klinger
Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood

Association

(PGNA) held their annual

National Night Out (NNO) event
on Saturday, July 30that Earl
Boyles Park. Working with
Portland Parks and Recreation

(PPR) we selected the movie
“Hotel Transylvania 2” and the
music styling of the band,
Echoes of Yasgurs The cost of
paying for the movie and the
band are shared between PPR
and PGNA. 
Once again, the PGNA donat-

ed funds toward the cost of the
event. Additionally, this year
the Midway Business
Association sponsored PGNA
with a donation. We thank both
for their contributions and sup-
port in helping make this event
successful.
We also thank Mall 205 Target

and employees for the dona-
tion of two bicycles, one for
boy and another for a girl, plus
helmets for a free raffle. Two
lucky kids won bikes that day.
Also a big thank you to KingPins
and employees from their new
for coming out and sharing your
portable bowling alleys, to

Safeway on 122nd Avenue and
Burger King on Division Street
for the ice they donated. And,

we also thank the tablers who
once again came to meet our

continued on page 3

Powellhurst-Gilbert Celebrates
Eighth Annual National Night Out

© 2016 David F. Ashton/East Portland News.com donated use images

These East Portland Rovers volunteers making snow cones are sisters
Brittaney Hopper and Kaetlynne Hopper, from the Mill Park neighbor-
hood.

Portland’s “pupusa queen”, Blanca Hernandez from Salvador,
demonstrates how to makes pupusas, and lets folks have a taste.
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Advertise in the
East Portland Neighborhood News

Direct mailed to over 7,000 homes
of East Portland residents.

(East of I-205 & within Portland City Limits) 

For information on advertising, contact: epnan@epno.org, 503-823-4550.

POWELLHURST-GILBERT
CELEBRATES
EIGHTH ANNUAL
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

continued from page 2

POWELLHURST-GILBERT,
A COMMUNITY IN
TRANSITION continued from page 1

REMODEL AT ROSEWOOD
COMMUNITY CENTER continued from page 1

neighbors, including the
Portland Humane Society,
Friends of Powell Butte,
Portland Bureau of
Transportation and many more. 
And to the members of the East

Portland Rovers, thank you for
your help in organizing and vol-
unteering – we are a great team.
As we work on next year’s

event, we will strive to make an
impact on the community and
also keep it fun. At times we ask
our selves, why do we do this? 
Several years ago, Tom Barnes

who started the PGNA's NNO
event, wrote an email to the
organizers about why he does
this. 

Barnes told how, at the end of
one event a lady with two small
children approached him and
thanked him, saying, “I'm dying
and cannot afford to take my
kids out, so this free event was a
blessing to me and my kids”.
“That makes it all worthwhile

and this is why we do it” Barnes
said.
If you are interested in getting

involved in your PGNA commu-
nity please contact
pgnaboard@gmail.com. The
next general meeting is on
Monday, November 14 at Ron
Russell Middle School from 7 –
9pm; light refreshments will be
provided.

© 2016 David F. Ashton/East Portland News.com donated use image

Performing at the Powellhurst-Gilbert event is Echoes of Yasgurs,
offering tight three-part harmony while playing classic acoustic/elec-
tric rock music.

though we were experiencing
few of the benefits of density
and growth and many of the lia-
bilities: an increase in traffic,
pedestrian fatalities, deteriorat-
ing streets, a lack of sidewalks,
a huge increase in poverty,
overburdened schools, fewer
grocery stores, more homi-
cides, and pervasive homeless-
ness.
Yet the tide is changing, and

we have the potential to trans-
form our community into some-
thing better. These days I’ve
noticed people greeting each
other more while on the
Springwater Corridor and in
Powell Butte. I’ve seen families
from countless cultures inter-
acting at Gilbert Heights
Elementary School’s opening
night. Despite the rain, I saw
many people enjoying scrump-
tious food and dancing at
Division Midway Alliance’s
recent “Festival of the Nations”. 
The future social fabric of our

Powellhurst-Gilbert community
depends on how we engage
with each other, that we find
ways to share our rich diversity,
and how we organize with each
other to improve the quality of
our lives. I invite and encourage
you to reach out to your neigh-
bors and say “hi”, become
involved with your child’s
school, engage with your busi-
ness association, and consider
participating on the board of
your neighborhood associa-
tion.
We need you to help make our

neighborhood a better place! 
Our next Powellhurst-Gilbert

Neighborhood Association
Meeting will be focused on
earthquake preparedness, both
individually and as a community. 
Date: Monday, November

14th, 2016 7pm-9pm 
Place: Ron Russell Middle

School, 3955 SE 112th,
Portland, OR 97266 

Rosewood builds
capacity in the neigh-
borhood by helping
people learn useful
skills and by connect-
ing friends, partners
and resources. 
At the center, neigh-

bors have the oppor-
tunity to participate in
numerous activities
such as Zumba,
dance camps, bike
repair, as well as

access employment
and skills building
resources through our
many partnerships. 
We will have a

groundbreaking cere-
mony scheduled for
mid-November that
will kick off a crowd-
funding campaign to
raise the final dollars
for construction. The
Rosewood communi-
ty is looking forward

to fixing up the center
to increase our
impact! 
The remodel will cre-

ate a computer lab
and a multitude of
new programming, it
will allow room for
more on-site part-
ners, and create des-
ignated meeting
spaces, all while
maintaining the magic
of the open space

that is Rosewood.
Stop by to see us

during open hours,
Monday thru Friday
10am-6pm at 16126
SE Stark or call us at
503-208-2562 for
more ways to be
involved. 
More information

about The Rosewood
Initiative can be found
at rosewoodinitia-
tive.org.

Photo by Chris Tabacchi

Over 1,000 neighbors and partners coming together for our 3rd Annual Rosewood National Night Out
last August!

