
INFORMATION ADDENDUM 
Questions propounded by Argay residents 

following the Special Meeting 
and BES responses. 

QUESTIONER #1 
1.   How much will the 8 installations you are now planning on cost, design costs and then installation costs?  

The total construction cost of this project is estimated to be $600,000 at this time. Design and construction 
management are estimated to be $120,000. Those figures include not just the facilities along NE 122nd Avenue, but 
also the two facilities on NE 131st Place and Sandy Blvd, two facilities in the Parkrose Neighborhood on NE Marx, 
and 8 facilities on NE Fremont in the Wilkes Neighborhood. In addition to the construction of Green Street facilities 
this cost also includes 857 feet of new 18" storm pipe and manhole work in NE Marx St.  
 

2.     Do you install these swales using City workers or do you put the work out to bid? 
The City will use city crews for some projects. This project will be publicly advertised and awarded to a private 
contractor.  

 
3.    How will BES denote the swales for safety immediately after they are installed? (I mean, will you put up temporary 

signs to let people know there are now obstructions in the lane next to the curb?) 
Suggested at the community meeting was posting traffic signs that let drivers know there is a traffic change ahead. 
We will work with the Bureau of Transportation on this.  
  

4.       Another Board member said this to me in the meeting and I didn't "get it" until later, but she has an excellent 
point. When it snowed this past winter, snow plows piled the snow up along the sides of 122nd until the piles were 
easily 8 feet high ‐ maybe 10 feet high. It was NOT safe to be a pedestrian then because there was no place to 
walk along the road. You had to walk in the roadway. I am assuming the swale plants will survive being buried 
under the snow, but how will you mark the swales so that someone doesn't walk along and fall in? 
The plantings should survive in good condition. We have had no experience of people falling into our facilities 
during inclement weather, or during fair weather. Facilities are marked with reflectors and reflective paint. The 
vegetation will grow high enough that unless we get a particularly heavy snow storm they should be visible. If they 
are buried under 8-10 feet of snow there should not be an issue of someone falling in since they will be filled with 
snow.  
 

5. Related to #4, there are new installations along 102nd. They look very deep to me. I know they are surrounded by 
a curb, but anyone tripping up could fall hard 18 inches or so, it appears. Will our Argay swales be as deep?  
The Green Street facilities along NE 122nd are scheduled to be 10 to 12 inches deep, and the NE 131 Place 
facilities will be about the same depth. Again, I would point out that we have not experienced any incidents of 
people tripping or falling into our facilities. There are currently over 500 Green Street facilities through out the city. If 
someone were to trip or fall they would be falling onto plants and soil as opposed to the asphalt, which is what they 
would hit now if they tripped or fell in one of these areas. Our facilities should actually offer some cushion 
compared to current existing conditions.  
 

6. It has been suggested to me that you may have to make the original design narrower and longer along the curb 
than you thought. If that is so, what would the dimensions be?  
The Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) has expressed a desire to widen the bike lanes on 122nd, and has 
required all the facilities be 4 feet wide. The two proposed facilities south of Beech were designed as 6 feet wide, 
but that will be reduced to 4 feet, which could cause those facilities to be almost 35 feet longer.    
 

7. I am respectfully suggesting that you may need to do maintenance more often than quarterly along 122nd, 
especially until the plants are established and you are still watering them.  
Our experience is that quarterly maintenance in the first two years is adequate to insure a healthy facility, but if it 
turned out that more was needed we would have crews come out more often. As I mentioned in the meeting, we 
need all of our facilities to function properly.  
  

8. I have been asked to reinforce the idea that "carrier sort" mailings may not be delivered in a timely fashion, if the 
last meeting flyer is anything to go by. I received my flyer a full week before the meeting, but as we said, 
businesses and the apartment complex on the west side of 122nd didn't get timely notice. Could you perhaps 
"regularly mail" to the most crucial recipients and carrier sort to the rest ‐ or a combination thereof?  
It is regrettable that there were people that received their meeting notices so late. I have no explanation for why 
some people received their notices so far in advance and others didn't receive them until the night of the meeting. I 
mailed almost 3000 notices. I would be happy to follow your suggestion of sending by "regularly mail" to the most 



crucial recipients if you can identify those addresses. Another option is to send the notices out earlier and hopefully 
we wouldn't have the same issue.   
 

9. Will you be available at our May general meeting to make a follow‐up presentation? This would be at 7 pm, as far 
as I know, on May 19th at the Fire Station Training Center again.  
Once we have determined that we will have updated information, I will contact Valerie about getting time on the 
Argay agenda.  

 
QUESTIONER #2 
Re. Question # 4 above: how will the snow plow delineate where the swales are and not plow right into them/destroy them if the 
snow is high over them as we had this past winter?  

It would be very rare that we would have a snow so deep that a facility would go unnoticed by a plow driver. 
Also plow drivers typically plow the lanes and not the side/parking areas. In Portland this is especially true 
since we have so few plows to cover so many miles of roads. Since none of these facilities extend into the 
traffic lane, this should not be an issue even in deep snow. For example, our December 2008 storm certainly 
buried facilities, but I'm not aware of any plows having trouble.  The one at SW 4th & College in front of the 
1900 Building is a good example - it's a busy street and was buried from the plowed snow being pushed from 
the travel lanes into the parking lane area, but there was no damage to the facility. 
  

Also as a commercial property owner ‐ will the installation of swales adjacent to the property increase our storm water cost? 
The installation of Green Street facilities adjacent to your property, commercial or other, does not impact your rates. 
These facilities collect runoff from the street not your property.  
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