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By Ron Glanville

On December 7, 2016 in the
library of the David Douglas
High School Senior building,
where East Portland Action
Plan (EPAP) meets monthly to
consider the Ideas and visions
that local residents of East
Portland feel are important.
Mayor Elect Ted Wheeler came
to talk to East Portlanders and
to prepare for his new adminis-
tration by asking for the support
of its citizens. 
His visit started with a presen-

tation by the Slavic Community

Mayor elect Ted Wheeler visits
East Portland Action Plan meeting 

Photo courtesy of www.salvicfamly.org

Mayor Elect Ted Wheeler receives key to the city form East Portland Slavic Community.continued on page 2

By Marc Czornij
Environmental Services Tree Program &

Confluence AmeriCorps 

Three organizations, People-
Places-Things (P-P-T),
Portland Fruit Tree Project, and
the Environmental Services
Tree Program joined forces
recently for a productive and
fun-filled morning of tree care
at the Parkrose Community
Orchard. The excursion offered
English-language learners from
P-P-T’s Midland Library class
the opportunity to step outside
of the classroom to learn about
common fruit tree pests and
diseases, mulch the orchard to
keep weeds out and moisture
in, and make first-time connec-

tions with their English-speak-
ing neighbors. 
In 2014, P-P-T began partner-

ing with the Bureau of
Environmental Services to
deliver tree and green infra-
structure-focused English-as-
a-second-language activities
to east Portland’s English lan-
guage learners. This recent
event, dubbed an Excursion
Learning Activity, was the lat-
est effort to expand the part-
nership and include other com-
munity partners. 
April Jamison, the Orchard

Programs Coordinator with
Portland Fruit Tree Project, saw

Local organizations partner with language
learners to care for trees 

Image courtesy of Portland Fruit Tree Project

English-language learners joined Portland Fruit Tree Project staff
and volunteers to care for the Parkrose Community Orchard. continued on page 3

By Richard Mohley

Complaints from local residents
have prompted the Wilkes
Community Group to investigate

suspected homeless camps in

the area.  Several have been

identified along the railroad

tracks east of NE 162nd Avenue. 

Some of the complaints have

included late night noise, appar-

ent alcohol and/or drug use,

piles of trash and at least one Pitt

Bull. 

The City believes that it can do

nothing about the camps,

because they are located on a

Union Pacific Railroad right-of-

way. Information about the

camps has been forwarded to

Union Pacific; we are waiting for

their response.  

The Wilkes Community Group

neighborhood association is

investigating to determine

whether the complaints reflect

an actual problem and if so, what

can be done about them.    

A full report will be made at the

next Wilkes Group meeting on

February 7, 6:30 PM at the St.

George Antiochian Church,

located at 2101 NE 162nd Ave.

Homeless
camps
investigated
in Wilkes 

Richard Mohley photo

This is one of the many camps set
up along the Union Pacific
Railroad right-of-way.



East Portland Neighbors,
Inc. distributes the East
Portland Neighborhood
News for free. The goal of
this newspaper is to build
our community voice
through publicizing the
activities and efforts of
neighbors in East Portland.
EPNN is produced by the
community, for the commu-
nity. Most of the articles are
written by volunteers and
the responsibility for the
content is that of the
authors. Corrections are
made when the need is
clearly indicated, but East
Portland Neighbors, Inc.
does not verify the accuracy
of the statements. East
Portland Neighbors, Inc.
reserves the right to reject
submissions. 
If you have a community

event or public activity of
general interest to East
Portland residents, we would
like to include it in our paper.
We welcome your submis-
sions; they should not
exceed 350 words, photos
are encouraged. The paper is
published four times a year,
February, April, July, and
October. Deadline for next
issue is March 15th, 2017.
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MAYOR ELECT TED WHEELER
VISITS EAST PORTLAND
ACTION PLAN MEETING

continued from page 1

of East Portland who presented him
with bread and the “key to the city”
and the hearts of East Portlanders. 
His remarks covered the convening

of the committee of EPAP, which he
as one of many who suggested its
formation. He talked about having a
greater vision, not only in the City of
Portland but state wide. He advocat-
ed for greater investments in East
Portland, including those related to

the homeless issue, transportation,
and social needs. 
Mayor Elect Ted Wheeler chal-

lenged the EPAP committee to har-
ness the energy of East Portland's
diversity, age, culture and race. To
unite and answer the challenge to
create a greater vision of what our
community might be.

Mayor Elect Ted Wheeler speaks before members and guests of the December EPAP Meeting.

By Abdikadir Bashir

The Center for African
Immigrants and Refugees of
Oregon (CAIRO) launched its
preschool program last fall
(this school year) with funding
from Oregon’s Early Learning
Division.
Many thanks to our United

Way of the Columbia-
Willamette who spearheaded
the efforts to both increase
access to quality preschool

and to enhance quality in
existing early education pro-
grams for preschool aged chil-
dren in Oregon. CAIRO

Academy was specifically
launched to strengthen the
ever-growing disconnection
between African families and
the children’s school and to
ultimately close the academic
achievement disparities in our
public schools. 
The families whose children

attend our daycare have
incomes below the 200%
Federal poverty guideline and
are mostly in the SE neighbor-
hoods. Besides our preschool
program, CAIRO also works
with school-aged children in
its tutoring and mentoring pro-
grams and also with parents
and teachers through organiz-
ing, support and trainings. Our
appreciation goes to the City
of Portland’s Mayor and
Council members for funding
this program. 
CAIRO is a statewide, grass-

roots not-for-profit organiza-
tion that engages, educates
and empowers the over 20,000
Oregon’s African immigrants

and refugees (AIR) communi-
ties with a view to inspire hope
so they rise above the circum-
stances that marginalize them. 
We work with a range of part-

ners and in collaboration with
community leaders and CBOs
to achieve our objectives and
vision. Our Mission is to
enhance social justice and
achieve parity for the African
immigrants and refugees com-
munity through organizing,
collaborative leadership, and
advocacy. CAIRO envisions a
more just and equitable socie-
ty where all can thrive. 
You can learn more about

CAIRO at
http://www.cairopdx.org/  

Cairo Academy

Students enjoy a sunny day at the CAIRO Academy.

Renters’

Rights

Hotline
503-288-0130
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LOCAL ORGANIZATION PARTNER WITH
LANGUAGE LEARNERS TO CARE FOR
TREES continued from page 1

the partnership as a way for her
organization to build authentic
relationships with members of
east Portland’s immigrant and
refugee community. The week
prior to the excursion, Ms.
Jamison joined us in class to
engage our group with hands-on
learning activities. Together, we
introduced learners to common
orchard tools, passed around a
young fig tree (which we then

planted together on Saturday
morning), and tasted and talked
about freshly picked figs.   
In 2017, P-P-T and the

Environmental Services Tree
Program will continue to provide
English-language learners in
east Portland with activities and
excursions. Upcoming excur-
sions will include planting trees
with Friends of Trees and addi-
tional tree care opportunities

with Portland Fruit Tree Project. 
People-Places-Things’ Midland

Library classes are free and held
Wednesdays and Thursdays
from 6-7:30 PM. For more infor-
mation, visit pptpdx.com/cur-
rent-classes. To learn more
about the Environmental
Services Tree Program and its
commitment to equitable serv-
ice, please visit portlandore-
gon.gov/bes/trees.