By Elan Eichler

Morpheus Youth Project (MYP)
is currently looking for communi-
ty members to join their board.
MYP is a non-profit located at
SE 122nd Plaza that works with
underserved and incarcerated
youth in the Portland area.
Recent programs include an art
and dance workshop for high
school students, a breakdancing

program at Donald E. Long
Juvenile Detention Center and a
podcast project in collaboration
with KBOO community radio. 
Board members are expected

to participate in monthly board
meetings and help fundraise for
the organization. Board mem-
bers fundraise in many different
ways, such as hosting small con-
certs or setting up an online auc-

tion. 
This is an opportunity to

become more involved in the
lives of youth in your community.
By serving on the board, you are
helping to shape the direction
and impact of an organization.
You can contact Morpheus’
Executive Director, Carlos
Chavez, to learn more:
carlos@morpheusyouth.org.

Morpheus Youth Project seeks mentors
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By Annette Stanhope

The Parkrose Neighborhood
Association (PNA) hosted its
2nd combined National Night
Out / Movie in the Park on
Sunday, July 31 this year at
Parkrose High School’s upper
soccer field. The weather was
gorgeous, and we had several
organizations help pull off this
community event. 
The PNA would first like to

thank the following organiza-
tions for their monetary and/or
in-kind donations. We could not
have created this event without
their support: 
Parkrose School District 

Elmer’s 
St. Francis 24-Hour Animal
Hospital 
Pacific NW Federal Credit
Union 
Aaron’s 
Parkrose Business
Association 
Burgerville 
Gresham Ford 
Special thank you goes to

Portland Police Bureau North
Precinct Officer Jason Jones
who arranged several police
officers and two police cars to
be on site. Also thanks to
Commander George Burke for
making a special appearance. 

And last, but most definitely
not least, the PNA could not
have done this without the
help of the East Portland
Rovers. The Rovers are com-
prised of volunteers from sev-
eral East Portland neighbor-
hoods, and we share supplies
and volunteer time in order to
host several National Nights
Out and Movies in the Park in
East Portland every summer.
The Rovers are always seek-
ing new volunteers—please
contact Rovers coordinator
Barb Klinger for information

on how to get involved. To
contact Barb Klinger please
use this email address
BKli515497@aol.com.
Want to learn more about the

PNA and its work? 
The next meeting is Tuesday,

October 18, at 7:00 p.m. at the
Russellville Grange (12105 NE
Prescott St.) No formal meet-
ings in November and
December, but there will be a
potluck on Tuesday,  November
16pm at the Grange.
Watch our website for

details: parkrose.eastport-

land.org. Or, email Annette
Stanhope at parkroseneigh-
bors@gmail.com to get on the
email list. 

Parkrose neighbors say “Thank You”
for National Night Out 

The Goetke family enjoys a picnic before Monsters Inc. begins. 

Paul Battram from Circus
Cascadia helps a girl walk the
tightrope. 

Kate Coenen from Historic Parkrose, Annette Stanhope, PNA Chair,
and Commander George Burke from North Precinct take a pause for
the camera.

By Alesia Reese

Saturday, September 17th the
neighborhood of Woodland
Park experienced a complete
loss in electricity due to a trans-
former malfunction. Every
month is “Emergency
Preparedness Month” – get
those supplies handy and
ready. We had candles and
flashlights, but did we have the
batteries to match? Did we
have ways to heat the milk in a
baby bottle?

Get prepared NOW!
Residents of Woodland Park

were provided an opportunity
to have a ‘yard debris-only’
clean up in April. While a new

activity, participation was less
than anticipated. Thoughts indi-
cate the yard debris only
cleanup be held every two to
three years. 
Annual Bulky Waste

Neighborhood Clean-up was
held on Saturday, October 1st.
As more groups use a clean-up
for outreach and safety, the
funds are distributed to allow
groups, not just neighborhoods
to provide clean-up opportuni-
ties. 
Families continue to move to

East Portland due to Portland
housing costs and East
Portland school districts. As
families new to East Portland
enter the area, a comprehen-

sive list of East Portland Parks,
trails and open spaces has
been created.
Collaborating with East

Portland Parks Coalition, the
Portland Park Bureau has gen-
erated a DVD of those parks
east of 82nd Avenue (generally). 
As homeless issue continues

to pose safety and health chal-
lenges for East Portland neigh-
bors, one cannot dismiss the
issue of homelessness to
worldwide. Steps can be taken
locally to impact the circum-
stances. Making homelessness
a crime fails to address the
deep and complicated issue:
mental health care, drug and
alcohol addiction and employ-

ment limitations. 
Regional leadership on the

challenges to livability, educa-
tion and public safety are
expected by area residents. Be
alert to vacant homes, over-
grown landscaping and aban-

doned cars, they can represent
challenges for neighborhoods. 
With the temperature chang-

ing, darkness growing and
more kids playing-be careful
and watch out for our neigh-
bors. 

Woodland Park notes

By Kate Coenen

The Parkrose Business
Association and Historic
Parkrose are establishing a
new Halloween tradition in the
neighborhood with their sec-
ond annual Trunk or Treat
event.
Trunk or Treat will be held the

afternoon before Hallowe’en,
on Sunday, October 30, from
4:00 to 6:00 pm at Parkrose
High School, located at 12003
NE Shaver Street. A costume
contest will be held at 5:00 p.m. 
During Trunk or Treat, local

businesses bring Halloween-
decorated cars to the Parkrose

High School parking lot, creat-
ing a fun and safe place for chil-
dren in the neighborhood to go
trick-or-treating. 
Last year’s Trunk or Treat was

the first ever organized by the
Parkrose Business Association
and Historic Parkrose, and it
was a rousing success. More
than 25 different businesses and
community organizations
braved the pouring rain to hand
out candy to more than 700
trick-or-treaters. 
For more information about

Trunk or Treat, or to get involved,
contact us at parkrosetrunko-
rtreat@gmail.com.

Parkrose businesses host
2nd Annual ‘Trunk or Treat’
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Call to Report Graffiti
503-823-4TAG (4824)

bl k h

Jim Blatt
Wilkes Community Group 

On Saturday, August 6, 300-
400 members of the Wilkes
community celebrated
National Night Out at Wilkes
Park (NE 154th and Beech
St.) along with our Movie in
the Park, The Goonies.
Festivities kicked off at 5:00
with tablers from local busi-
nesses and organizations
offering information, games
and demonstrations. 

