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East Portland Parks Coalition 
                       Supporting Advocacy, Information and Education for East Portland’s Neighborhood Parks

MINUTES THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 2, 2010 7:00 -9:00 PM 

EAST PORTLAND NEIGHBORHOOD OFFICE 
MEETING ROOM

1017 NE 117th Avenue, Portland, OR

MEETING CALLED BY Alesia J. Reese, Chair 

TYPE OF MEETING Regular Monthly 

NOTE TAKER Alesia 

ATTENDEES 

Arlene Kimura, Chair, Hazelwood Neighborhood Association 
                               East Portland Action Plan 
Alice Blatt, Chair, Wilkes Community Group 
Mark White, Chair, Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association 
                           East Portland  
Dolores Wood, Chair, Greening of Powellhurst-Gilbert 
Alesia Reese, Chair, Woodland Park Neighborhood Association 
Tom Lewis, Chair, Centennial Neighborhood Association 
Linda Robinson, Chair, Parks Committee, Hazelwood Neighborhood Association 
                       Portland Parks Board 
Doug Brenner, Manager, Portland Parks and Recreation 

Parks Coalition June Meeting Minutes draft provided, pending review. 
Meeting schedule: 7:00 – 8:30 PM, 1st Thursday each month (except July and August). 

OFF LEASH ISSUES ARLENE/ALESIA

DISCUSSION 

A group of residents who use the Dog Off Leash area at Cherry Park are requesting that 
the off leash hours be changed. Currently, PP&R has no process to modify off leash park 
hours. According to Ali Ryan, Off Leash Program Manager for Portland Parks and 
Recreation, that is something the Dog Off Leash Advisory Committee will need to 
develop.  
 
The existing hours were set to protect the young children who attend the adjacent 
elementary school, many of whom walk through the park.  Both Linda and Arlene felt 
there is some merit to the request to change the hours; the only question is what the 
hours should be. 

Dog Off Leash Advisory Committee has appointed Laura Venida representing East Portland. Ms. Venida lives in 
Hazelwood. She will be representing East Portland interests on the CAC. East Portland Parks Coalition will invite Ms. 
Venida to attend its meetings. 

CONCLUSIONS There need to be a process for reviewing/changing off leash hours. Neighborhood 
association and school districts should be part of that process. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Invite Laura Venida to East Portland Parks Coalition  Alesia On going invitation 

Add Off Leash Advisory Committee to East Portland Parks 
Coalition Meeting notice and minutes distribution Alesia 09-10-2010 

GATEWAY PARK ARLENE

DISCUSSION 
Consultants have compiled the ideas from citizen input and are currently working on the 
concept plans for the park. A Public Open House will be held at the East Portland 
Community Center on Thursday, September 23rd from 6 – 8 PM.  
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Arlene noted that a water feature of some kind got the most ‘votes’ by those attending the Open House site in 
June. There were contradictory requests with both active play areas and more passive, contemplative open spaces. 
The Open House was extremely well attended, proving the intense interest in Gateway Park by residents. 

CONCLUSIONS Coalition members felt that as an urban setting including electricity and water features 
would provide access features for residents of Gateway and surrounding neighborhoods.

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Request September 23rd Open House announcement to East 
Portland Parks Coalition mailing list. Alesia 09-10-2010 

EAST PORTLAND ACTION PLAN LINDA

DISCUSSION 
Linda provided a listing of East Portland strategies identified in the East Portland Action 
Plan-each strategy includes a set of action items to be addressed by METRO, when 
METRO is the potential partner agency.   

The Coalition is asked to recommend projects for consideration.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

After careful consideration the East Portland Parks Coalition recommends East Portland 
Action plan support: 
NA.3. Increase public access to natural areas 
NA.3.3. Purchase land in the Lava Domes area to begin ‘Forest Park East” 
 
NA.3.5. Develop and implement East Portland natural areas public education 
program to increase awareness and use (where appropriate). 

Discussion on absence of both Gateway Green and Sullivan’s Gulch within the East Portland Action Plan strategies 
and the lack of involvement of ‘northern’ East Portland neighborhoods was identified. 

• Sullivan’s Gulch project will not progress east of I-205, presently. 
• Replace canoe launch was requested by the Wilkes Community Group which may qualify for a METRO grant 

opportunity.  
• Land acquisition for natural areas was identified as a METRO opportunity. 
• East Holladay Park should be added to the Action Item that lists parks that need land acquisition in order to 

improve public access to them. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Notify East Portland Action Plan of Coalition 
recommendations Alesia 09-10-2010 

RAYMOND PARK DOLORES

DISCUSSION The limited access for Raymond Park neighbors was closely examined by Coalition 
members. Issues related to easement, security and vandalism.  

RECOMMENDATION 

Coalition suggests Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association pursue efforts to 
address the restricted access to Raymond Park, especially on the wets side.  Coalition 
suggested that the Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association look into the 
possibility of applying for a Metro Nature in Neighborhood Capital grant to purchase 
land for this purpose. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Continue to support efforts to increase access for Raymond 
Park neighbors  Committee On going 

SUMMER EVENTS REVIEW COMMITTEE

DISCUSSION Each participant provided a glimpse into the many activities which occurred in East 
Portland over the summer. 