By Cathy Geiger 

At the November 2016

General meeting for the

Pleasant Valley Neighborhood

Association (PVNA) a forum

was held about the Homeless

situation that had expanded

into our area after the

Springwater Trail sweeps.  

Participating in the forum was

Ben Mauro, Housing

Development Coordinator for

Mayor Hales and Galina Burley,

Manager Security for Portland
Parks Bureau and Lynn Barlow,
Manager Nature Areas for
Portland Parks. 
The topic had become front

and center in recent weeks with
the movement of campers to
the Brookside Park and Nature
Areas adjacent the Foster
Floodplain. 
It was a full room of approxi-

mately 40 residents who came
out to hear the representatives
explain their positions, ask

questions and voice their con-

cerns of this growing issue. 

“I am very proud of the neigh-

bors of Pleasant Valley and the

Board Members who worked

on this critical issue,” stated

newly selected PVNA Chair

Paul Grosjean. “We were able

to work with the involved city

agencies in a collaborative

fashion to achieve a timely res-

olution without the conflict and

rancor that so often is present.”

Powell Valley neighbors
hold Homeless Forum 

Photo by Cathy Geiger 

Pleasant Valley neighbors attending homeless forum.

By James Kreipe
Chair, Friends of Gates Park 

Gates Park is the large area of
vacant land east of SE 136th
Ave and North of Holgate com-
prising several acres and is part
of the Portland Parks and
Recreation system. Over the
last 10 years, a few homes and
private lots have been quietly
purchased by the City of
Portland and absorbed into the
Park boundary. 
Being presently unimproved

and unused for many years,
Portlanders have been passing
Gates Park without realizing it
as public park property. That
situation is about to change. 
The neighborhood around

Gates Park has recently joined
together by forming the Friends
of Gates Park. This effort was
initiated in the spring of 2016
by a few neighbors who felt it
was time to draw attention to
the Park and determine how
the neighborhood could seek
improvements to the large
empty property. 
Those who attended the first

meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of
May, 2016, chose to discuss
the most pressing need: illegal
camping. This camping within
the park and long term recre-
ational vehicle parking and liv-
ing on the Park perimeter was
making the park area unsafe.
The group sought assistance
from Portland Parks and the
Department of Transportation
with good success. Today, end

of December 2016, there are
presently no campers or RVs
on the Park boundary.  
As the Friends of Gates Park

continued to meet throughout
the following months, many
neighbors came together to
focus on other issues and to
begin a dialog with Portland
Parks and Recreation to under-
stand how Gates Park might be
better maintained and
improved. Upon meeting with
city park officials and continu-
ing regular meetings on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at 7PM,
the group came to a consen-
sus. We chose to focus our
energies on four goals: 
• Improved maintenance 
• Create a path within the park 
• Get a park sign 
• Seek long term major park

improvements 
As 2017 begins, the Friends of

Gates Park are happy to
announce that we have or will
soon achieve the first three
goals. Gates Park will receive
more routine maintenance by
city park crews, but also by the
neighborhood who has
responded with routine litter
collection.
If you are interested in joining

the energy of the Friends of
Gates Park, contact James
Kreipe, Chair, jimk@square-
dealremodel.com Meetings will
resume February 14, at 7 PM in
February. Meeting location will
be announced.

Progress at
Gates Park

Jim Kreipe,
Judy
Johnston
and Lora
Martin work
on laying
out the park
path in
August of
2016.

By Tammy Elliott

Parkrose Heights Association
of Neighbors was awarded an
East Portland Action Plan
Civic Engagement Grant for
developing a design for an
Elder/Council Circle area at
the Hazelwood Hydropark.
Tammy Elliott is member of the
Oglala Lakota band and the
design/outreach lead on this
project. Below is one of her
outreach experiences. 
Recently I had the privilege of

spending an evening with the
lady elders of the Siletz Tribe
at their monthly pot luck held
at their tribal offices at SE 127

and Stark. Arlene Kimura and I
had the pleasure of presenting
to these ladies the proposed
designs for an elder/council
circle at a portion of the
Hazelwood Hydropark on NE
117th and NE Holladay. I
explained that I am talking to
Native Americans (and others)
about an elder/council circle. I
need ideas and feedback from
the local Native Americans as
well as from the boarder
Native American community in
the Portland area for an inclu-
sive design for the circle. 
I found that I totally enjoyed

Native American projects
for Elder/Council Circle 

continued on page 4
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By Tom Badrick

On the last weekend of 2016,
a small but brave group
installed a new kiosk at
Hazelwood Hydropark. You
might be thinking, seen one
kiosk, seen them all. Not true
in this case. Ours is one of a
kind, designed by local but
well known artist, Ivan Mclean,
and our very own Christopher
Mascioicchi. This kiosk
weighs in around 600 lbs., is
strong enough for our winter
east winds and hosts enough
space for us to post notices in
4 languages.
This kiosk is the work of the

Friends of Hazelwood
Hydropark. We have worked
closely with the Portland
Water Bureau to improve the
park without using any money
that comes from your utility
bills. The Water Bureau has
been great to work with, sup-
porting our efforts to have cul-
tural performances as well as
enhancements like this kiosk. 
The kiosk would not happen

without the support of a few
groups. First the City of
Portland for providing funding
though the Small Grants pro-

gram (Office of Neighborhood
Involvement). Second, a por-
tion of the Kiosk was through
the grants provided by East
Portland Neighborhood Office
and last but very much not
least by the East Portland
Action Plan. 
If you want to learn more about

the park or be part of future
efforts to make this space
even better, you can check
out our Facebook Page at
https://www.facebook.com/Ha
zelwoodHydropark. You can
also email me at
badrickt@gmail.com. 

Hydropark
has new
kiosk

Christopher Mascioicchi photo

The new Hazelwood
Hydropark Kiosk.