Free sno-cones and popcorn
were available, as well as
food for purchase from sever-
al vendors. Many revelers
were seen with their faces
decorated by Roberta and
Kilee, the two face painters in
attendance. Many wild bal-
loon animals were also seen
roaming the park along with
various balloon swords, hats,
and flowers, all created by
Gentle Biff the clown.
The more adventurous got a

birds-eye view of the park from
the top of the climbing wall.
Music was provided by
Passionfruit, a local melodic
afro-rhythm band. 
At the end of September,

contractors fenced off a sec-
tion of Wilkes Park (see
accompanying photo) in
preparation to start construc-
tion of a “Portland Loo” near
where Beech Ct. dead-ends at
the west side of the park. The
work is expected to be com-

pleted in November. There will
be no access to the park from
Beech Ct. during this time. 
The playground and basket-

ball court are expected to
remain open; however, access
to the basketball court may be
limited to the north entrance to
the park from the Village
Garden Apartments. 
Saturday, November 5:

Wilkes will be holding its annu-
al “Community Clean-up” at
Margaret Scott Elementary

School (NE 147th and
Sacramento St.). 
We will be collecting bulky

waste from 9:00 AM to 1:00
PM, though we will close early
if the drop boxes are full. There
will be one drop box reserved
for yard debris. We will also be
accepting, metal, electronics,
and tires for recycle. 

Wilkes Community looks forward to new ‘Loo’
Photo by Kathi Holmes

Neighbors listen to “Passionfruit” at Wilkes National Night Out.

By Arlene Kimura 

The East Portland Rovers
were doing their best to help
East Portland celebrate com-
munity this past spring and

summer. 
We, along with many others,

helped cleanups in the spring.
These cleanups included the
Parkrose/ Parkrose
Heights/Faithful Savior Church
cleanup in April and the Mill
Park/Centennial cleanup in
May. In between cleanups, a
group of Rovers marched in the
82nd Avenue of Roses parade. 
Then, Rovers moved to

National Neighbor Night Out
with Movies in the Park during
the first part of August.
Powellhurst-Gilbert had their
event at Earl Boyles Park with
Biff the Clown, local face
painters and lots of tablers and
lots of kids. Parkrose had
Circus Cascadia at the high

school field. The event at Mill
Park had Audubon Portland
bringing a kestrel and a great
horned owl at Mill Park for all to
see. Centennial did their neigh-
bor night out with movie at
Alder School, cooperatively
with the City of Gresham-
Rockwood to the delight of
approximately 500 people. The
Wilkes Community Group had a
great event and movie at Wilkes
Park. 
Finally, we are getting ready to

start 2017 with a Rovers
Facebook page and have
established an account with
East Portland Neighbors. 
Many thanks to all the Rovers,

and supporters, for your dedi-
cation to this community.

Rovers help celebrate community with their support

Rovers Rearranging the
Amenities: Moving the handi-
capped port-a-potty to where
handicapped people are actually
sitting is Trevor Hopper and Tom
Barnes. This is at the Alder
School grounds on August 4th.
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By Richard Mohley
Wilkes Community Group

Volunteers with our neighborhood
association, Wilkes Community Group,
helped finalize the six-year-long
Portland Parks & Recreation Urban
Forestry Tree Count.
The purpose was to promote tree

health on Portland’s right of ways. 

Volunteers took free tree identification
training, and then, recorded the
species, health and location of more
than 150,000 trees.
It was a lot of fun, educational and

interesting, despite the rain.

Wilkes completes
tree inventory

Group works with the “Tree Inventory” during September, in Wilkes Park.

Measuring trees is part of conducting
the Wilkes “Tree Inventory”.

By Ron Glanville

Recently neighbors on the
website Nextdoor revealed
some of their favorite places to
eat in East Portland. Perhaps
some of these are your
favorites, too, or you may wish
to try new places!

Pizza and Pub
Bistro 23 at 5530 NE 122nd
Ave. 
Flying Pie Pizzeria - SE Stark
and 78th 
Gyro Town at 8243 SE Division
St. 
East Glisan Pizza Lounge at
8001 NE Glisan St.
Bridge City Taproom at 620
SE 122nd Ave, corner of
122nd & Stark 
The Wooden Chicken at
12500 NE Sandy Blvd.

Asian Restaurants
The Thai Garden cart at 102nd
& Stark 
Chai Thai on SE Stark at about
141
Pho Van on 82nd near Mill St.
Siam Grill, 10355 NE Halsey
SaBa Thai on 132nd and NE
Sandy

Takahashi on 103rd and SE
Holgate
Thai Fresh 8409 SE Division St
Banh Mi Nam Loc at 328 SE
82nd Ave.
Paitong Thai Cuisine at 8000
NE Glisan St.
Bui Natural Tofu on NE Glisan
and 76th 
Teriyaki restaurant near 122nd
and Glisan
Yuki & Song Japanese
Restaurant 4240 NE 122nd
Ave.

Hispanic Restaurants
Tortilleria Y Tienda De Leon, at
NE 162 and Glisan
Casa del Sol on SE Division
and 143.
Taqueria Antojitos Yucateco at
SE Stark at 102nd
Taqueria La Prima, cart at NE
Halsey and 125th
La Cubana 3405 SE 82nd 

I love that all these recom-
mendations are for small
restaurants or food carts. The
food scene in East Portland is
changing for the better, get out
and support these restaurants. 
Now, I am really hungry!

Explore what east
Portland offers for
great eats By Ann Ereline

Despite the heavy rain, the
Festival of Nations beamed
with smiling faces, said Lorelei
Young, the volunteer chair-
woman of the event. “Cha Cha
the Clown kept the youth, and
the young at heart in high spir-
its.” 

