
Minutes of September 13th, 2010, 7 p.m. General Meeting
Ron Russell Middle School, 3955 S.E. 112th Avenue

Call to Order:  The Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association meeting was held at Ron Russell 
Middle School, 3955 S.E. 112th Avenue.  President Mark White called the meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m.

Approval of June 14th, 2010 General Meeting Minutes
Motion was made to approve the June 14th, 2010 minutes.  Motion was seconded and passed with 
one abstention.

Treasurer’s Report (copy on back table)
Of the $2,500.00 allotment PGNA receives annually, there is $863.00 remaining.  PGNA is having a 
cleanup project in October.  Mark White suggested we wait till after the cleanup to see how much 
money PGNA makes in order to decide how to spend the remaining allotment.  Motion was made, 
seconded and passed to wait till after the cleanup in October.

Announcement’s
• PGNA had discussed being proactive towards activity of URAC. Since then, Mark White is a member 

of URAC along with the two other members.   Hopefully, with the three members they can get some 
changes through.  Members from PDC – Lents Town URAC will be coming to our meeting in 
November to talk.  Information about these monthly meetings are on the back table, as well as the 
other meetings attended by Mark, The Food Policy Council, EPAP, East Portland Parks Coalition.  If 
you want to be more involved in all of East Portland, the EPAP committees meet every fourth 
Wednesday. Talk to Mark if interested.

• September 23rd, 2010 - The Urban Agriculture Advisory Committee’s next meeting at Zenger Farm 
is at 6:00 p.m.

• Coordinator still needed for Friends of Trees.
• October 9th, 2010 – Ivy pull at 128th and Springwater Corridor.  Will be in conjunction with 

Johnson Creek Water Shed Council.
• October 16th, 2010 PGNA’s cleanup.  Location of the cleanup sites will be posted on our Internet 

site, pgpride.org.
• October 24th, 2010 – Adopt-a-Drain. Cleanup of targeted drains with excess leaves, etc.  Talk to 

Tom Barnes if interested.
• Neighborhood Night Out in August was done in collaboration with Movies in the Park.  It went 

really well. There were 500 to 700 people who attended.  Fifty-six bicycle helmets were given out to 
the children.  Tom, Donna, and Debby worked together and were able to get the food for less 
money and buy the helmets still within the grant.  

• East Portland Exposition in July, we had close to 10,000 people with over 2,000 coming just for the 
movies.  This was in partners with East Portland Sunday Parkways.  There were many different 
cultures that were very well represented.  PGNA will be hosting this again next year, and hopefully 
get more people involved.

• Mid Autumn Festival we will not be doing a table this year. This is on September 18th, 2010 at East 
Port Plaza.

• Zenger Farm – needs a volunteer food educator.  Information on back table.

Voting
• December Potluck — Motion was made, seconded, and passed to have a potluck in December.



• Memorandum of agreement for EXPO – this memorandum would move the financial responsibility 
for the event to the event planner, being Mark.  This will absolve The Neighborhood Association, 
East Portland Neighbors, and East Portland Neighborhood Offices of any financial responsibility in 
case the event loses money.  Motion was made, seconded, and passed to accept this memorandum 
of agreement to transfer financial responsility to the event planner.

Updates On Meetings/Projects
• Max Platform EPAP Sub Committee surveys of max riders -There were 24 volunteers with an a.m and 

p.m. shift.  The volunteers completed 860 surveys with 500 of those offering contact information.  
The original goal was 200 surveys.  The information will be compiled by the EPAP sub committee 
and will be located on EPAP’s website.  The number one concern of max riders was safety, 
cleanliness, and community involvement.  With this info, a town hall will be held to discuss the 
findings with the public and city, state, and metro politicians trying to figure out what the next step 
will be.  This was Representative Jeffrey Smith’s project and he will still be involved with it.  The area 
covered 
was the Blue Line out to 162nd.  At the end of the max line the Portland State Police, Gresham 
Police, and Gang Enforcement were all there.  Also had a booth set up for crime prevention through 
EPNO with Roseann Lee and Womenstrength exhibit, which is a program provided free via Portland 
Police.