By Jocelyn Gaudi
and Linda Robinson

Friends of Gateway Green Board Members 

Friends of Gateway Green
(FoGG) launched its second
crowdfunding campaign on
September 13th with the sup-
port of Oregon’s Kitchen Table
with a goal to raise $100,000
for construction of the Dirt Lab,
a community funded project to
develop mountain biking and
hiking trails at Gateway Green.
The crowdfunding effort saw
early success with 43% of the
goal raised on the very first day
of the campaign, and the full
amount raised by October 15th.
The final tally came in at more
than $101,000, enough to meet
the match requirement for the
$1 million Metro Nature in
Neighborhoods Capital Grant. 
Following the successful

fundraising effort, construction
began at Gateway Green. A site
plan was developed; contracts
were signed with a project
manager and professional trail
builders; construction equip-
ment was moved into the park.
The Friends of Gateway Green
would like to thank the
Northwest Trail Alliance (NWTA)
for their generous donation of
the ST240 Trail Building
machine to help cut singletrack
into the dirt!  
Three volunteer work parties

were organized to aid the build-
ing effort and to pull invasive
ivy. Additional improvements
have been made on the site as
well, including a gravel pad,
two storage containers, and a
fence for security. This infra-
structure will be used to store
equipment and supplies for
events hosted at Gateway
Green once it’s open to the
public later this year. 
A major volunteer work party

at Gateway Green is sched-

uled for Saturday, February

11. One crew will help build the
trails while other crews will
focus on removing invasive

species and picking up trash.
Tools and food will be provided.
For more information, and to
register, visit:  http://nw-
trail.org/events/big-dig-dirt-lab/ 
Stay tuned for announce-

ments about future volunteer
work parties to help build the
Dirt Lab. Plans are also in the
works for a big Kick-Off cele-

bration, likely on June 24th. 
Find more information at

www.gatewaygreenpdx.org or
follow along on Facebook at
facebook.com/FriendsofGatew
ayGreen.  2017 is shaping up to
be an incredibly exciting year
for Gateway Green! 

Friends of Gateway Green
successfully reaches
Crowdfunding Goal; begins
construction on-site 

Photo by Jason Van Horn/bermstyle.com

A volunteer hard at work to help build out the Dirt Lab at Gateway
Green.

the camaraderie and ease of
self these ladies had with each
other and the knowledge and
depth of the information they
gave me. It made me a little
homesick for my childhood
memories in Pine Ridge, South
Dakota. I can remember going
to visit my grandparents and
their friends. Always, when I

entered my grandparents’
home, I was told to get myself
a bowl of food, a piece of fry
bread, sit and eat, and do not
interrupt any of the elders. The
elders at Pine Ridge had that
same aura of kinship, cama-
raderie and wisdom as I found
with the Siletz elders.
That sense of kinship, ease,

wisdom and welcoming is
what I am trying to portray with
my design.  We need to have
our elders guide us to follow
the Native American Red Road
of our people’s ideas and aspi-
rations. I appreciate all the
help I have had and look for-
ward to more interaction prior
to developing a final design.  

By Ron Glanville

Mary Hull Caballero, Portland
City Auditor and Audit Team
created a report: Community
and Neighborhood
Involvement: Accountability
limited, rules and funding
model outdated. 

Report praises East
Portland Neighborhood
office:
Some neighborhoods also

expanding participation - While
programs unrelated to geogra-
phy expanded, many neighbor-
hoods continued active neigh-
borhood associations. 
Some neighborhood associa-

tions and district coalitions are
working within the existing
neighborhood model, while
also expanding outreach to
diverse communities. For
example, the East Portland
Neighborhood Office expanded

its advisory committee to
include representation from
community groups beyond the
neighborhood associations. 

Funding is not equitable
Office of Neighborhood

Involvement grant funding for
the district coalition offices is
based on a historical formula of
unknown origin. Base funding to
coalitions and other grantees
has not been updated to
respond to annexations, devel-
opment, demographic changes,
increases in population, or work-
load. 
While East Portland’s popula-

tion has increased significantly
through growth and annexa-
tion, funding for its coalition
office has not grown relative to
the other coalitions. The East
Portland Neighborhood Office
is funded at the lowest level of

East Portland
Neighborhood Office
coalition praised by
City Auditor 

continued on page 7

NATIVE AMERICAN PROJECTS FOR
ELDER/COUNCIL CIRCLE continued from page 3
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By Douglas Moore

In 2016, the international
Olympic committee gave full
recognition to two of the fastest
growing sports in the world:
Disc Golf and Ultimate Frisbee.
Ultimate has been seen being
played at sports fields in our
neighborhood for awhile but
now conversations are taking
place to potentially bring a Disc
Golf course to John Luby Park
in the near future. Portland has
been a world-wide recognized
hub of Disc Golf for years-

hosting the World
Championships in 2014 at Blue
Lake course in Troutdale- but
the installation of a smaller
nine-hole course at John Luby
Park would bring the sport into
our neighborhood.
Disc Golf was invented in

1974 and is played similar to
'ball' golf. A disc/frisbee is
thrown from a tee pad towards
a basket equipped with chains
to help catch the disc.
Part of the appeal of Disc Golf

has been the perfect combina-
tion of getting moderate exer-

cise with a leisurely pace. All
ages can play Disc Golf and
you'll frequently find both 10
year olds and 70 year olds out
on the course- the whole family
can participate. 
The schools in the area will

also benefit as it will give them
more options for school related
outdoor activities. I'm an ele-
mentary school teacher and
I've led a successful disc golf
group at my school.
John Luby Park is the perfect

setting for a disc golf course as
there are enough open spaces

wandering through the abun-
dance of trees to allow for chal-
lenging holes while also not
interfering with the playground,
walkers, and other people using
the park.
The disc golf community has

worked hand-in-hand with
numerous community parks
around Portland to make the
experience of the park an
enjoyable one for all. With some

more planning and conversa-
tions, a Disc Golf course will
add to the many outdoor
options for our neighborhood
and- who knows- possibly be
the springboard to Olympic
dreams for some of our local
youth. 
I know I look forward to taking

my young son to the course
with me for a fun round of disc
golf!

AMERICAN LEGION PORTLAND POST #1 
1830 SE 122nd       503-252-2201 

BINGO THURSDAYS 
5:30 PM Grill open at 4 PM 

SUNDAY BREAKFAST   
9 AM TO 11:30 AM 

FOR HALL RENTALS CALL   

Dad shows his son how a disk golf point is scored.

America’s fastest growing sport
comes to Russell neighborhood park

By Nick Sauvie

Here is the Budget
Mapping Analysis as of
November, 2016.
At the request of the East

Portland Action Plan, in
2011 Mayor Sam Adams
directed city bureaus to map
their investments geographi-
cally. Budget mapping has
been an invaluable tool to
track the progress in achiev-
ing equity for the most disin-
vested neighborhoods in
Portland. 

