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East Portland Parks Coalition Meeting Minutes 03-04-2010 

East Portland Parks Coalition 
MINUTES THURSDAY 

MARCH 4, 2010 6:30 – 8:15 PM 1017 NE 117TH AVENUE
Portland, OR

 

MEETING CALLED BY Alesia Reese 

TYPE OF MEETING Regular Monthly 

NOTE TAKER Alesia 

ATTENDEES 

Alice Blatt, Wilkes Community Group, Chair 
Linda Robinson, Hazelwood NA, Parks Committee Chair 
Mary Walker, Friends of Powell Butte 
Jan and Ron Clemenson, Centennial NA, Friends of Parklane Park 
Mark White, Powellhurst-Gilbert NA, Chair 
Alesia Reese, Woodland Park NA, Chair 
Doug Brenner, Portland Parks and Recreation 

Guest: Lisa Turpel, Workforce and Community Alliance Organization, Portland Parks and Recreation 
Tracy Morgan, Bureau of Planning and Sustainability 

 

90 MINUTES BOND PRESENTATION LISA AND DOUG

DISCUSSION 
Lisa and Doug provided a power point presentation on the proposed bond 
measure and the needs of the Park Bureau for park and system 
development. 

Participants provided Parks representatives with questions and comments that will be posed by the 
general community: 
 

• Equity and fairness in the distribution of revenue to East Portland 
      East Portland residents are cautious of a tax effort which fails to provide equitable 
distribution of resources.  With a quarter of the City’s population, neighbors will inquiry as to 
the current distribution of funds.  Residents will wonder if the bond money gained from East 
Portland taxpayers will be spent in East Portland. 
 
• Disproportionate tax burden on families in East Portland 
      East Portland tax payers shoulder more of the burden than other residents due to the high 
volume of tax abated properties and Urban Renewal Districts.  The process to freeze tax rates, 
or abate taxes completely in East Portland results in fewer citizens paying a higher proportion 
of the taxes.  The increases in ‘affordable’ housing have brought under/un employed residents 
to East Portland which results in less available income. 
 
• Lack of infrastructure in East Portland 
     Residents in East Portland would find a Parks bond questionable considering the large gaps 
of infrastructure in East Portland neighborhoods.  The lack of paved streets, sidewalks and 
curbs means residents do not have safe access to public transit and other services.  Citizens 
question the need for parks when the need for safe streets has not been met. 
 
• Lack of parity for East Portland neighborhoods 
      As the City of Portland moves to develop new parks, improve maintenance and provide 
services, East Portland residents question the City’s priorities between East Portland and other 
areas of the City.  While this current bond revenue discussion may provide for development of 
East Portland parks, it does not address the overall prioritization system nor does the bond 
revenue make up for decades of neglect. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
For the bond effort to be successful, East Portland residents in support of 
the development of East Portland parks would need to vote strongly in 
favor.  Politicians often note East Portland residents do not vote. 

The bond language and supporting documentation would need to specify those parks in East 
Portland identified for development (initial Phase 1).  
Bond presentation should clearly identify the actions taken with the last bond revenue-and 
highlight those elements which directly benefited East Portland residents. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Continue to monitor Parks’ Bond activity Committee May, 2010 

30 MINUTES TREE CODE MORGAN TRACY

DISCUSSION 

The present city code includes references to trees within many sections 
and under different circumstances.  An effort to build a concise and 
consistent policy was begun and eventually supported by funding from the 
City. 
There was confusion among city staff and citizens where different bureaus 
were providing different services. 

Members of the Tree Code committee spent 9 months reviewing the different codes and preparing 
a new code for the city which consolidates all of the codes relating to tree under Title 11. 

The new code allows for a clearer identification of responsibility.  

CONCLUSIONS East Portland Parks Coalition strongly supports the efforts under Title 11 
to provide a consistent Tree Policy for the City of Portland. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Letter of Support to City Council for Title 11 Tree Code Alesia 03-31-2010 

 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 Alesia J. Reese 
           East Portland Parks Coalition 


