
POWELLHURST-GILBERT NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association
Minutes for February 13th, 2012, 7:00 p.m. General Meeting
Ron Russell Middle School, 3955 S.E. 112th Avenue

Call to Order:
The Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association Meeting was held at Ron Russell Middle 
School, 3955 S.E. 112th Avenue.  Mark White called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
Anthony Pham, vice president took over the meeting.

Police Liaison Report:
Officer Bob Pippen from East precinct discussed crime statistics for East Portland.  Office 
Pippen indicated that larceny is the vast majority of crime in this area.  The East Precinct 
currently has special “detail cars” that roam the areas.  Lately around 162nd from Stark to 
Powell and have put a lot of people in jail on warrants.  Since this special detail patrols 
have been in place, crime has been down.  There was one homicide around 125th and 
Division.  Officer Pippen brought up burglaries.  There has been one person who has been 
broken into several times recently and thousands of dollars in merchandise was stolen.  
Officer Pippen stressed the importance of having good locks, lighting, metal screening/ 
doors and neighborhood watches to deter burglaries.  In addition Officer Brandon Wolfard 
was in attendance.  For more information, refer to Crime Statistic sheet dated 1/30/2012.

Approval of January 9th, 2012 General Meeting Minutes:
Motion was made to approve the January 9th, 2012 minutes; was seconded and passed.

Treasurer’s report as of February 13th, 2012:
The balance in the savings account is $4,000.78 and in the checking account $4,888.97.  
Several expendures were made since the last treasurer report including $74.75 for meeting 
refreshments, the $300.00 donation to Human Solutions for the Family Warming Shelter and 
$600.00 To David Douglas Education Foundation for support of outdoor school.  This brings 
the total balance to $8,888.75.  There is also approximately $1,050 in the PGNA project 
fund from the can and bottle drive.



Committee Reports:
• Greening – Dolores reported that the Greening Committee had met on January 11, 2012 

and talked about additional property that is being added at Raymond Park to be made 
into a parking lot.  Raymond Park may also be getting a kiosk.  The Bureau of 
Emergency Management has set various parks as designations in case of disasters.  There 
may be funds available for signs for Springwater Corridor that will show the different 
types of wildlife along this trail.  Next month at the committee meeting the Audubon 
Society will be attending.  Our Friends of Trees (FOT) representatives are trying to do 
outreach for volunteers and get the word out when the next plantings will be.  
Additionally, Dolores has been doing some history research on PGNA in which she found 
that Mr. Gilbert had around 130 acres of land at 122nd and Harold. 

• Public Safety – Tom has attempted to get the Shell gas station at 122nd and Powell to 
quit selling drug paraphernalia.  The Shell station has not.  The City is siding with PGNA 
and the station may not get their liquor license back if they do not oblige.  Additionally, 
they will be required to sign a “Good Neighbor Agreement” agreeing to this.  There has 
been a lot of graffiti build up in the area.  He will send around a “sign up quick 
response” for people who are able to go out and clean up graffiti at a quick notice.  He 
is also thinking about having neighbors sign up to adopt their block to walk around and 
clean up graffiti.  There is an upcoming National Night Out (NNO) meeting being held 
on February 26th at 2:00 p.m.  Information will be posted on web site.

• Urban Agriculture – Mark brought up the upcoming Urban Farmers Training at Zenger 
Farms at Foster and 117th that will be this Saturday, February 18th, 2012 from 2:00 to 
4:00 p.m.  We are currently trying to get a Farmers Market going in the PGN.  Last year 
the neighborhood-wide mailing indicated that the farmers market had the highest interest 
from the surveys filled out.  There will be a subcommittee formed to work on this.  An 
email will be sent around for dates/times to meet.  We are currently looking into getting 
a Federal, and/or Urban Renewal grant and maybe possibly a few others to help fund the 
farmers market.  Additionally, there will be a Webinar regarding “Equitable Strategies 
for Growing Urban Agriculture” online on February 16th, 2012 from 11:00 a.m. to noon. 

• Outreach and Membership – Debby brought up that at the last committee meeting it 
was discussed that instead of voting to participate in events that possibly we could see a 
show of hands prior to doing a vote to see who is interested in participating versus 
having everyone vote and only a few people participate.  This would be easier in 
making a determination on whether the neighborhood actually wants to be involved.  
There are a lot of outreach opportunities coming up that we would like to have members 
step in and volunteer to attend.  These are set for 2/15; several on 2/16 and 5/18th.  The 
general minutes are now being input to the web page by Barb as well as the calendar.  
Another item brought up was to see if members would be willing to attend the 
committee meetings if they were on a different week/day/time.  The outreach committee 
may be doing a “doodle” poll to see if we changed the committee meeting date/time if 
more members would be interested in attending and how to handle informational emails 
to members.  At the NNO this year we are planning on having a food drive, partnering 
with Snow Cap and possibly have a friendly challenge to other NA’s who have 
neighborhood events in August.  The planning for this is just getting started. Information 
regarding upcoming meetings or work parties can be obtained at www.EPNO.org as 
well as www. PGPride.org.



Voting:
• Mark asked members about buying gift certificates for $50.00 each for Donna Dionne for 

her above and beyond help in the organization of the NNO’s and the can and bottle 
drive, and to Rosanne Lee, who recently retired as a thank you for all of her help and 
enthusiasm in keeping our neighborhood safe.  Motion was made to buy these gift 
certificates, was seconded; and passed, with two abstentions.