Mark White, Powellhurst-Gilbert  
• Neighbor Night Out occurred at Gilbert Heights Park with between 500- 700 neighbors attending. All of the 

bike helmets were given away, with a strong need continuing. 
• East Portland EXPO hosted 10,000 people over the two day event, including 2-3,000 at the movies. 
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• Sunday Parkways, a bike/pedestrian event, coordinating with East Portland EXPO introduced to the City the 
multi-cultural richness of the area. 

 
Linda Robinson, Hazelwood and Gateway Green 

• Music series at Ventura Park was extremely successful with significantly greater numbers at each concert, 
culminating with 750 attending the final concert. Planning for next year’s concerts has begun, with $1,000 
of donations to seed next year’s events. 

• Numerous walks and bike rides filled the summer. 
• Tabled and volunteered throughout the summer. 

 
Tom Lewis, Centennial Neighborhood 

• Movies at Parklane Park were very successful. The skateboarding and tennis demonstrations were great 
with the street closure.  Plan to schedule movies for next summer. 

 
Alice Blatt, Wilkes Community Group 

• The movies were very successful and the climbing wall was great for the kids. Overhead flights from PDX 
somewhat marred the experience, however the Port of Portland provided some financial support. 

• Planning for a movie next summer, but will reconsider the serving of ‘ice cream’ being the process was a 
disaster.   The music was wonderful, though. 

 
Dolores Wood, Greening of Powellhurst Gilbert 

• Continued interest in a Memorial Garden, perhaps supported with the selling of bricks and plants. 
 

Alesia Reese, Woodland Park 
• Participated in the first of three training classes: Designing Positions for Volunteers 

                                                                               Orienting and Training Volunteers 
           Subsequent classes will be held November and February. 
 

CONCLUSIONS  

Movies/Concerts in the Park 
• The numerous movie events have stretched the staffing resources of the Portland Parks Bureau.  
• An application process will be initiated to better organize and schedule movie and concert events 
• Question remains whether movies and concerts increase neighborhood involvement and increase 

neighborhood activities. 
• Organizing the movies/concerts through an application process will better support these events and the 

park staff. 
 
Gateway Park 

• Event planning is currently underway with collaboration with the Urban Renewal Advisory Committee, 
Portland Parks and the neighborhoods of Hazelwood and Woodland Park.  

• Gateway Area Business Association (GABA) is one of the groups collaborating for an event at Gateway Park 
next summer. 

 
Healthcare Resources 

• East Portland is the residence of several healthcare companies whose interest in active recreation supports 
the development of parks, open spaces and active events within the neighborhoods. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Encourage neighborhoods to submit grants to provide 
funding for movies and concerts, events and activities. Committee On going 

EPNA Newsletter Deadline is Sunday, September 12th Committee 09-12-2010 

SPECIAL NOTES 
Next Meeting, Thursday October 7, 2010 at 7:00 PM 
Note new time. 
Meeting topics and/or guest speakers are requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Alesia Reese, Chair, East Portland Parks Coalition 
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Alesia

East Portland Action Plan
 
Actions and Strategies 
The following are strategies identified in the East Portland Action Plan – each strategy 
includes a set of action items to be addressed by METRO (when METRO is the lead 
agency, it is designated in the first column). 
 

COMMERCIAL AND MIXED USE 
CM.1 Provide commercial and mixed use development opportunities throughout 

East Portland 
CM.1.2 Promote redevelopment in "centers" and along "main streets." 
CM1.4  Explore expansion of financial tools for community revitalization, including 

tax increment financing. 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
T.4 Improve safety and multi-modal function of arterial and collector streets 

throughout East Portland 
T.4.13 Consider role of SE 136th Avenue Division to Foster - update local and 

regional designations. 
T.4.15 Advocate to make improvements to Powell Boulevard (US 26) east of I-205 a 

regional priority. 
T.6 Improve connectivity in East Portland 
T.6.4 Explore ways to improve the function, safety and convenience of the I-205 

interchanges at Division Street and Powell Boulevard. 
T.7 Foster equity in transportation decisions and services 
T.7.6 
lead 

Study impact of Urban Growth Boundary expansion on future traffic on Foster 
Road, Powell Boulevard and other key streets.  Develop regional funding 
approach for necessary improvements. 

 
PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE AND UTILITIES 

I.3 Explore green infrastructure partnerships to maximize benefits 
I.3.3 Explore regional stormwater management solutions that provide public open 

space and recreation benefits. 
 

PARKS AND OPEN SPACE 
P.3 Improve existing trails in East Portland 
P.3.1 Plan and develop Springwater Trailhead facilities at key locations. 

P.4 Develop new parks and community facilities in facility-deficient areas 
throughout East Portland 

P.4.5 Purchase land for park development; prioritize neighborhoods with parks 
deficiency. 

P.4.8 Prioritize acquiring and developing access to/frontage for existing parks: 
Bundy Park, Raymond Park, and West Powellhurst Park. 

P.4.9 Prioritize acquisition and development of parks in existing underserved areas 
or where significant residential development is anticipated:  Gateway, 
Powellhurst/Gilbert, MAX station areas.   
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