Housing 
The Portland Housing

Bureau is the only bureau
that invests less in East
Portland today than it did at
the beginning of budget
mapping (Chart 1; note: PHB
did not begin reporting until
2012). 
A chart [Figure 1] shows

just how under-invested
East Portland has been in
housing. Had East Portland
received the citywide per
capita average investment,
there would have been an
additional $33.5 million that

could have been used to
address critical housing
needs. Assuming typical
leverage for affordable hous-
ing projects, these additional
funds could have produced
hundreds more units in East
Portland. PHB recognizes
the disparity and has pro-
posed a new $1.5 million per
year multi-family rehab pro-
gram for for-profit landlords,
but clearly much more
needs to be done. The prior-
ities of EPAP’s Housing
Subcommittee include: 
• Additional funding for

nonprofit multi-family
rehab, which ensures
long-term affordability 

• Housing funding available
outside of urban renewal
areas 

• Promoting homeowner-
ship for communities of
color 

• Dedicated funds for
strategic locations such
as the Rosewood and
Jade districts, as well as
the Division Bus Rapid
Transit corridor 

Parks 
Parks investment in East

Portland increased from
$13.6 million in 2011 to
$29.6 million in 2016. “This
reflects park improvements
that have been long time
EPAP priorities: Gateway

Discovery and Luuwit View
Parks – currently under con-
struction – and master plan-
ning for two additional
parks: Midland and Mill. It
also includes the acquisition
of 7.5 acres for a park at SE
150th & Division, and master
planning for that property.” 
The Park Bureau adopted a

Community Benefits Plan,
which is a priority for the
EPAP Economic
Development and Housing
Subcommittees. The plans
include strong equity goals
for minority and women-
owned firms along with
training and employment for
disadvantaged workers.

These projects are also the
first time that the City of
Portland has adopted local
hiring goals for East
Portland. 
Parks is also the only

bureau in this analysis to
exceed a fair share of per
capita investment in East
Portland. Chart 4 shows
East Portland investment at
116% and 112% of the city
average over the last two
years.  
Transportation 
Annual transportation

investment in East Portland
nearly tripled between 2011
and 2016. This reflects both
the very poor infrastructure
that existed here prior to
budget mapping and imple-
mentation of East Portland
in Motion safety, sidewalk
and bicycle improvements
over the last five years.  
Although the increase in

transportation investment is
significant, it should be
noted that at no time has
East Portland attained the

East Portland Action Plan six-year budget
mapping analysis 

continued on page 6

Figure 1: East Portland Per Capita Housing –
Investment vs. City Average

Figure 2: East Portland Per Capita Transportation –
Investment vs. City Average
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per capita city average (See
Figure 2). During this period
there have been huge invest-
ments in the central city’s
infrastructure (Tilikum
Crossing, street car exten-
sion, etc.) 
If the Portland Bureau of

Transportation had invested
the city average here, East
Portland would have gained
$10.8 million per year. East
Portland’s transportation pri-
orities are: 
• Completion of East

Portland in Motion proj-
ects 

• Development of the
Division Bus Rapid Transit
facility without displacing
long-time East Portland
residents or losing local
bus service now provided
by Line #4 

• Improve mass transit

service, especially north-
south lines that connect to
jobs in the Columbia
Corridor 

• Improve multi-modal
access to commercial
revitalization areas, which
are Gateway Regional
Center, Lents Town
Center and the
Neighborhood Prosperity
Initiative districts:
Parkrose, Rosewood,
Jade and Division/Midway 

Quadrant Planning 
To implement Portland’s

new Comprehensive Plan,
the Bureau of Planning and
Sustainability intends to
develop new quadrant plans
for the various segments of
the city. An East Portland
Quadrant Plan would coordi-
nate the efforts of City
bureaus and address the

underinvestment described
in this analysis. EPAP is par-
ticularly interested in policies
and actions that will prevent

displacement of long-time
residents and communities
of color in East Portland.
We want to avoid the

wholesale displacement
that has historically
occurred in so many
Portland neighborhoods.

EAST PORTLAND ACTION PLAN SIX YEAR
BUDGET MAPPING ANALYSIS continued from page 5

By Richard Mohley

Although it was again held
during a rainstorm this year on
November 5, 2016, the fall
Neighborhood Clean-up,
organized by the Wilkes

Community Group neighbor-
hood association was a suc-
cessful. Dozens volunteers
helped hundreds of neighbors
unload tons of unwanted
goods.  Some of what was

brought in was recycled and
some was sent to just be
hauled away.  
Board member Carrie Goble

again organized the whole
project; coordinating with the

disposal company and super-
vising volunteers.
This year, a total of 11.5 tons

of refuse was taken to be
dumped; 2.3 tons of metals
were taken to a recycler and
neighbors cleared 3.5 tons of
yard debris from around their
homes.
Board members Kathi

Holmes, Jill Erickson, Alice
Blatt, Carrie Goble, Jim Blatt,
Richard Mohley and many oth-
ers helped drivers unload their

unwanted stuff.
Volunteers sorted it all by

type.  Tires, electronics, metals
and general junk were separat-
ed and disposed of in environ-
mentally friendly ways.      
Lots of discarded goods were

perfectly fine.  The families had
just out grown them. For
example tricycles, training
bicycles, scooters, cribs were
separated for anyone who
could use them.

Wilkes clean-up nets tons of trash

© 2017 David F. Ashton/East Portland News.com donated use images

Wilkes Board Member Carrie Goble gets a hand from East Portland Rover Donna Dionne, of the
Rockwood neighborhood.

Many hands help unload trash from neighbors’ vehicles.

By Richard Mohley

Wilkes Community Group (WCG)
neighborhood association is now
meeting at the St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Church,
located at 2101 NE 162nd Avenue.
The board wants to encourage

attendance by having a more
pleasant meeting place. In 2017,
WCG goals are to reach out to the
neighborhood with: 
• Informative presentations about

matters of local interest;
• A channel to express our con-

cerns to the City, County, and
other agencies; and,

• An avenue to become more

involved in the community.
Principle concerns include the

homeless population, street safety,
railroad trains running through res-
idential areas, graffiti, gang crimes
and a surge of house burglaries. 
St. George Antiochian Orthodox

Church is a lovely facility and eas-
ily accessible at a central location.
Our thanks to the good people at
the church for hosting our neigh-
borhood association meetings.

Wilkes Community Group changes meeting location 

Wilkes Community Group now
meets at St. George Antiochian
Orthodox Church.
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all of the coalitions on a per per-
son basis. Council has also
provided funds to East Portland
for the East Portland Action
Plan, but that activity is sepa-
rate from the general communi-
ty support of the East Portland
Neighborhood Office. 

Issues limiting Community
Connect goals
The Office of Neighborhood

Involvement has made
progress in meeting the goals
of Community Connect by
developing new programs to
increase support to underrepre-
sented groups. Despite these
new programs, City residents
report a decreasing ability to

influence public decisions. 
We found that further progress

toward the Community
Connect goals is limited by
three issues: 
1 The office does not hold

grantees accountable to
performance and contract
requirements, 

2. Core tasks assigned to the
office remain incomplete, 

3. The roles and responsibili-
ties of the City and commu-
nity organizations depend
on an outdated City Code,
standards, and funding
model. 