The event on that rainy and a
bit chilly Saturday, September
17, celebrated the diversity of
outer Southeast Portland and
was organized by the Division
Midway Alliance (DMA). 
“DMA thanks the sponsors,

vendors, entertainers, volun-
teers and community members

who braved the rain to come
out and support this year’s
Festival of Nations,” said Lori
Boisen, DMA’s district manager.
“The best part of all was that all
day long people were singing
and dancing – in the rain.”
Plenty of community members

Rain dampens festival but
not spirits 

continued on page 8
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By Arlene Kimura
Hazelwood Neighborhood Association

Parks in Hazelwood 
We had four concerts at

Ventura Park, along with a 2-
day Slavic Festival. Everyone
had a great time. The concerts
had an average attendance of
about 600 people and the
Slavic Festival had approxi-
mately 10,000 people over the
two days. 
The updates and improve-

ments to Ventura Park should
be occurring over the next year,
with a permanent Portland Loo,
new playground equipment and

some additional art. 
Gateway Discovery Park is

under construction. The work is
visible through the fence; com-
pletion is scheduled for
October, 2017. 

Active Transportation 
The City is doing more with

pedestrian connections and
cycling improvements to imple-
ment active transportation
options. 
Along with Tri-Met, the City is

making crossing improvements
to the 122nd Avenue and
Prescott. The bus line, now Line
73, will go from 94th and Foster

to the Parkrose Transit Center
every 15 minutes during the
weekday. 
There is a longer-term project,

with scheduled future funding,
for improved bikeways/ pedes-
trian connections concurrent
with improvements to Bus
Lines 77 and 20. 

Halsey/Weidler Commercial
Corridor Improvements 
Improvements are occurring

today. The Portland Bureau of
Transportation is making
upgrades to many intersections
along the corridor. 
Retail businesses, Food Fight

(vegan grocery) and Jet Black
(coffee shop with seating) are in
the process of remodeling and
getting their City of Portland
land use review and permits.
Technically those businesses
are in Parkrose Heights, across
Halsey Street. Namaste (Indian
restaurant on 103rd and Halsey)
is looking to be open in
September. 

Land Use/Housing 
There are two new housing

projects of size for Hazelwood.
One is on Stark Street between
126th and 127th. The other is at
120th and 122nd on Burnside.

Both projects are being built by
Central City Concerns. The
organization came out to the
Hazelwood meeting on
September 19th and talked to
neighbors about the projects
and the outcomes. Members of
the David Douglas School
Board asked that the organiza-
tion work with the school dis-
trict staff on issues, which
Central City agreed to do. 
Hazelwood’s next meeting is

on November 21st, 6:30 PM at
1017 NE 117th.

Hazelwood Happenings – fall 2016
A crowd enjoying a fun evening listening to the 8-10 Tracey Fordyce Band.

By Ron Glanville
Russell Neighborhood Association 

Recently our neighborhood
had a caravan of RV’s and per-
sons living in vehicles along
San Rafael from 122nd
Avenue to about 124th
Avenue. This is a major com-
mercial area and transit area
around our largest grocery
store Winco, as well as adja-
cent to Portland Christian
High School. 
The encampment became

too large to accommodate the
area and many residents
wrote and called city authori-
ties to complain. There was a
meeting about the problem
which was attended by
Captain King of the Portland
Police Bureau’s East Precinct
and Celeste Carey of the
Portland Crime Prevention
team. With the help of
Portland Bureau of
Transportation ticketing the
RV’s they moved to other
areas. This is an ongoing

problem within the city and
especially outer East Portland. 
We lack the support and

infrastructure needed to find a
place for people to live, and
they are allowed to camp or
park wherever until they are
chased out. 
It is a terrible “catch 22.” This

is an unending cycle which
leaves the homeless persons
on a downward spiral. Clean
up Springwater Trail Corridor,
and the problem moves to a
new neighborhood. It creates
frustration and conflict with
the neighborhoods and with
the homeless. 
We are turning people who

are struggling to survive into a
new criminal class, we are
criminalizing impoverished
persons. Current policy is so
ineffective, that it seems to be
the cause of much of the
problem. Who has the answer,
it is not evident. We must find
a solution soon, we hope the
new mayor has a plan.

Russell Reports
fall of 2016 By Andrew Land

Sr. Neighborhood Tree Specialist,
Friends of Trees 

It’s that time of year: Friends
of Trees is gearing up for plant-
ing season to begin as soon as
trees go dormant and we’re
spreading the word that we

need a few good leaders.
Every planting team that hits
the streets is lead by a Crew
Leader, who’s trained on the
details of how to plant a tree
properly so that it not only sur-
vives by thrives. 
East Portland has seen a

huge number of trees planted
in recent years, which has
been largely a joint effort
between the Bureau of
Environmental Services and
Friends of Trees. 

Friends of Trees’ Crew Leader Trainings
coming up soon

continued on page 9
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By Ron Clemenson
Forum Moderator and Member

Centennial Community Assn.

On Tuesday, August 23rd, at
our third annual Public Safety

Forum, held and sponsored by
Savage Memorial Presbyterian
Church, we opened our
Fellowship Hall doors to the

public and the media to come
and hear from a panel of elect-
ed, public safety, and advo-
cates for the homeless and how
to come to grips with all the
many issues related to this cri-
sis in out midst here in East
Portland, Gresham, and
Multnomah County.
The goal of the forum was to

come together to hear from
those charged with dealing with
it all and they included
Commissioner Dan Saltzman,
City of Portland; Counselor Lori
Stegmann, City of Gresham;
Multnomah County Sheriff Mike
Reese; Lt. Craig Morgan,
Portland Police Bureau East
Precinct; Shannon Erskine,
Assistant District Attorney with
Multnomah County District
Attorney’s Office; Marc Jolin,
Initiative Director of "A Home
For Everyone”;" Mike Davis of
“Knowing Me Ministries”, a
member of East Portland

Neighborhood Coalition; and,
Celeste Carey, Crime
Prevention Coordinator, East
Portland, Office of
Neighborhood Involvement.
The panel addressed many if

not most of the questions sur-
rounding the homelessness cri-
sis in outer East Portland, and
what local governments are
doing to combat this critical
issue. The answers were as var-
ied as the questions, ranging
from housing options already
some in place and others on the
table for action and readying for
the short and long term needs of
many people. 
The about 140 people attending

the forum learned that the needs
of the homeless vary from those
in mental health situations, to
drugs and alcohol, to families
with no where to go and no
money for rent, which is now a
major problem for low income
folks. 
All of these issues require more

than just talk and concern; they
also need the full awareness and
funding to do what is needed to
help those who need it the most! 