• Debby has been working with EPAP and Portland Parks and Recreation to figure out how 
to provide better service to this part of town.  They are applying for a $15,000.00 grant 
to get mobile playgrounds for 10 different areas in which kids can get lunch where they 
live.  Debby asked members if PGNA would support mobile playgrounds and lunch so 
that children can be served in the neighborhood where they live.  Motion was made to 
support mobile playgrounds, was seconded; and passed. 

• Mark brought up the two Neighborhood Prosperity Initiatives (NPI).  One is from 82nd 
and Division East and the other is 117th to 148th and Division.  Montavilla NA donated 
$300.00 towards the 82nd & Division NPI.  Mark asked the members if we would like to 
match Montavilla’s donation.  Motion was made to match Montavilla’s $300.00 
donation, was seconded; and passed.  

Announcements:
• Ron Russell Middle School had made PGNA a thank you sign and posted it on the 

cafeteria wall for the monetary donation.
• Last month we had voted Marek Zbiegien to serve on the Lents URAC.  PDC wrote back 

and indicated they are in the processing of reorganizing the urban renewal advisory 
committees and will not be installing new appointments.  PDC indicated probably 
around May they will have an idea what these committees will look like, so instead of 
having two representatives on the committee we only have one.  Until that time, Marek 
will still be going to the meetings.  PDC will be a presenter at the March meeting with 
the emphasis being on our neighborhood, so bring questions for them to answer.

• Roberta wasn’t able to attend the last Foster Green Eco District meeting.  URAC is going 
into yearly budget in which there are always questions brought up about the budget.  
One thing frustrating about the URAC “advisory” committee is that it is okay if you have 
an opinion but they are going to do whatever they want. The Waddles property located 
at 92nd and Harold the URAC paid architectural firms to come up with designs for that 
property, in which the committee chose the designs they liked.  At the last meeting, 
PDC released an invitation to the public to come up with designs, the same thing the 
URAC had just paid for.  Apparently the discussion got pretty heated.  URAC members 
intend to tell the PDC Board they are not happy with the way things are going.  The 
budget included $1 million to help Leach Gardens expand that has been eliminated.  
This is something we need to bring up to the PDC, why they changed their minds.  
Additionally, there is a community bank at 72nd and Foster that PDC wanted to buy the 
property.  There was some confusion on whether or not this vote was done in favor of 
purchase or not. Some of the funding the URAC has given includes: Leach Botanical for 
restroom facility, Zenger Farm, and Portland Youth Builders.  

• A Grand Premiere Concert Saturday, February 18th, 2012 at First Haitian Church, 3201 
NE 148th at 6:30 p.m. See flyer on back table.



• John Cole brought up the 122nd Avenue Project.  John is working with Chris Scarzello who is the 
district liaison between the city planning bureau and East Portland.   They have been talking with 
residential and business owners to identify properties that could be zoned commercially.    There 
will be an open house regarding proposed commercial zoning, home businesses and housing 
design on Thursday, February 23rd, 2012 at Gilbert Primary Elementary, 13132 SE Ramona St, from 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  See the flyer on the back table for more information.

• A coalition-wide cleanup on May 12th, 2012.  Mark doesn’t have all the details yet. 
• On the back table there is a newspaper article about when PGN was annexed into the city.  The 

article shows a picture of Ed Benedict.
• C/D’s from DDHS are still available for sale at $9.50.  
• Samantha (Sam) Freeman who is Roseanne Lee’s replacement introduced herself.
• Mark brought up the accident at Ed Benedict Park where a car crashed into the skate park.  He 

asked the members what they thought of asking Parks if we could get the boulders that are over at 
Gates Park and put by the skate park.   Some response was that the boulders at Gates are there to 
keep vehicles from ruining the grounds, another response was there is a lot of big boulders up at 
Powell Butte and possibly at the gravel pit.  Mark will contact Parks to see what can be done.  

Special Guest:
Gateway Green was a no show.

Emergency Preparedness – Tom Barnes, PGNA’s Public Safety Chair, member of Neighborhood 
Emergency Team (NET), and a trainer for Know Your Neighbor (KYN) gave a presentation on disaster 
preparedness. The NET is trained to search for people who need help, to clear buildings that have 
slight to medium damage, to remove people, and to do triage.  It is predicted that not if an earthquake 
hits but when, it is said to be an 8 plus earthquake and may last 8 to 10 minutes.  Some suggestions to 
prepare for disaster are:

• Put shoes and a bicycle helmet under or close by the bed for easy reach.
• Shut off the water immediately.  This will help save what water is in the water tank and pipes for 

future use.  Do not shut off gas unless you smell gas, and then shut it off.  The reasoning behind that 
is that it may take days/weeks to get it turned back on.

• Every household should have a 72-hour kit.  Some of the items include: a back pack, water, food, 
LED flashlight, batteries, first aid kit, whistle, cell phone, medication, matches, gloves, and other 
items.  (refer to list)

• There is also an expanded list that includes a stove, propane, duct tape, coolers, bleach, sleeping 
bags, and tent.  (refer to list)

• Special needs kits to include baby items, pet food, tools, and items to put in vehicles. (refer to lists)
• Have a family plan.  Where to meet; where to call — preferably out of state — to determine if family 

members are safe.
• Talk to neighbors, do not depend on the police or city to help out, they may not be able to reach 

you.

Other information resources are Bureau of Emergency Management,  www.redi.gov.

Thank you Tom for all your hard work in keeping our neighborhood safe and keeping us informed 
about how important it is to be prepared for disasters.  Great presentation.  

Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  Respectfully submitted by Barb Klinger, PGNA Secretary.