Read the entire report at:
http://www.portlandoregon.gov
/auditservices/article/597834

EAST PORTLAND
NEIGHBORHOOD OFFICE
COALITION PRAISED BY
CITY AUDITOR continued from page 4

By Arlene Kimura

Happy New Year all and I hope
your winter months were safe
and filled with wonderful times.
We have had some changes to
our Hazelwood Neighborhood
Association (HNA) Board due in
part to the last election. Jessica
Vega Pederson has resigned
from the board as she will now
be a fulltime Multnomah County
Commissioner, Pat Edwards
moved out of Oregon as did
David Hampsten.  So while we
are currently a smaller board,
we are still going to do things,
just differently or perhaps not
as many. 
Hazelwood is looking forward

to a springtime cleanup, prepar-
ing for summer events including
the new playground area and
bathroom in Ventura Park,
along with the concerts in
August and the fall opening of
Gateway Discovery Park.  We
will also partner with others on
happenings at the Halsey-
Weidler corridor including new

business openings and a revi-
talized streetscape, Gateway
Green events that are bringing
recreation opportunities to East
Portland, PP&R’s Summer-
Free-For-All, and many, more

good things in East Portland. 
We will also work with many

others to help bring solutions
and resolutions for East
Portland to the sky-rocking cost
of housing and houselessness,

needed infrastructure improve-
ments and more family-wage
jobs for our residents. We will
continue to remind all the pow-
ers-that-be that we are an area
of town that deserves signifi-
cant attention and dollars as the
one of the most vibrant parts of
Portland.   We need to have our
voices heard by all.  
A positive addition to the

neighborhood is artwork that
now covers a Portland Bureau
of Transportation signal control
box at the intersection of SE

122nd Avenue and Division
Street. It’s one of the worst traf-
fic corners of the entire City of
Portland.
The artwork for this “Art on a

Box” project as it is called was
done by a group of youth in
East Portland as part of a grant.
We have great people who do
good things.  Drive down there
and see the beautiful utility box. 
Our next general meeting will

be on March 20th at 6:30 PM at
the East Portland
Neighborhood Office.

Hazelwood Happenings 

© 2017 David F. Ashton/East Portland News.com donated use images

Here, cutting the dedication ribbon for the “Art on a Box” project is
Kem Marks, along with student artists Yulaya Kostina and Donald
Thille as DMA District Manager Lori Boisen looks on.

Yulaya Kostina shows some of her artwork “on the box”, a pastel of a
path and trees, which looks like a watercolor painting..

By Cathy Geiger

The Pleasant Valley
Neighborhood Association
(PVNA) said goodbye to outgo-
ing chair Karen Hubbard and
honored her with a plaque.
Karen has helped transform

the board over the past five
years. 
With Karen at the helm, the

board members were expand-
ed to include more representa-
tives in the west end of the
neighborhood, created the
Hidden Gems award, fix-it-fair,
annual clean up events and
more.  
We wish Karen success in her

move into Clackamas County,
where undoubtedly she will

continue to be involved at the
same level, helping PVNA from
the other side, so to speak.
She will be missed!

Pleasant Valley
says goodbye to
Board Chair

Photo by Cathy Geiger

Karen Hubbard accepts her
plaque.

By Sean Cruz

Jim PepperFest 2017, the 5th
annual Jim Pepper Native Arts
Festival, will be held on the last
Saturday of September at our
permanent home, the campus

of Parkrose High School.
A community building cele-

bration was again held again
on September 24, 2016 on a
grassy knoll in the neighbor-
hood where James Gilbert

(Jim) Pepper (Kaw/Muskogee
Creek) (1941-1992) grew up.
The charitable purpose of the
Jim Pepper Native Arts
Festival is to improve access
to music education in Jim

PepperFest finds home
in Parkrose

The Nephews perform.
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PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS PAPER

SHARE WITH A
FRIEND

By Annette Stanhope

Thanks to everyone who par-
ticipated in our November
potluck! We got two turkeys
donated from Grocery Outlet
and lots of tasty dishes brought
from the neighborhood. We had
ribs, homemade guacamole,
fried rice, fresh croissants – just
to name a few. No one went
away hungry. 
Dr. Karen Gray and Parkrose

School District volunteers made
themselves available for its
Appreciative Inquiry (Building
on Our Strengths) survey. 
And last but not least, we said

farewell to Portland Police
Bureau Officer Jason Jones,
who has worked in our neigh-
borhood for the last 4 years. We
will miss him, but wish him well
on the next chapter in his career
in the Behavior Health Unit as it
coordinates officers for its
Enhanced Crisis Intervention
Team, to help those dealing
with mental health crises. 

We would also like to thank
Prism House for hosting its
Second Annual DIY Open
House in early December. This
was a lovely, family-friendly
opportunity for neighbors to
create holiday ornaments,
cookies, cards and decora-
tions. 
And the event helped raise

money, food and clothing for
the Gateway Project. Sponsors
who helped include Grocery
Outlet, Historic Parkrose,
Splimm, Parkrose Business
Association, Hookset
Automotive, Inc., Oregon Hemp
Works, Northwest Pest Control
Inc., Empower White Label,
Doterra Wellness Advocate

Whitney Kabanuk,
Wander ingsp i r i t spdx .com
Nice work, Prism House and
sponsors! 
If you’d like to help with these

events in 2017, or even just
want to suggest some new

ideas, contact Annette
Stanhope at parkroseneigh-
bors@gmail.com for the potluck
or Sammantha Montanaro at
hello@prismhousepdx.com for
the “Do It Yourself” event.

Parkrose hosts fall events 

Photo by Kate Coenen

Portland Police Bureau Officer Jason Jones and Parkrose neighbors
listen to some words of appreciation.

© 2017 David F. Ashton/East Portland News.com donated use image

In the Prism House dining room, Katherine Darby and Earl Darby are
fashioning a Holiday wreath during the 2nd annual DYI event.

