
Minutes of January 10th, 2010, 7 p. m. General Meeting

Call to Order:
The Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association meeting was held at Ron Russell Middle School, 
3955 S.E. 112th Avenue.  President Mark White called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Approval of the October 11th, 2010 General Meeting Minutes:
Motion was made to approve the October 11th, 2010 minutes.  Motion was seconded and passed with 
1 abstention.

Police Liaison Report:
Officer Bob Pippen from East Precinct discussed year-end statistical information regarding crime data. 
Some of the items he highlighted was burglaries were up on 82nd to 136th between Holgate and 
Division due to the high foot traffic along 82nd.  Most are crimes of opportunity; they are starting a new 
burglary task force of 16 officers to concentrate solely on burglaries.  Other crimes include larceny and 
shoplifting in the big department stores.  Residential crime is up 29% and homicides up 7%.  He 
reiterated how important it is for us to be their eyes and ears and to report suspicious activities.

Treasurer Report:
Checking account has a balance of $4,256.00 and savings account $4,000.36.

Announcements:
• Adopt A Drain – Tom Barnes reported there had been two separate days of cleanup activity.  The 

first they had 24 volunteers, 12 PSU Students and 12 from the neighborhood.  The other cleanup 
had 13 volunteers.  They cleared two major intersections, and was also interviewed by some of the 
local television news stations.  Mark White contacted ODOT regarding 104th and Powell to see 
what was being done to get that fixed.  Jim Chasse said the drain at 104th and Powell doesn’t carry 
the capacity of water coming off of Kelly Butte.

• Pop/Can Drive – will start collecting pop cans and bottles on 1/16/11 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Sears Parking Lot on 122nd.  Money from this will be used to support events such as Neighborhood 
Night Out.

• Friends of Trees – Jessie reported the tree planting is this weekend, Saturday, January 15th, from 9 
to1 p.m.  at Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 4244 S.E. 91st.  Breakfast and lunch will be provided.  This is a 
collaboration between Lents and PGNA and PGE who will be planting around 100 trees.  There are 
currently about 60 volunteers to do tree plantings.  We still need help with food provision. 

• Springwater Restoration Program – Dolores reported that another ivy pull between 128th and 136th 
on January 17th, 2011.   Between 11 to 2 p.m.  There will be PSU and DDHS students helping with 
this.  Meet at 128th at Springwater Trail.

• City of Portland is working on cleaning the drain on Cherry Park Drive; there were enough 
complaints for them to do something about it. 

• Powell Butte — there has been reports of gunfire.  Please call 911 with any information you may 
have, i.e.:  license plate numbers, type of car, what type of weapons, anything that would help stop 
these people. Do not endanger yourself in collecting that information. 



• Urban Agriculture – next meeting is at 6 p.m on 1/27/2011 at Zenger Farm.  They will be going over 
the results of the surveys that Debby has been compiling, discussing what will happen with this 
information, and the possibility of a farmers market.

• Committees – this coming Wednesday, 1/12/11 starting at 6 p.m. with Greening;  7 p.m. Outreach;  
8 p.m. Safety at Human Solutions.

• David Douglas High School DVD’s – last year we donated money to DDHS to the music department 
to produce  DVD’s.   PGNA worked in collaboration with Hazelwood and Gateway Area Business 
Association.  Take one for ourselves and if we want to try to sell for $9.50 each.  The $9.50 will all 
go back to the music department.

• Dangerous Intersections – A recent report was completed on the most dangerous intersections in 
the city; report is located on back table. PGNA has 6 intersections, with 5 in the top 7 most 
dangerous. 

• Grants – several grants are being awarded for sidewalks, fixing sumps from 122nd and Foster to 
Holgate, and sidewalks at 3 of the neighborhood schools – Alice Ott, Gilbert Park, and Gilbert 
Heights.  If interested in writing a letter of support contact Mark.

Voting:
• Tom Barnes requested $119.99 to cover reimbursement for expenses for food and materials for the 

adopt of drain program.  Motion was made to reimburse Tom, was seconded and passed.
• Food Policy Council is asking people and/or organizations to support the Multnomah County food 

initiative.  Look it over and vote on next month.
• 82nd Avenue Parade – Fee is $10.00 to participate.  Debby motioned that we bump that expense up 

to $100.00 to help contribute to the cost of advertising for that event to get more people to show up.   
Motion was made to participate in the parade and to increase the expense to $100.00 was 
seconded and passed.

• At-Large Board Member –There were no volunteers to fill these two members at-large positions.  We 
will wait till Dick Blocker is present to vote for his position.  Motion was made to vote Jim Chasse as 
at-large member, was seconded and passed.  

Suggestion was brought up to change the name of PGNA to PG Community Group.  Discussion 
indicated that it may be hard to find online and would not be cost effective to have to change all of the 
logos on safety vests, signs, etc. from PGNA to PGCG.   

Guest Speaker:
Barry Manning and Chris Scarzello from The Bureau of Planning and Sustainability presented an 
update to the SE 122nd Avenue Pilot  Project. This project runs along 122nd South of Foster to North of 
Division, including 8 to 10 blocks on both sides of 122nd.  They have been working on this for about 
one year and a copy of the report is done.  They will share what the recommendations were from the 
study, including what the next steps of the project will be. 

Chris reported that the Portland Plan is going to Phase 3 beginning with workshops in March within a 
10 week time period.  Phase 3 will look at the strategies from the first two workshops and some of the 
work from the East Portland Action plan because it will have a broad effect for the rest of the city. 

Barry reported that some of the goals of the SE 122nd Project is to Implement the East Portland Action 
Plan, inform the Portland Plan which is what Chris discussed; consider the health implications of 
planning by creating an environment that promotes health and wellness; coordinate and guide capital 
improvements along 122nd, connectivity, zoning, creating the 20 minute neighborhoods, clean air, 



high traffic, housing, and transportation issues. 

Surveys were conducted with David Douglas and students at Alice Ott and Ron Russell.  Some of what 
the students felt strongly about was the need for more trees, sidewalks, water fountains and more 
stores.  Basically, the same issues heard from the mainstream community.

Some of the challenges and recommendations will be the lack of consistent sidewalks, unsafe or not 
enough crosswalks, high traffic speeds, the lack of available transit, lack of stores, vacant shops, 
recruiting businesses, possible farmers markets and community gardening, infill, and new 
development needs to have new site planning so that developers can follow.  

The next step for this project will be presenting the findings to the Bureau of Planning and 
Sustainability/Portland Planning Commission and to get their recommendations on how to move 
forward on this project.

Guest Speaker:
Rhetta Drennan from Environmental Services discussed the Lents and PGNA UIC (Underground 
Injection Control/sumps)  Project II – this project is due to DEQ changing the requirements on the 
Clean Water Drinking Act, for separation between sumps and ground water.  The DEQ standard was 
15 feet of separation between the sump and groundwater; it is now between 5 to 10 feet. 

Over 2,000 sumps were reviewed by the City with over 200 sumps in East Portland were found to be 
out of compliance.  Our sewer water does not take in storm drainage, it goes into a sump.  The sump 
then takes the storm water in and puts it back into the ground.  Depending on the problem with the 
pumps would depend on what design option would be used to correct the problem.  Some examples 
of corrections would be shallowing sump, decommissioning sump and installing perf-pipe, 
decommissioning sump and installing storm water facilities. 

Motion was made to adjourn, was seconded and passed.  Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Barbara Klinger, PGNA Secretary.


