
POWELLHURST-GILBERT NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association
Minutes of June 14th, 2010, 7p.m. General Meeting
Ron Russell Middle School, 3955 S.E. 11th Avenue

Call to Order
The Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association meeting was held at Ron Russell Middle School, 3955 S.E. 112th 
Avenue.  President Mark White called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

Approval of May 10th, 2010 General Meeting Minutes
Motion was made to approve the May 10th, 2010 minutes.  Motion was seconded and passed.

Police Liaison Report
No rep from the Police Department was at the meeting. Mark White indicated he had talked with the police 
department and told them we only wanted police officers to come to the meeting if they know what is happening in 
the area as opposed to having an Officer that does not even patrol our area.  Mark has invited the newly appointed 
Police Chief Reese to speak at the September meeting. Hopefully, the new Precinct Commander will also attend.

Treasurer’s Report
Judith Glad presented the treasurer report.  $642.00 in checks was written in May, with $500.00 of that being 
donated to Gilbert Heights for the library and the clothes closet.  Balance in checking is $2,749.00, and savings 
continues to earn $.03 a month in interest. Gilbert Heights thanked us for the donation in their newsletter.

Announcements
• Mary announced that the house on Gates Park on 136th was being torn down.
• Dolores announced another cleanup of non-native species at 122nd and Springwater Trail on October 9th.  Snacks 

will be provided for volunteers.
• Debby announced that there is kid friendly space available at Human Solutions for when the committees meet. 

She has a map on the back table for people who attend the general meeting to place a red dot where they live.
• Ray Hites who lives in Lents discussed the closing of Marshall High School and/or making it a focus school, 

which would hold 400 students and would be open to all of Portland Public School District (PPSD) students. 
These closures would mean most of PGN students who attended Marshall would have to transport to Madison, 
which is north of the Banfield freeway.   There has been discussion to petition being removed from PPSD and join 
David Douglas School District (DDSD).  Other discussions included changing boundaries, lease buildings, 
rebuilding Marysville School, etc.  Currently, every single school in DDSD is over capacity.  

• Committee meetings meeting are at Human Solutions every second Wednesday starting at 6pm.
• The youth intern grant is complete.  Copies of the project DVD are available.  If you take one home, please bring 

it back. The DVD includes students talking about the experience and also has Mark and Tom talking about their 
experience with working the students. 

• The permit for the bike boulevard at Ed Benedict Park is complete.  A copy of the map on the back table.  
Completion is scheduled for June/July.

• Civic Ecology Grant is moving forward. They found a fiscal sponsor — The Natural Step.  The neighborhood 
support letter has been submitted.

• There will be an event to honor Barbara Rommel on her retirement as the DD Superintendent. This will be June 
16th at the DDHS office on S.E.130th.



• Donations to PGNA may be made on our Internet site through Pay Pal.  Contributions are tax deductible.
• Kelly Butte Project for ivy removal has been cancelled.  There were problems with getting private property owners 

permission to allow access on their properties. Possibly try again in September or October.
• Mark asked how members liked the new meeting format starting with the general meeting business, breakout 

sessions and presentations last.  Most liked the format. Non Profit organizations are encouraged to participate in 
the break out sessions if they wish to participate sooner than an open presentation slot.  We are booked for 
presenters until September 2011. We are trying to get more parents with children to come but still need a 
volunteer to staff the childcare room. If needed PGNA could pay for this service.

• East Portland Action Plan is June 23rd at DDSD Board Room.  Food is provided.  Childcare and interpretation are 
provided with reasonable notice.

• Urban Agricultural Advisory Group meeting postponed until September.
• PGNA still needs a Friends of Trees coordinator. With no coordinator, we will not have a tree planting in the Fall.
• A sample flier for the East Portland Exposition is available.
• S.E. 122nd Pilot Project information on the table.
• National Night Out at Gilbert Heights is August 4th.
• Several Cruise In’s/Barbecues:  June 27th Pizza Baron Cruise In 10am to 2pm; Barbecue & Bluegrass concert July 

8th Day Chiropractic 3pm to 6pm; August 22nd Les Schwab Cruise In 10am to 2pm, September 19th Pizza Baron 
Cruise In 10am to 2pm, and an event at Holgate Baptist Church in August.

• Friends of Memory Garden at Ed Benedict will be sponsoring That’s Entertainment on August 24th.

REAP — Helps to build leadership skills in African American youth.  PGNA may be able to collaborate with this 
group on our food booth at EPO XPO. REAP would do 1 or more entrées and PGNA would provide sno cones, 
watermelon, cotton candy, etc. Motion was made that if REAP agrees, we would share a booth. Seconded and 
passed.

Debby Smith requested funds to help pay the toner she uses in her home for the benefit of PGN.  Discussion in the 
group indicates she should be reimbursed or any member that uses own funds.  Mark indicated also, that if we need 
to have multiple copies made, we can do up to 200 copies per day at the Neighborhood Office.

December Potluck – a consensus of the members agreed to have the potluck in December.

Tom Barnes and Representative Jefferson Smith are working on an outreach event at the Blue Max lines to promote 
public safety for stops at 122nd, 148th and 162nd and Burnside.  Tom would like to adopt the stop at 148th, 
possibly working with Centennial and Glen Fair districts.  No date has been set.  Motion was made to support the 
promotion of this event in a PGNA official capacity.  Seconded and passed.

Holgate Bike Lane meeting will be held at 7p.m. on June 22nd at Lents Neighborhood Association meeting.  Mark 
had spoke with several people from Bureau of Transportation to have an independent meeting in addition to the 
neighborhood meeting.  PBOT stated they will have another meeting and will be sending out approximately 3,000 
notices.  This will give us a chance to voice our concerns regarding likes and dislikes of the bike lanes to the City.

Break out sessions started at 7:45 for Greening and Outreach & Memberships.  General meeting resumed at 8:15.

The PSU students presented their report on their findings regarding the International District West of 205.  Three of 
the five students who completed this project attended.  They have been working with Mark since January.  In their 
research they gathered statistics, strengths and weaknesses, talked with homeowners, business owners and indivdual 
surveys.  They have copies of the manual they prepared on the back table as well as an online version of the manual 
will be available at pgpride.org.  They are requesting feedback and hope that we will participate more with 
community members in trying to find future economic opportunities that can be created within the area.  Fubon is 
allowing a drop off site for surveys.  This will be run out of Membership and Outreach.    

Motion was made to adjourn, was seconded and passed.  Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm. 
Respectfully submitted by Barbara Klinger, PGNA Secretary.