Pepper’s name.
We do not charge admission

so as not to exclude anyone for
lack of funds. Everyone is wel-
come, and families are encour-
aged to attend. 
Jim PepperFest was designed

to be a free event, a strategic
decision based on economic
realities in East Portland neigh-
borhoods, as well as an oppor-
tunity to demonstrate the cul-
tural attributes of potlatch, or
“giving back” to the community. 
Central to our mission is the

awarding of Jim Pepper
Remembrance Scholarships to
worthy music and dance stu-
dents.  Beginning with Jim
PepperFest 2017, we will award
four “Remembrance scholar-
ships” annually; to two
Parkrose students and two
Native American/First Nations
students “living on or off reser-
vation, anywhere throughout
the US and Canada.” 
Jim PepperFest performers

include local students and tour-
ing professionals. We want to
encourage student participa-

tion in every area of event pro-
duction. 
Our performers and speakers

often speak and sing in their
own indigenous languages,
tongues native to this continent
that have become near-extinct
or endangered since the 19th

century. We celebrate these
languages and invest much of
our resources in documenting
the performances in video.  
Travel Portland is one of our

key partners. We have our own
page on the Travel Portland
website (https://www.travel-
portland.com/article/jim-pep-
per/) and our event is being
marketed as one more great
reason to visit Portland.  
We are building on Mayor

Charlie Hales’ 2016
Proclamation of Jim Pepper
Week in the City of Portland.
The support of our East
Multnomah neighbors is vital to
our success, and we look for-
ward to building our future in
partnership with you. 
We invite East Portland Action

Plan and other nonprofit com-
munity services organizations
to table for free. 
For more information, please

contact me at music@jimpep-
perfest.net, or on Facebook at
Jim Pepper Native Arts Festival.

PEPPERFEST FINDS HOME IN PARKROSE continued from page 5

James Greeley and Dr. Karen Gray.

Foster Kalama performs.
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By Richard Bixby, Director 

We at the East Portland Office
EPNO) recognize that in the
wake of this national election
many communities may be
feeling especially vulnerable
and afraid due to the hateful
and divisive language and
behavior used during the cam-
paign. 
Now, more than ever, is the

time to come together - to sup-
port one another, to stand

together, and to really see each
other as neighbors, friends, and
community. 
All of us at EPNO will continue

to support East Portland com-
munity work and build relation-
ship and partnerships, and
remain grounded in mutual
respect. We encourage you to
continue to use our space and
resources for your community
organizing.

EPNO is a safe and
welcoming space!

By Sherrie Pelsma

Winter has just arrived, and it’s
a chilly one. If the East Wind is
something you notice even
when indoors, if your energy bills
are creeping up, if you your
home just feels cold all the time,
then read on! There are many
things you can do, whether you
rent or own, live in an apartment,
mobile home, house, or trailer. 
Community Energy Project has

been providing basic Do-it-
Yourself Weatherization
Workshops since 1979 and in
that time have amassed a mar-
velous collection of simple,
effective, and incredibly afford-
able measures to keep energy
costs down while increasing
comfort. These workshops are
typically held in evenings and on
weekends in different locations
around Multnomah County, and

qualified participants receive a
free kit of weatherization sup-
plies (worth about $80) that can
be put to use the minute you get

home. The average participant
saves about $30/mo in the heat-
ing season, and 97% of the par-
ticipants say that they’re more

comfortable in their homes after
utilizing what they learned in the
workshop. 
Learn to better use your appli-

ances – adjust your hot water
heater temperature, change a
furnace filter, clean fridge and
baseboard heater coils. Learn
where many common drafts
occur and what to do about
them. Even the way you arrange

your furniture can increase com-
fort! You may be surprised at
how much you learn from this
interesting, engaging class. 
Call 503-284-6827 x108 or

check www.communityener-
gyproject.org for a calendar of
upcoming classes and registra-
tion. All are welcome to attend,
including children.

Cozy up your home this winter

Photo by Community Energy Project

By Londa Sundin
Chair, Parkrose Educational Foundation

The Parkrose Educational
Foundation invites you to
attend their 14th annual dinner
and auction, "Bloom Where
You're Planted" on Saturday
April 22, 2017 at the Portland
Airport Sheraton. Your $55 tick-
et gives you a silent auction full
of awesome community dona-
tions, wine, a full course meal
and a live auction with wonder-
ful getaways and surprises.
Music and dancing, provided
by Portland's own Scott Tom,
will top off your evening. 
Founded in 1994, the

Parkrose Educational
Foundation is a group of volun-
teers whose mission is to
enhance the educational expe-
riences of Parkrose students.

In the past few years some of
the things their grants have
provided are library books,
ukuleles and drums for elemen-
tary music students, light tables
for kindergarten students to
explore nature, field trips to
local colleges as well as ongo-
ing support for the districts Life
Skills classes and Outdoor
School. 
Join the Parkrose community,

alumni, staff and friends on
April 22nd and help Parkrose
students “Bloom Where
They're Planted”. For more
information on the PEF, to
donate an auction item or buy
tickets, please visit our website,
www.parkroseedfdn.org or
send an email to
predfdn@gmail.com.

Parkrose Educational
Foundation promotes
April event

By Claudia Christensen García
Portland Brownfield Program

The City of Portland Bureau of
Environmental Services
Brownfield Program has new
funds available to provide Phase
I and Phase II environmental site
assessment and cleanup plan-
ning to sites in Portland. 
Our goal for these funds is to

work in partnership with diverse
community organizations to
identify strong projects in need
of assistance. Selected projects
will benefit existing neighbors,
and funds will bridge a critical

gap to bring contaminated land
back into active reuse.
Funding has a target area of

East Portland; certain projects in
other areas of the city may qual-
ify. 
The purpose of the assistance

is to catalyze brownfield property
cleanup and redevelopment in
order to protect human health
and the environment, revitalize
neighborhoods, recapture lost
tax revenue, provide employ-
ment, and enhance the econom-
ic well-being of Portland’s com-
mercial and industrial districts.

Past projects have included
brownfields that became small
businesses, nonprofit offices,
affordable housing, gardens, and
many other end uses. 
For a look at some funded proj-

ects, explore our website
www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/br
ownfields. If you know of a proj-
ect in need of assessment fund-
ing, please contact Jenn
Bildersee for more information
on eligible sites and activities.
Jenn.Bildersee@portlandore-
gon.gov  (503) 823-7764.

New grant funding available
for site assessment 

By Irene Konev

The Portland City Auditor’s
Independent Police Review
(IPR) is responsible for the civil-
ian oversight of the Portland
Police Bureau (Police Bureau).
The Citizen Review Committee

(CRC) is an advisory body to
IPR and the Police Bureau. 
CRC holds appeal hearings of

police misconduct investiga-
tions; listens to community con-
cerns; periodically serves on the
Police Review Board, an advi-

sory body to the Chief of Police
that makes recommendations
as to findings and disciple of
sworn police members; reviews
Police Bureau policies; and
advises IPR on complaint han-

Recruiting members for Citizen
Review Committee

continued on page 12
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East Portland Action Plan
(EPAP) general meeting
Purpose: To coordinate imple-

mentation of action items in the
East Portland Action Plan.
Regular meeting: 4th

Wednesdays, 6:30 - 8:30 PM

at David Douglas District Office
Board Room, 1500 SE 130th (at
SE Market & 130th).  

