
Minutes for April 11th, 2011, 7 p.m. General Meeting
Ron Russell School, 3955 SE 112th Avenue

Call to Order:
The Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association meeting was held at Ron Russell Middle School, 3955 SE 112th 
Avenue.  Mark White called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  

Police Liaison Report:
Officer David Arnold reported some statistics from a police report dated 3/11/11 through 4/11/11.  There were 3 
robberies, 7 assaults, 14 burglaries, 37 larcenies, 27 vehicle thefts and 1 arson.  There has been some new graffiti 
(OGS) that is being done by some taggers that are not gang-related.

Approval of March 14th, 2011 General Meeting Minutes:
Motion was made to approve the minutes, was seconded and passed.

Announcements:
• Dolores reported they had 8 volunteers who planted wildflowers along Springwater Corridor.  There will be no 

more plantings this spring.  Will have an ivy pull in the fall. 
• Sharon White from PBOT reported there are 2 flyers on the back table for two Public Open Houses.  These pertain 

to the 122nd Avenue Pedestrian Crossing Improvements and High Crash Corridor Safety Project held on Mary 1st, 
2011 from 1:00 p.m to 3:00 p.m at Midland Library. The second open house will pertain to SE Foster Road High 
Crash Corridor with special guest Oregon Representative Ben Cannon on May 4th, 2011 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. at Lents Baptist Church.  Additionally, she brought some pedestrian flashers. 

• Debby Smith announced there will be a Spring Carnival at West Powellhurst School on April 26th, 2011 from 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. geared towards 4th and 5th graders and is open to everyone to attend.

• Dolores Wood reported the Greening Committees has had guests from Johnson Creek Water Shed Council and 
Audubon giving presentations about creating backyard habitats.  If interested refer to information on back table. 

• Claire Nystrom from Multnomah County Health Department brought some “Community Health Assessment” 
surveys for PGNA members to fill out and leave with her or they could be completed online. 

• The next can and bottle drive is on April 24th and May 8th, 2011 in front of the Sears by 122nd and Division.  
The last drive was very successful.

• Committee meetings are this Wednesday at Human Solutions starting at 6:00 p.m. for Public Safety.  Tom Barnes 
will talk at 6pm about earthquake awareness; 6:45 p.m. for Urban Agriculture in which Katy Kolker will talk about 
her goat co-op and the Portland Fruit Tree Project, 7:30 p.m. Greening; and 8:15 p.m Outreach & Membership.

• The 82nd Avenue Parade is April 30th, 2011.  If members want to march in the parade meet at East Portland 
Plaza.  Meet behind L.A. Fitness before or at 10:00 am. 

• NNO planning meeting on April 18th at 1:00 p.m. at Back to the Grind on 108th and Powell.
• There is a new business at Midway Plaza on 122nd and Division called the Mingala International Market; it is like 

a mini Fubon Market.  Mark talked with the owners of Midway Plaza about the vacancies and they indicated they 
have been turning away prospective businesses because they felt they were not appropriate for the neighborhood 
and have been holding out for the right tenants. Mark talked with them about putting in a Trader’s Joes, they 
thought that was a good idea and would probably approach Traders Joes.

• Tours of the Port of Portland, which is the 12th busiest port, are available for anyone interested in touring. Refer to 
information on back table.

• EPNO newspaper PGNA donated the most money out of all Neighborhood Associations.
• DDHS CDs are still on sale for $9.50.  All proceeds go back to the DDHS Music Department.



Structure of Meetings:  Mark asked members what we thought about how we would like to see the meetings 
structured. Such as how many presenters should we have per meeting and how much time should be spent, 
committee chairs give updates, have more break out sessions, have updates on outside committee meetings. Some of 
the suggestions mentioned included having committee chairs give reports, possibly have a list of upcoming 
meetings and their topics, and informed of legislation coming up.   

The PDC will be back to present at our May meeting — questions we would like answered include: since we have 
been part of the Urban Renewal Area for 13 years why aren’t we getting funds to improve PGN.  The last time PDC 
was here their information was more general and we would like it geared to be more specific to PGN.  PGN 
represents 30% of the URA and would like to know if the excess $6.4 million can be spent in PGN, see what 
businesses they would like to start in PGN, and acknowledge discrepancies in what was spent in Lents versus in the 
PGN overlap. If we think of anything else let Mark know.

Guest Speaker:
Sharon White from PBOT gave a presentation on Oregon Crosswalk laws. Laws include: once pedestrians put their 
foot in the street they have the right of way; it is illegal for pedestrians to cross-mid block unless it is marked with a 
crosswalk; and drivers at traffic stops have to give pedestrians 6 feet on either side. Also, once a month, usually the 
4th Wednesday from 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. PBOT partners with the police’s traffic division to enforce these laws. They 
prioritize high crash corridors which includes 122nd, Foster, 82nd and S.W. Barbur Blvd.  Signs and orange cones 
are placed blocks before the area to warn drivers of crosswalk enforcement.  Sometimes they give warnings other 
times tickets that cost $287.00.  She asked that members call 823-SAFE with any suggestions or problems.

Guest Speaker:
Leslie Pohl-Kosbau from Portland Parks and Recreation, the Director of Portland Community Gardens, reported 
Portland currently has 36 community gardens and that PGN currently has three, which are located at Earl Boyles, 
Gilbert Heights, and the third one at Fury Property next to Zenger Farm.  This garden is set to open on May 14th, 
2011 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. starting with a work party and then the grand opening.

Brian Bainnson Vice President for Friends of Portland Memory Garden discussed the fourth community garden being 
planned at the memory garden at Ed Benedict Park.   Brian has been involved with the Memory Garden and its 
design since 1998.  It was created to provide a safe environment for people with dementia.  Friends of the Portland 
Memory Garden will be partnering with Portland Parks to create this fourth community garden.  The community 
garden will add value to the Memory Garden and will showcase gardening techniques that can be used by seniors 
and people with disabilities.  Friends of the Memory Garden donated  $5,000.00 towards construction and are trying 
to get grants and other donations so the garden will hopefully open in 2012.  The garden will be divided into 
regular plots, raised beds for the disabled, and a plot for gardening demonstrations in which all produce will be 
donated to the community.  The cost of the plots, depending on size is $75.00 or $38.00 and $20.00 for the raised 
beds for the disabled.  Scholarship programs are also available. Other plantings will be edible landscapes around the 
perimeter to include blueberries and fruit trees.  The park already has a storage shed, restroom and water.  There are 
currently two paid gardeners who work for 4 hours per week for upkeep.

Guest Speaker:
Tim Hall from The Portland Water Bureau reported on the decision of City Council to construct underground 
reservoir’s, which would include a 25 million gallon on Kelly Butte and the 50 million gallon on Powell Butte.  The 
construction for Powell Butte is scheduled to start in June 2011 and Kelly Butte in September 2011.  These new 
reservoir’s will provide an emergency water supply that would last 3 to 4 days.  The underground reservoirs will only 
need to be cleaned every 5 years whereas the above ground need to be cleaned every six months.  The new reservoirs 
will also be able to sustain a 9-magnitude earthquake.  These areas will be fenced and new trees will be planted 
along with a walking path at the Kelly Butte reservoir.  Once construction is completed the open reservoir at Mt. 
Tabor will be disconnected.  

Meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.  I would like to thank all of the PGNA members who volunteer their time at 
neighborhood events and the members who sit on the committees/chairs that have such an important impact on our 
neighborhood.  Thanks Mark for the bringing the wonderful food from MicroMercantes.  Respectfully submitted by 
Barbara Klinger, PGNA Secretary. 