It will take the full meaning of "all
hands of deck" in action, to do
what is needed here, and the
message that came out of the
forum, was this: it will take all of
us, working together to turn
things around and do what is
necessary to deal with this
human crisis. 
And yes, there may be a bond

measure to come to us this fall, to
get more low income housing out
there, said Marc Jolin. What ever
it takes, as a concerned and car-
ing society, we must not lose
sight of those who need a helping
hand from those of us more for-
tunate. "But for the Grace of
God, there go I," comes to mind.
Let us think about this as we go

on in our daily lives and if you see
someone in desperate need, call
it in, do something that you will
be glad you did, not regretful
later, that you didn't. 
It behooves us all to be a part of

the solution, not just complain,
but do whatever we can to help
out. It works better for all of us we
do even the smallest things in
times of crisis, especially the
human ones!

Public Safety Forum

Homelessness and all its ramifications

Portland City Commissioner Dan Saltzman says there is a shortage of
low cost housing in the city, adding to the homeless crisis.

Representatives from Portland, Gresham and Multnomah County
await their turn to speak about homeless issues in outer East Portland. 

© 2016 David F. Ashton/East Portland News.com donated use images

People, from all walks of life, attend this forum.

By Deo Bastola

A number of members of the
Bhutanese community are
attending a weekly two hour
English Language Learning (ESL)
and Citizenship class. A few
class members have already
become citizens, and a couple of
people are taking the citizenship
exam soon. 
Teacher, Bernadette Dominguez

says that there are different levels
of English competency among
the students. For those with
good English reading, writing and
speaking skills, the civics portion
of the class comes easily. For

those who know little English,
especially for seniors with little
English proficiency, the goal of
achieving citizenship is more
challenging. 
That’s where the ESL portion of

the class, comes in. In this sec-
tion of the class, the goal is to
learn to speak, write, and read
basic English with a focus on cit-
izenship. 
One of the most important ben-

efits of a classroom setting is that
students support and help each
other. Those with greater English
proficiency generously help
those who are not as literate.

Another benefit of a classroom
setting is that students hear cor-
rect pronunciation by a native
English speaker. 
The Bhutanese refugees who

practice reading, speaking and
writing English in between class
sessions progress much more
quickly than those who limit
practice to class alone.
We, of the entire Bhutanese

community, give lots of thanks to
the funding support from the East
Portland Action Plan for support-
ing our ESL, Citizenship and
Childcare programs.

Bhutanese English Language
and Citizenship Classes

Students and teachers during a Bhutanese community English Language Learning and Citizenship class.

showed up for the
six-hour festival to
enjoy a cultural
potpourri of great
food and music
and fun and
games for kids of
all ages. 
“The Taste of

Nations tent and
food vendors were
the most popular
spot,” Young said.
The dishes show-
cased taste treats
from China,
M y a n m a r ,
Vietnam, Iraq and Russia. 
The entertainment was just as

multicultural, from crowd favorite
African ShowBoyz to Son de
Cuba, making their festival
debut. The crowd also enjoyed
the Paplotl Mexican Ballet, Noble
Ghim Band and dancers from

Myanmar, when not entertained
by break dancers or a taekwon-
do demonstration. While Gentle
Biff crafted balloon creatures for
kids, Cha Cha the Clown played
the crowd. 
As for the rain, it failed to stop

anyone from singing or dancing. 

FESTIVAL continued from page 6

Photo by Lorelei Young

“Cha Cha” the Clown joins in as youngsters dance
in the rain Sept. 17. The music from all corners of
the world kept all feet moving.
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Community Activity Fund Awardees 2016

Portland Chin Community, Chin National Day

New Birth Crew, East Portland 
Hip Hop Gathering

Center for African Immigrant and Refugees
of Oregon (CAIRO), Somali Parent Organizing 
or Education

$500

$500

$500

Chin National Day united our communities by celebrating and preserving our traditional culture. By
coming and standing together we are able to help each other to address issues we face as a
refugee community.

New Birth Crew is planning on having a gathering of the Hip-Hop community in East Portland. This
will be a unique get-together in which we’ll have food/drinks, music, dance, and also an exchange
of ideas on how to make an impact with youth voice/expression regarding unity, social stigma, and
betterment of the community as a whole. 

The purpose of this conference is in line with CAIRO’s efforts to organize, train and mobilize the
African immigrants and refugee parents as informed allies in the process of preparing their children
to achieve academic success. This workshop is also created with the intention to gather the col-
lective experience of all parents, with a view to forming a parent association group. 

African Youth and Community Organization
(AYCO), Education Advocacy Workshop

$290 Our goal is to help foster better academic success for youth through helping parents have closer
ties to their children’s schools. We want to help the community address inequities, and also gain
knowledge of cultural competency regarding Somali students. This program is needed to strength-
en community capacity by connecting Somali- Americans better to the education system.

Building One Man at a Time, 
Dia de los Muertos Celebration

$500 Building One Man at a Time will present a Dia de la Muretos celebration to the community. We
would like to help foster a community gathering to bring the diverse population of Rosewood
together around and annual celebration honoring the Hispanic, Latino/Latina culture. 

Zomi Association, USA, Zomi New Year $410 Zomi people celebrate our New Year festival every year in October. We partake dinner together and
have cultural dancing and singing. Our Honorable Guest will sermon the significance of our New
Year day to our people. 

Franklin Breakers,
Youth Breakdance Performance

$300 We will be working towards a performance with the help from a professional dance instructor. The
instructor will show us tactics in creating a routine and skills that would be useful in organizing a
dance routine. The performers/dancers will also be learning how to design and screen print our
very own Franklin Breakdance hats and/or shirts.

Morpheus Youth Project, 
Art Show: Extending Communities

$500 MYP’s proposal is a support request to host an art show featuring art work from young adults
incarcerated at MacLaren Youth Corrections and from East Portland MYP Students. This will be
the second time hosting this event. Our first art show was December of last year and it was a great
success that brought diverse communities together from inside and outside of youth corrections.