EPAP Chairs
Purpose: To plan for and

organize the EPAP.
Regular meeting: 1st

Tuesdays, 6:00 – 8:00 PM at
the East Portland Neighbo-

rhood Office, 1017 NE 117th

Ave., Portland 97220 (between

Halsey and Glisan at the foot

of the watertower). 

EPAP Civic Engagement

Subcommittee

Purpose: To organize cultural

plus language specific civic

engagement workshops, share

curriculum, advocate for ongo-

ing funding, and advise on

East Portland cultural plus lan-

guage specific issues and proj-

ects.

Regular meeting: 3rd

Tuesdays, 6:30 – 8:30 PM at

the East Portland

Neighborhood Office, 1017 NE

117th Ave., Portland 97220

(between Halsey and Glisan at

the foot of the watertower).

EPAP Communications
Committee
Purpose: To provide commu-

nication support (materials and
web page development, and
translation/interpretation) to the
EPAP. 
Regular meeting: 2nd

Tuesdays of every other

Month at 6:00 PM at the East
Portland Neighborhood Office,
1017 NE 117th Ave., Portland
97220 (between Halsey +
Glisan at the foot of the water-
tower).

EPAP Economic
Development (EcDev)
Subcommittee
Purpose: To develop a strong

business environment which
strengthens existing business-
es, promotes new businesses,

and expands family wage jobs
in East Portland.
Regular meeting: 1st

Mondays, 5:00 PM at East
Portland Neighborhood Office,
1017 NE 117th, Portland 97220
(between Halsey and Glisan at
the foot of the watertower). 

EPAP Housing
Subcommittee
Purpose: To find common

ground in supporting a range of
housing types in East Portland
as a means to strengthen liv-
able communities; encourage
healthy, complete, and stable
neighborhoods; and promote
family wage jobs.
Regular meeting: 2nd

Mondays, 6:00 – 7:30 PM at
the East Portland
Neighborhood Office, 1017 NE

117th Ave., Portland 97220
(between Halsey and Glisan at
the foot of the watertower). 

EPAP Technical Advisory
Committee
Purpose: To work collabora-

tively with municipalities to
implement Action items and to
coordinate website reports of
agency progress on specific
Action items.
Regular meeting: 2nd

Tuesday every quarter next

meeting April 11, 2:30 – 4:00

PM at the Multnomah County
Building, 501 SE Hawthorn,
Conference Room 525 (5th
floor).

East Portland Action Plan (EPAP) was charged in 2009 by the City of Portland and Multnomah County to provide leadership
and guidance to public agencies and other entities on how to strategically address community-identified issues and allocate
resources to improve livability in East Portland and to prevent displacement. Everyone is welcome to Committee meetings.

Please, request childcare and language interpretation as needed to support your participation.

New members and proposals for new Representatives and Committees are always welcome!
Everyone is welcome to all meetings. You can find the Action Plan at www.eastportlandactionplan.org or by contacting

503.823.4035 or lore.wintergreen@portlandoregon.gov. To verify meetings, go to www.eastportlandactionplan.org/calendar.

EAST PORTLAND ACTION PLAN CALENDAR
East Portland Action Plan is an Issue, Interest based Organization in East Portland

By Sonja Mckenzie
Director, iUrban Teen

We had a great day on December 3
with seven iUrban teen families and
five families with Helping Hands and
the Forestry Service personnel from
Gifford Pinchot National Forest. Our
group met in Vancouver and traveled
to a ranger station in Carson, WA. 
Once we arrived, each family was

guided by a forestry service ranger or
staff to search for the perfect
Christmas tree to cut down and take
home. 
Once the trees were selected and

loaded the families were treated to a
bonfire with smores! Afterwards fam-
ilies headed back to ranger station for
lunch and discussion about the
forestry service. A great start to the
holidays!

iUrban Teen holds holiday tree event

iUrban Teen photos

ABOVE: iUrban Teens enjoying smores over the campfire at the tree event.
RIGHT: iUrban Teen selecting tree with the help of Forestry Service Personnel.

By Kate Virden

The Health Centers of UWS –
East Portland clinic is moving
down the road from the current
location before the end of this
calendar year. In August, the
university purchased a new
facility located at 12615 NE
Halsey Street, which is a short
distance from the current loca-
tion. The transition to the new
location is anticipated in late fall
after completion of minor interi-
or and exterior improvements.  
The new clinic site will provide

an improved environment for
patient care, access and park-
ing. The new facility is a promi-
nent, free-standing building that
will provide better overall visibil-
ity, more functional space

including easier vehicle
entrance and exit on NE Halsey
St. and NE 126th St., more
parking and reduced noise from
exterior sources.
The East Portland clinic is one

of four health clinics within the
Health Centers of UWS network
and provides health care servic-
es to members of the surround-
ing communities. Patient care is
provided by Dr. Franchesca
Vermillion, a chiropractic physi-
cian, and Dr. Daniel DeLapp, a
chiropractic physician who is
also a naturopathic physician
and licensed acupuncturist. 
The facility also offers mas-

sage therapy services that are
provided by licensed massage
therapists, Fran Rodriguez and

Skylar Harris. The clinic serves
the university as a training envi-

ronment for advanced students
in the institution’s doctor of chi-

ropractic and massage therapy
programs.

University Western States east Portland clinic moves

Call to Report Graffiti
503-823-4TAG (4824)
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General Meeting
Feb. 21, 7:00pm
March 21, 7:00pm
April 18, 7:00pm
Russellville Grange
12105 NE Prescott St.

Tom Badrick
503-539-8704
tbadrick@aol.com

General Meeting:
To Be Announced
Parkrose United
Methodist Church
11111 NE Knott St

Doug Cook 
doug_cook12@gmail.com

Board Meetings:
Feb. 21, 6:30pm
March 21, 6:30pm
April 18, 6:30pm
Portland Fire & Rescue Station 12
8645 NE Sandy Blvd.

General Meetings:
Feb. 7,  6:30pm
March 7,  6:30pm
April 4, 6:30pm
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
21010 NE 162nd Ave

General Meetings:
Thurs. March 16, 6:30pm
Thurs. May 18,  6:30pm
Hampton Hall; 
University of Western States Campus
2900 NE 132nd Avenue
Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/RussellNeighborhoodPDX

Ron Glanville
Ronglanville@gmail.com

Next Meetings:
Feb. 23,  7:00pm
May 25,  7:00pm
Glenfair School
15300 NE Glisan Street

Next Meeting:
March 20,  6:00pm
Rosewood Community
Center
16126 SE Stark, Street

General Meetings:
March 15, 7:00pm
May 17, 7:00pm
Pleasant Valley Grange Hall
17115 SE Foster Road
Follow PVNA on Facebook

General Meetings:
Feb. 13, 7:00pm
May 8, 2017, 7:00pm
Neighborhood Clean-up:
April, Exact date and location TBA
Ron Russell Middle School
3955 SE 112th Ave

Richard Dickinson
pgnaboard@gmail.com

Board Meeting: 
2nd Thursday of the month, 6:30pm
KingPins Bowling Center (Chalet Room)

3550 SE 92nd Ave.

General Meetings:
Feb. 28,   7:00pm
March 28, 2017,  7:00pm
April 25, 7:00pm
Lents Activity Center,
8835 SE Woodstock Blvd

General Meeting 6:30pm
Board Meeting 8:00pm
Feb. 27, 6:30pm
March 27, 6:30pm
April 24, 6:30pm
Gethsemane Church,
11560 SE Market St.

arlene.kimura@gmail.com

Board Meetings:
Feb. 20,  6:30 PM
April 24,  6:30 PM
General Meetings:
March 20,  6:30pm
East Portland Neighborhood Office
1017 NE 117th Avenue.

