
Minutes of October 11th, 2010, 7 p. m. General Meeting

Call to Order:  
The Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association meeting was held at Ron Russell Middle School, 3955 S.E. 112th 
Avenue.  President Mark White called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Approval of the September 13th, 2010 General Meeting Minutes
Motion was made to approve the September 13th, 2010 minutes.  Motion was seconded and passed.

Announcements:
• Roseanne Lee presented flyers for “October is Crime Prevention Month!” and purple ribbons representing Gang 

Violence to put on car antennae to show tired of gang violence, and another flyer on Halloween Safety.  
• Dolores Wood announced there will be an open house at 6pm at Zenger Farms on October 12, 2010 to discuss 

the Furey property.  Zenger Farms was awarded $71,000 to use for expansion of the Furey property, which 
includes adding another community garden.

• Elaine Medcalf discussed fall cleanup on October 16th, 2010 and passed out a flyer showing where drop offs were 
and what we would and would not take to dispose of.

• Committee meetings held every second Wednesday at Human Solutions starting with Greening at 6pm, Outreach 
7pm and Safety at 8pm.

• The next urban agriculture meeting is Wednesday, October 28th at 6 p.m.  The committee will be reviewing 
returned surveys.  Mark will be talking to the new Superintendent tomorrow about a Farmers Market at Ron Russell 
Middle School.

• Friends of Trees still need a coordinator for the tree plantings next year.
• Portland Development Commission (PDC) will be coming to our November meeting.
• Tom Barnes was awarded the Emerging Community Leader award for the Spirit of Portland that will be awarded 

on November 8.  Way to go Tom.
• PGNA has been in the URAC for 12 years and not one job has been created.  Mark had written a letter with this 

statistic and then found out the PDC has helped fund a new business — Bridgetown Bakery, a natural foods 
manufacturer, which is located on Foster.  This new business created about 40 jobs.  It is a net export company, 
so what they export out is less than what it cost to produce.  Bridgetown is reinvesting and expects to create 
another 40 jobs.

• Rosemary, neighbor of Mary Walker, wants to start a community garden at the Center Street Hydropark.  
Apparently the start up cost is about $30,000.00, mainly for the installation of irrigation system.  Rosemary had 
talked with Sharon Kelly who use to be the County Commissioner and was told that they can get funding by 
being a teaching garden.  Mark suggested she talk with the Greening Committee.

• Ivy Pull was held this past weekend at the Springwater Corridor between 128th and 136th.  They had the help of 
7 DDHS students.  The work crew cleared ivy out of about 100 feet of hillside.   There is approximately 2 to 3 
acres on the north side of Springwater Trail and 136th that has the potential to become a small neighborhood 
park and to create some kind of tools to educate people about urban wetlands and how important they are to 
prevent flooding and the natural habitats.  

• Debby Smith requested we bring in Campbell Soup labels and box tops.  She will take them to a school.  If we 
shop at Safeway look at the receipts there is a way to donate to a school of your choice.  If you want to bring in 
the Safeway receipts, Debby can go online and enter the information. Start collecting now and then in January we 
can discuss adopting a school like we did with Gilbert Heights this year.

• Urban Renewal – millions of dollars of PGNA money from our taxes was spent to help build the Lents Town 
Center and there has not been any effort made to connect PGNA to the Lents Town Center.  28% of the properties



 in the David Douglas School District are tax-exempt.  Each year Urban Renewal creates the budget this year was 
13 million and they only spent 10 million.  Some of the urban renewal improvements in PGNA were Raymond 
Park, Ed Benedict Park, and a couple of housing projects.  

Voting:
Raymond Park - discussion regarding the lack of access to Raymond Park from 115th.   Vote to support the 
acquisition of properties to create access.  These properties would be purchased, with the stipulation that the sellers 
are willing to sell and get fair market value for the properties.  Motion was made to support acquisition as stated, was 
seconded and passed.  

Special Guest – David Douglas Superintendent Don Grotting:
Our special guest this month was the new David Douglas Superintendent Don Grotting.  He has been on the job for 
the past few months, and is the first new superintendent for the past 15 years.  Mr. Grotting grew up in extreme 
poverty, was in the armed forces, worked for Georgia Pacific, went back to college and became a teacher.  He looks 
forward to working and living in the community. 

DD District has a $100 million budget with 1,130 staff members and 10,400 students attending.   DD District has 
the high school with the highest enrollment in the state with 3,400 students, 10 elementary schools, 3 middle 
schools and one alternative school and one charter school.  Just at DDHS there are 76 different languages, with about 
25% that are English language learners in the district, which by law extra help in learning the English language, is 
required.   There has been a 1.3% growth in student population.  The positive of this growth is that other schools are 
going down in enrollment and DD is going up which means each school district receives $6,000 for each student.  

Some of the challenges will be the funding crisis, significant increase in PERS rates, no child left behind, and the 
federal and state one time stimulus of about $5 million will be going away at the end of 2010.  In 2011 they are 
looking at a $10 million reduction, which is about 10% of their budget. With this reduction they will have to lay off 
between 60 and 100 people.  Another major challenge is infrastructure. The schools population include 54% 
Caucasian, 24% Hispanic and 12% African American.   What was once white middle class has changed significantly 
and has been difficult trying to engage the students and families.

Superintendent Grotting has been involved with the Children’s Institute, which is a non-profit organization.  They are 
trying to build a preschool next to Earl Boyles School that would act like one stop center for children, birth to age 4.  
This would get the children ready for kindergarten.  

Superintendent Grotting has been involved in the Gateway Education Project through the Gateway Urban Renewal.  
They got a grant feasibility phase to promote the building of a facility and are engaging David Douglas, Mt. Hood 
Community College, Parkrose, Portland State as well and private industrial dollars to build that.  It would be located 
by Gateway and Light Rail.  Ted Gilbert who owns that property is interested in building an education/other facility 
that would serve East County for services K-12 access, community college, social venues, and private industry venues. 

Outreach to parents would consist of building trust by letting the parents know the school has their children’s best 
interest at heart.  It is not easy work.  Goals will be trying to communicate with students and parents effectively, about 
academics, trying to instill character and respect.  This can be a difficult process with so many different cultures they 
are dealing with.  In addition, newsletters are sent out to parents, grandparent groups, retired teachers, and translators 
to volunteer to help out at the schools.

Ron Russell Sun School offers activities outside of an instructional day.  This is for before and after school, there is a 
homework club, academic activities, recreational activities, and arts.  This is funded through Portland money, federal, 
and state money.  One of the reasons we get this money is our schools are the poorest schools in Portland.   DD 
receives about $400,000 a year to fund these activities.  Additionally, 75 to 80% of the students receive free meals.

Superintendent Grotting feels they have great teachers who are focused on teaching and caring for the kids.  They 
have some difficult challenges ahead of them with the different cultures and funding. 

Motion was made to adjourn, was seconded and passed.  Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  Respectfully submitted by 
Barbara Klinger, PGNA Secretary.