Kachin American Community (KAC), 
Kachin Culture and Language Classes

$500 This is a series of classes of Kachin American Community members. The focus is on Kachin cul-
ture and language. Some young people upon arriving here become leaders of their families but
sometimes they don’t know their culture. We hope by bringing the Kachin community together
they can learn and share and integrate with each other. Then cultural traditions will be passed to
the next generation. We think this will strengthen our Kachin community.

Classroom to Community (C2C), 
Sea to Sea Statewide Summit

$500 C2C seeks to host our first ever Asian Pacific Islander (API) Student Summit, which serves as a
student gathering to network and provide organizing and leadership skills to API students across
the state, but especially those students in SE Portland advocating for the needs of their community
in their institutions and at city, state, and federal levels of government. 

Myanmar Multi Culture Group, 
Myanmar Multi Culture Show

$500 As the number and diversity of Myanmar-born in the Portland has significantly increased in recent
years. In bringing together Myanmar’s diverse immigrant communities the members are exposed
to challenges and commonalities, and are able to serve as an information and referral network for
one another. This event is expected to provide direct service to individuals, conduct community-
level workshops and educational events to support participation in advocacy events with govern-
ment officials in the future. 

Organization & Project Awarded Amount Project Description

FRIENDS OF TREES
CREW LEADER continued from page 7

Yet still, only a handful of the
dozens of Portland neighbor-
hoods east of the Willamette
enjoy the many benefits pro-
vided by a dense and healthy
urban tree canopy. Cleaner air,
roots that drink up water and
keep our sewers from over-
flowing into the river during
large storm events, habitat for
native and migratory birds,
fruit, and shade are just a few
of the many benefits trees pro-
vide. 
Tree planting has been called

“the most direct action for an
individual to combat global
warming” and that’s not even
to mention the profound effect
it has on the look and feel of a
community. 

For any interested in an
excellent opportunity to
strengthen leadership skills,
increase the livability of their
community, or even just bol-
ster a job application through
civic engagement, we encour-
age you to consider joining
either the November 5th, in
SE Portland or November
12th, in Vancouver for Crew
Leader training. 
Training is FREE, but regis-

tration is required. To join the
Crew Leader team at Friends
of Trees, learn more about the
role and register here at
http://www.friendsoftrees.org/
volunteering and select “Crew
Leader”.

The East Portland Neighborhood Office (EPNO) offers the Community Activities Fund (CAF) to provide resources that support community building activities and
collective action to address issues of concern to the East Portland community. See more information at EastPortland.org/community-activities-fund.
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East Portland Action Plan
(EPAP) general meeting
Purpose: To coordinate imple-

mentation of action items in the
East Portland Action Plan.
Regular meeting: 4th

Wednesdays, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
at David Douglas District Office
Board Room, 1500 SE 130th (at
SE Market & 130th). Due to
upcoming holidays, the
November & December meet-
ings will be combined and
held on December 7, 2016.

EPAP Chairs
Purpose: To plan for and

organize the EPAP.
Regular meeting: 1st

Tuesdays, 6:00 – 8:00 PM at
the East Portland
Neighborhood Office, 1017 NE
117th Ave., Portland 97220
(between Halsey + Glisan at the
foot of the watertower). 

EPAP Civic Engagement
Subcommittee
Purpose: To organize cultural

+ language specific civic
engagement workshops, share
curriculum, advocate for ongo-
ing funding, and advise on East
Portland cultural + language
specific issues and projects.
Regular meeting: 3rd

Tuesdays, 6:30 – 8:30 PM at
the East Portland
Neighborhood Office, 1017 NE
117th Ave., Portland 97220

(between Halsey + Glisan at the
foot of the watertower).

EPAP Communications
Committee
Purpose: To provide commu-

nication support (materials and
web page development, and
translation/interpretation) to the
EPAP. 
Regular meeting: 2nd

Tuesdays of every other
Month at 6:00 PM at the East
Portland Neighborhood Office,
1017 NE 117th Ave., Portland
97220 (between Halsey +
Glisan at the foot of the water-
tower).

EPAP Economic
Development (EcDev)
Subcommittee
Purpose: To develop a strong

business environment which

strengthens existing business-
es, promotes new businesses,
and expands family wage jobs
in East Portland.
Regular meeting: 1st

Mondays, 5:00 PM at East
Portland Neighborhood Office,
1017 NE 117th, Portland 97220
(between Halsey + Glisan at the
foot of the watertower). 

EPAP Housing
Subcommittee
Purpose: To find common

ground in supporting a range of
housing types in East Portland
as a means to strengthen liv-
able communities; encourage
healthy, complete, and stable
neighborhoods; and promote
family wage jobs.
Regular meeting: 2nd

Mondays, 6:00 – 7:30 PM at

the East Portland

Neighborhood Office, 1017 NE

117th Ave., Portland 97220

(between Halsey + Glisan at the

foot of the watertower). 

EPAP Technical Advisory
Committee
Purpose: To work collabora-

tively with municipalities to

implement Action items and to

coordinate website reports of

agency progress on specific

Action items.

2nd Tuesday every quarter

next meeting October 11,
2016, 2:30 – 4:00 PM at the

Multnomah County Building,

501 SE Hawthorn, Conference

Room 635 (6th floor).

East Portland Action Plan (EPAP) was charged in 2009 by the City of Portland and Multnomah County to provide leadership
and guidance to public agencies and other entities on how to strategically address community-identified issues and allocate
resources to improve livability in East Portland and to prevent displacement. Everyone is welcome to Committee meetings.

Please, request childcare and language interpretation as needed to support your participation.

New members and proposals for new Representatives and Committees are always welcome!
Everyone is welcome to all meetings. You can find the Action Plan at www.eastportlandactionplan.org or by contacting

503.823.4035 or lore.wintergreen@portlandoregon.gov. To verify meetings, go to www.eastportlandactionplan.org/calendar.