Next Meeting:
April 2017
Date and locations
of meeting TBA

Trevor Hopper
mill.park.pdx.chair@gmail.com

Paul Grosjean
paul@eperformancegroup.net

Annette Stanhope
parkroseneighbors@gmail.com

Judy Low
pmsi_92@hotmail.com
Follow LNA on Facebook

Richard Mohley
wilke.community.group.chair@gmail.com

Argay Terrace
Neighborhood Association

971-337-5290

East Portland eastportland.org

Argay Terrace Neighborhood Association http://www.eastportland.org/argayterrace 

Centennial Community Association http://www.eastportland.org/centennial

Glenfair Neighborhood Association http://www.eastportland.org/glenfair 

Hazelwood Neighborhood Association http://www.eastportland.org/hazelwood 

Lents Neighborhood Association http://www.eastportland.org/lents

Mill Park Neighborhood Association http://www.eastportland.org/millpark

Parkrose Neighborhood Association http://www.eastportland.org/parkrose

Parkrose Heights Association of Neighbors http://www.eastportland.org/PHAN

Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association http://www.eastportland.org/pgna

Pleasant Valley Neighborhood Assoc. http://www.eastportland.org/pleasantvalley

Russell Neighborhood Association http://www.eastportland.org/russell

Wilkes Neighborhood Association http://www.eastportland.org/wilkes

Woodland Park Neighborhood Assoc. http://www.eastportland.org/woodlandpark

East Portland Land Use/Transportation http://www.eastportland.org/LUTC

East Portland Websites

East Portland Neighborhood Chairs Group http://www.eastportland.org/NAChairs

East Portland Action Plan eastportlandactionplan.org

East Portland Neighbors http://www.eastportland.org/EPN

East Portland Parks Coalition http://www.eastportland.org/parks

East Portland Neighborhoods
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CRC members are appointed
by Portland City Council to
serve three-year terms.
Candidates must be Portland,

Oregon, residents or business
owners, and be impartial and
objective in regards to law
enforcement. 
Applications are available at

http://www.portlandoregon.gov/
ipr/  or the IPR office: City Hall,
1221 SW 4th Avenue, Room
140, Portland, OR 97204.
Return applications by 5:00 pm,
Wednesday February 8, 2017,
via fax 503-823-4571, e-mail
crc@portlandoregon.gov, mail,
or hand-delivery to IPR.

CITIZENS
REVIEW
RECRUIT

continued from page 9

By Quintin Bauer
SOLVE Program Director 

Every Earth Day people all
around the world come togeth-
er to bring attention to the
importance of protecting our
environment. Here in Oregon
we celebrate Earth Day by get-
ting our hands dirty outside,
improving our environment by

picking up trash, planting native
trees and shrubs, and removing
invasive non-native plants dur-
ing the statewide SOLVE T for
Earth Day event. 
SOLVE is currently accepting

applications from community
organizations and dedicated
individuals in East Portland,
and throughout the state to

lead local community projects
on SOLVE IT for Earth Day on
Saturday, April 22. Projects will
take place from 9am-1pm and
will engage volunteers in envi-
ronmental restoration and
cleanup efforts across Oregon.
The deadline for project appli-
cations is Wednesday, February
1. 
As part of SOLVE IT for Earth

Day teachers are encouraged
to involve their students in serv-
ice-learning activities any time
between April 17 and April 28. 
Last year, SOLVE IT for Earth

Day helped more than 7,000
Oregonians volunteer at 165

different sites across Oregon.
“As more people discover the

beauty that our state has to
offer, the strain on our parks,
natural areas, and neighbor-
hoods continues to increase. If
we want to ensure Oregon
remains the special treasure it is
today, it will take community
members stepping up and
committing their time and ener-
gy. Earth Day is the perfect time
to make a positive difference for
our environment. SOLVE is
ready to help individuals and
community groups organize
successful volunteer events in
their community to take care of

our special natural areas, parks,
waterways, and neighborhoods
they love,” said Quintin Bauer,
SOLVE Program Director. 
Volunteer leaders receive

assistance, including project
planning support and training,
event flyers and pre-event pub-
licity, online volunteer registra-
tion, and cleanup project sup-
plies. SOLVE also has a limited
number of small grants of up to
$100 for reimbursement of
qualifying project expenses.   
Interested leaders can apply

online at solveoregon.org or call
SOLVE at 503-844-9571.  

SOLVE IT for Earth Day held April 22

SOLVE photos

LEFT: Joining 7,000 other volunteers from across Oregon, young and old alike spread mulch around native
plants, helping to improve water quality and providing valuable wildlife habitat.
ABOVE: Girl Scouts come together, with thousands of other volunteers, during SOLVE IT for Earth 2016 to
remove invasive English Ivy from a local park.

By Kate Virden

On Veterans Day, November
11, Ordnance Brewing donated
all proceeds from HonoRED Ale
to University of Western States
(UWS) and the Northwest
Center for Lifestyle and
Functional Medicine
(NWCLFM). The tap house con-
tinues to donate all the pro-
ceeds to UWS, stopping when
the tap runs dry. Ordnance
chose to give to UWS because

of the free chiropractic and
massage services the university
provides to community veter-
ans in partnership with the
Returning Veterans Project. 
The veteran that nominated

UWS for the donations and
helped brew the HonoRED Ale
was Chris David Payne, who
says he recognizes recognize
the importance of providing
care for veterans saying, “I have
asked for help in the past when

I was struggling. I can’t even
put into words how good it feels
when someone has your back
when you need it. I know that
UWS does that and that’s why I
picked you guys.”
In May 2015, UWS launched a

partnership with the RVP and
became the largest provider of
health services in the partner-
ship for the 28-hours per week
of free chiropractic and mas-
sage services. University of

Western States has a mission to
serve and by partnering with
the Returning Veterans Project,

the university is able to help
Portland-area community veter-
ans that need it most.

Ordnance Brewing donates proceeds to UWS