• Graffiti – Tom Barnes, Terry, Roseann Lee, and Mike participated in a graffiti fact-finding tour with 
delegates from Central and  South America at EPNO.  Tom spoke to a Colonol in the Peru Military 
(Police) who is interested in working with Tom to put graffiti cleanup in place in Peru.  Tom thinks 
he may have been invited to Peru to follow-up on this.  Roseann Lee added that this was a 
delegation via the U.S. State Department and about 12 representatives from Central America and 
Mexico are interested in graffiti cleanups and gang activities. 

• A member of PGNA went to the Lents Neighborhood Association liked the breakout tables, 
committee meetings, and would like to change the agenda to be more specific.  Thinks it will help 
bring more people to PGNA meetings.  This is something that could possibly be handled by the 
Outreach and Membership Committee. Said they are not getting notices.  Mark suggested she talk to 
Theresa at EPNO and make sure you are on the mailing list.

Police Liaison/Special Guest
Chief Police Mike Reese was the guest speaker this month.  His time on the force includes 21 years of 
service with his first patrol district in S.E. Portland as a Multnomah County Deputy Sheriff.  He has been 
serving as Chief for four months.  His priorities as the Chief of Police include four major concerns.  
These include:

Public Safety — Portland has been ranked by Forbes as the safest place to live in the United States.  He 
felt this is due to the good work of the police force and the public.  His goal is to continue to improve 
public safety working together with the police force and public.  In January 2010, burglaries, auto 
thefts, car prowls have increased 60%.   Chief Reese pulled in all the detectives to try to figure out why 
this is happening.  Additionally, gang crime has been in the news lately.  Gang crime use to be just in 
North and NE Portland.  Now they are moving out to low-income areas in SE Portland.  This makes it 
harder for police and public to fight gang activity with gangs being so widely dispersed.  Police are 
working with Gang Enforcement and ONI to identify gang members and outreach to gang family 
members. They are looking at the long-term impacts on crime, not just displacing it to other 
neighborhoods.



Community Trust — There were several incidences that happened with the police the last few years 
where he feels the public has lost their trust.  His goal will be to rebuild that trust and that the actions of 
the police force be held accountable.  Build common partnerships with public safety committees, 
neighborhood associations, schools, etc.   It is not just about minorities and/or race, but also included 
economics, homelessness, mental illness, drug addicts, etc.  Officers are dealing more with these issues 
versus burglaries, and bank robbers.  Social disorders are hard to handle. It is their responsibility to 
respond to these issues with compassion.

Maintain a healthy work environment for the police department — Chief Reese has little impact on day-
to-day interaction with the other police officers.  His job is to inspire police employees and create a 
good work environment by setting their expectations and tell them what he wants them to do and what 
the community wants from them.  He encourages them to be innovative and creative.  And to also fight 
against cynicism, which after being on the force for a long period of time is normal.

Budget — Prior to Chief Reese taking over, City Council had authorized the hiring of more police 
officers and thought that would make a good impact, however it ended up having a negative impact 
on the budget.  It caused overtime issues, time for court dates, etc. so in turn had to lay off officers.  The 
department has to have a fiscal management policy in place and have the division managers and 
detective divisions be mindful of how they are managing their resources in order to come up with a 
budget that works.

Some of the questions to Chief Reese were regarding lack of support for graffiti cleanup, budget 
process including where cuts are made, new development in the neighborhoods including income 
levels, what type of development, etc., and having the Police involved in the122nd Powell Blvd 
reconfiguring project.

Open discussions included:
• Mark discussed the PGNA vest that is to be used by members when volunteering.
• Members were encouraged to take our brochures off the back table and pass out to get more 

people attending the meetings.  However, it was noted that some volunteers did pass out fliers and 
there was no response.

• Several members do not get notices for the meetings.  
• There was concern that none of the Asian community and other minorities come to the meeting. 
• Discussions on underground businesses due to there are no appropriate commercial zoning in 

PGNA and getting zoning changed is nearly impossible.
• Money set aside for the Powell Project between 122nd and 136th.
• Appeals on land use decisions can be made through neighborhood associations.
• It is important to attend meetings and be part of the conversations.  Let  organizations know what we 

want.
• Problems with city writing permits where ODOT owns the street; lack of communication between 

the two.

Motion was made to adjourn, was seconded and passed.  Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. Respectfully 
submitted by Barbara Klinger, PGNA Secretary.