EAST PORTLAND ACTION PLAN CALENDAR
East Portland Action Plan is an Issue, Interest based Organization in East Portland

By Kathy Coleman
Disability Art and Culture Project 

Dis/Representation: This fall
2016, the Disability Art and
Culture Project (DACP) will
bring back its discussion
series, in partnership with
Portland Community College.
We offer Dis/Representation as
a space for individuals to come
together and engage in con-
versation around disability,
identity and justice. We hope
to encourage an active discus-
sion of the way disability is
approached in society as well
as the way disability is experi-
enced in our lives. 
DACP is proud to announce

our first Dis/Representation
taking place in East Portland. I
am committed to acting on
issues of disability culture and
justice in our community, as
the Artistic Director of DACP
and a resident of East Portland
who identifies as Disabled. 
Dis/Representation offers the

rare opportunity to discuss
what’s important to people
with disabilities and our allies
in our communities and nation-
ally. We look at the ways that
cross-disability stereotypes
historically and currently
impact our lives and our rights.
We celebrate the creativity,
intelligence and contributions
of people with disabilities in
this world. 

Title of presentation:
Disability Culture and
Justice
• Overview of DACP our phi-

losophy and programs 
• Why is Disability Culture

important to our communi-
ties? 

• People of color with disabil-
ities changing the move-
ment: Disability Justice:
access, interdependence,
intersections of Identities
and liberation 

• Questions and discussion:

What’s important for East
Portland’s Disability
Community? 

We would love to share this
forum with people with disabil-
ities and allies doing disability
justice and cultural work in
East Portland. Please contact
us at
Disabilityartculture@gmail.com
if you would like to speak
about your projects. 
For each of the themes we

are presenting through
Dis/Representation we offer
reading materials and videos
as well as questions or
prompts. To access these, the
latest information about the
discussions, and our 2016 -
2017 schedule, visit www.dis-
representation.com. 
Disability Culture and Justice,

led by Kathy Coleman |
Wednesday October 19, 2016,
6:00 p.m. | The Rosewood
Initiative - 16126 SE Stark St,
Portland, OR 97233 

‘Dis/Representation’ project comes to Rosewood

Photo by Mac Adamic

Three people wearing black and white dance in a large room with
white walls and a wooden floor. A woman and a man dance in the
foreground. The woman is seated in a motorized wheelchair while
the man stands on the back. Another woman dances in the back-
ground, seated in a motorized wheelchair. 

By Ryan Dyar

Whether it was receiving that
first paycheck, or the great
amount of stress it induced,
most of us remember our first
job with profound clarity. While
these experiences look different
for each of us, some of the les-
sons learned are universal. 
As the job-market becomes

increasingly complex, however,
searching for and obtaining
entry-level employment is not
guaranteed. And the formative
lessons so important to one’s
growth aren’t always obvious in

the moment. The Urban
Opportunities program – oper-
ated by Impact NW—aims to
mitigate some of the challenge
inherent to the process by help-

ing East Portland youth learn
valued skillsets and explore
career pathways. 
Familiarizing students with

soft skills – abilities employers

lament are too often ignored –
is foundational to the Urban
Opportunities curriculum. Soft
skills encompass a range of
interpersonal abilities that are
not at the core of one’s work,
but are nevertheless crucial to
one’s success. Regardless of
the career path student’s
select, soft skills such as com-
munication and conflict resolu-

tion will not only be relevant to
entry-level positions, but also
likely play a vital role in their
career advancement. 
These abilities are taught

through open dialogue in the
classroom, but also by placing
students in situations where
they are expected to model
workplace behaviors. Whether
it’s enrolling in an internship,
attending a site visit, or listening
to a guest speaker, students are
provided various opportunities
to put ideas into practice.

Urban Opportunities Program provides needed skills

Pictured Left: Students at
Parkrose High School work to
develop resumes by identifying
transferable skills they possess.

continued on page 12
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General Meeting
Oct. 18, 7:00pm
Potluck,  Nov. 15, 6:00pm
Russellville Grange
12105 NE Prescott St.

Tom Badrick
503-539-8704
tbadrick@aol.com

General Meeting:
To Be Announced
Parkrose United
Methodist Church
11111 NE Knott St

Doug Cook 
doug_cook12@gmail.com

General Meeting:
Oct. 18, 6:30pm
Board Meeting:
Nov. 15, 6:30pm
Portland Fire & Rescue Station 12
8645 NE Sandy Blvd.

Annual Meeting:
Nov. 1,  6:30pm
Jan. 3, 2017, 6:30pm
Margaret Scott Library
14700 NE Sacramento St
Nov. 5 – Neighborhood Clean-up
9:00am - 1:00pm at
Margaret Scott Elem. School
NE 147th and Sacramento St

General Meetings:
Oct. 20, 6:30pm
Nov. 17,  6:30pm
Dec. No Meeting due to Holidays
Jan. 19, 2017, 6:30pm
Hampton Hall; 
University of Western States Campus
2900 NE 132nd Avenue
Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/RussellNeighborhoodPDX

Ron Glanville
Ronglanville@gmail.com

Meeting:
Oct. 27,  7:00pm
Glenfair School
15300 NE Glisan Street

Next Meeting:
Nov. 14,  6:00pm
Rosewood Community
Center

General Meeting:
Nov. 16, 7:00pm
Jan. 18, 2017, 7:00pm
Pleasant Valley Grange Hall
17115 SE Foster Road
Follow PVNA on Facebook

General Meeting
Nov. 14, 7:00pm
Feb. 13, 2017, 7:00pm
Holiday Potluck:
Dec. 12, 6:00pm
Ron Russell Middle School
3955 SE 112th Ave

Richard Dickinson
pgnaboard@gmail.com

Board Meeting: 
2nd Thursday of the month, 6:30pm
KingPins Bowling Center (Chalet Room)

3550 SE 92nd Ave.

General Meetings:
Oct. 25,   7:00pm
Jan. 24, 2017,  7:00pm
Sept. 27, 7:00pm
Lents Activity Center,
8835 SE Woodstock Blvd

General Meeting 6:30pm
Board Meeting 8:00pm
Oct. 24
Gethsemane Church,
11560 SE Market St.

arlene.kimura@gmail.com

Board Meeting:
Oct. 17,  6:30 PM
No Dec. Board Meeting
General Meetings:
Nov. 21,  6:30pm
Jan. 16, 2017, 6:30pm
East Portland Neighborhood Office
1017 NE 117th Avenue.

Next Meeting:
April and Oct. 2017
Specific date and locations TBA

Trevor Hopper
mill.park.pdx.chair@gmail.com

Karen Hubbard
503-760-3670
lewellen@hotmail.com

Annette Stanhope
parkroseneighbors@gmail.com

Judy Low
pmsi_92@hotmail.com

Kathi Holmes
kathimholmes@gmail.com

Argay Terrace
Neighborhood Association

971-337-5290

East Portland eastportland.org
Argay Terrace Neighborhood Association argay.org 
Centennial Community Association centennial.eastportland.org 
Glenfair Neighborhood Association glenfair.eastportland.org 
Hazelwood Neighborhood Association hazelwoodneighbors.org 
Lents Neighborhood Association lentsneighborhoodassociation.com
Mill Park Neighborhood Association millpark.eastportland.org 
Parkrose Neighborhood Association parkrose.eastportland.org 
Parkrose Heights Association of Neighbors parkroseheights.org
Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association pgpride.org 
Pleasant Valley Neighborhood Assoc. pleasantvalley.eastportland.org 
Russell Neighborhood Association russellneighbors.org 
Wilkes Neighborhood Association wilkes.eastportland.org 
Woodland Park Neighborhood Assoc. woodlandpark.eastportland.org 
East Portland Land Use/Transportation landuse.eastportland.org 

East Portland Websites

East Portland Neighborhood Chairs Group chairs.eastportland.org 
East Portland Action Plan eastportlandactionplan.org 
East Portland Neighbors epn.eastportland.org 
East Portland Parks Coalition parks.eastportland.org 

East Portland Neighborhoods



Perhaps unsurprisingly, many
students already possess the-
ses abilities. For these young
people, the benefit of attending
these classes is developing a
workplace vocabulary and
gaining the confidence to suc-
ceed in a work environment. 
Of course without the ability to

articulate their value, students
are limited in their chances of
obtaining employment. For this
reason, a large portion of the
curriculum is also dedicated to
helping students craft resumes
and cover letters. Lessons
focus on drawing on the experi-
ences and abilities these young
people already possess, and

translating them into a proper
format and context. 
This year, Urban Opportunities

will be expanding its efforts in
East Portland from three
schools to four. See which
classes are operating in which
schools below. 

Pathways to Manufacturing 
Centennial High School 

David Douglas High School 

Jobs 101 
Centennial High School 
Parkrose High School 

Sector Pathways 
Out of School Youth 
Reynolds High School 
David Douglas High School 
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URBAN OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAM
continued from page 10

Parkrose High School students
discuss the value of collaboration
in the workplace as they engage
in an interactive tower building
contest.

By Laurie Fowlkes

Ready...Set...PAINTED and
Open for Business!
Good things take time, and

Portland Christian's newly
resurfaced track is a very good
thing! After about 6 weeks of
work, the track is completed
and ready to run!
Portland Christian Schools’

Jr/Sr High School campus,
located at 12425 NE San

Rafael St., welcomes our
neighbors to make use of the
track for their own personal fit-
ness and enjoyment. Stop by
for a walk, run, or jog! 
Track is a big deal at Portland

Christian, and getting bigger. In
2016 we doubled our participa-
tion numbers from the previous
year in track and field. We com-
peted very well in the Lewis
and Clark League in 2016, with
several athletes qualifying for
the State meet.
Portland Christian is one of

the top schools in the state for
the number of track meets
hosted. In 2016 we hosted ten
track meets over the course of
the season. Two of the largest
were the PC Invitational with 25
teams, and the District Meet,
with roughly 30 teams and
more than 500 participants
over two days.
With all that activity, the track

takes a beating – the new sur-
face will be well used!
Portland Christian Schools:

helping our community grow in
fitness and health.

Portland Christian Schools
track reopens

Photo by Grace Dugger

Photo by Linda Swenson

By Lauren Macbeth

ROSE Community
Development Corporation, a
community based organiza-
tion that serves outer south-
east neighborhoods, is leading
a collaborative effort to build
family and community health.
The program is called the
Baby Booster Initiative. 
Tied to a national project

called the Best Baby Zone,
collectively we are responding
to a body of science that tells
us that the strongest predictor
of your potential to live a
healthy life begins when we
are in development through
age 2. As we know, several
factors influence health –
everything from the resources
we have access to in our com-
munities, the food we eat, and

the choices we are able to
make as individuals. 
What Baby Booster does to

address these factors is to
support community members
in determining needed
changes in their communities
to build and maintain health.
For example, we know that
access to affordable housing
is diminishing across the city. 
Parents involved in the proj-

ect – and those that live in the
97266 zip code – feel this
pressure uniquely. This pres-
sure, when applied consistent-
ly, has tremendous impact on
the health of the mother, a
developing child, and an
infant. To relieve this pressure,
we are organizing with parents
to increase affordable housing
options and revitalize the area

without displacing low income
families, legacy residents, and
communities of color. 
The Baby Booster Initiative is

only as strong as its partners.
Core partners in the initiative
include the Asian Pacific
American Network of Oregon;
the Children’s Institute;
Multnomah County Health
Department; NAYA Native
American Family Center;
Zenger Farms; and most
important, neighborhood par-
ents. Through partnerships,
we are able to apply a com-
prehensive approach that sup-
ports parents in everything
from accessing needed servic-
es, developing leadership
skills, all while building on the
tremendous activity of our
partners to create broader
impact on our community. 
If you are a parent, a soon to

be parent, or know a parent in
the 97266 zip code that could
benefit from being connected
to our initiative, please send
them our way. Between all of
the partners in the Initiative,
we have several community
based program options to
serve parents and families.
Please contact Lauren

Macbeth, Assistant Director at
ROSE Community Develop-
ment with questions at (503)
788-8052 ex. 15 or
lauren@rosecdc.org.

Baby Booster Initiative -
In a healthy community,
every baby blossoms! 

Sherrena Saint Preux, previous Baby Booster Project Coordinator
holds baby Dahlia Bonham.


