
Argay Neighborhood Association 
General Meeting 

November 15, 2005 
 
The meeting was called to order by Board Vice President Kathie Condon at 7:07 p.m. at Parkrose High 
School. 
 
Board Member Attendance 
--Present: Vice President Kathie Condon, Secretary and Livability/Crime Prevention Valerie Curry, 
Traffic/Transportation Tina Scarborough, Parks/Park Patrol Jane Roffey-Berry, Welcome Bonnie Scott.    
--Absent: Treasurer Dana McCray Beautification Kyle Ziegler --- 
(Vacant:  President) 
 
Introductions were made around the room. 
 
Elections 
It was explained that board positions are two-year terms.  Ideally, half the Board would be elected in one 
year, the other half in the following year.  However, because the request for volunteers for Board 
positions at general meetings are not always responded to, Argay asks its membership in the fall of each 
year to vote whether they wish each individual Board member to continue serving for another year.  
Thereafter the membership voted to have each current Board member continue.  Alice Ford was 
introduced as a volunteer to fill the Events Planning position and was voted in by the membership. 
 
Officer Meghan Burkeen, East Precinct 
--Officer Burkeen distributed crime statistics, noted Argay’s crime stats are “quite high” due largely to the 
number of apartment complexes.  Neighborhood crime stats can be accessed via  
http://www.gis.ci.portland.or.us/maps/police/.   
--A shooting the membership inquired about was an air-gun incident.   
--East Precinct has arrested an individual believed to be the scammer knocking on doors in the Argay 
area claiming to be a newspaper delivery man and requesting money for car repair. It was reported that a 
warrant had been out for that individual on other charges.  One member questioned if the party arrested 
was actually the same individual; another member questioned whether there might be two people 
employing the same scam. A board member asked if those who had had face-to-face contact could be 
interviewed to determine whether the arrested party was the same person. Some members who had had 
contact identified themselves. 
 
Speaker: Property Taxes -- Disproportionate Taxation 
Speaker Scott Learn, reporter for The Oregonian, explained how a series of property tax measures 
resulted in disproportionate taxation due to unforeseen increases in property values in certain sections of 
Portland.  Quoting from the Scott Learn 9/1/05 article in The Oregonian, the In Portland section, p. 10: 

●1990: Measure 5 limited tax rates to $15 per $1,000 of market value.  Still in play, when assessed, or 
taxable, values are close to market values. 
●1996: Measure 47.  A key provision took assessed values for each property back to 1995, cut that 
figure by 10 percent, then allowed taxable values to rise by [a maximum of] 3 percent a year going 
forward.  Allowed exceptions for tax levies approved in a November general election in even-
numbered years or by half of registered voters at other times. 
●1997: Measure 50: clean-up measure drafted by the Legislature that clarified and implemented 
Measure 47.  Exempted urban renewal taxes and Portland’s police and fire pension and disability levy 
from the cuts. 

According to Scott, property tax rates vary widely.  North Portland and inner NE are quite low; while taxes 
are considerably higher in outer east Portland.  Our assessed value is divided by market value -- it’s 
about 71% of real market value; in North Portland it goes below 50%.  Tax activist Bill Sizemore wanted 
to disconnect taxes from real market value.  [See 1996 above.] Thereafter, property values started 
increasing in certain areas; some homes initially assessed at $50,000 are now selling for $250-300,000.  
In the meantime, Argay homes, valued at a higher rate comparatively at that time, haven’t increased in 
value as much.  When buying a home, it is not automatically reassessed – it stays at 1995 values unless 
the home undergoes major remodeling (defined as at least $10,000 within one year), or unless the tax 
system is reworked.  If property value continues to rise, the disproportion will continue to increase.  
One suggestion offered by Sizemore to correct the situation: cap taxes at $1,000 per residence.  Or, if 
assessed value changed upon sale (like California), it might become more fair—but could also become 



unfair.  AFL-CIO leader Tim Nesbitt suggests that homeowners could file a class action suit. The reason?  
Higher taxes (in the Argay area for example) drive down the price of the home because potential buyers 
consider total mortgage payment, which includes taxes. Another unfair advantage: those paying lower 
taxes are happy to vote more taxation for schools.  Measure 47 (which disconnected the taxable value) 
and Measure 50 are constitutional amendments which can not be changed. The mandated value is the 
value set at 1995 levels.  Remodeled homes can only have $10,000 value added.  It’s unlikely the 
Legislature would change that. Fire/Police pension fund takes about 10% out of each property tax dollar. 
 
[--For an interesting, easily-read and fuller explanation of disproportionate taxation, including why your 
taxes may increase more than the annual 3% as mandated, see Scott Learn’s 9/1/05 article in The 
Oregonian (In Portland section, p. 10), available for copying from ANA.] 
[--This article was brought to the attention of the membership by Jane Storey.]  
 
Tax Assessor’s Office: Jim Nagae and Dennis Wardwell 
A lengthy Q&A session followed.  Answering where the property tax dollars go, members were directed to 
the insert that accompanies the property tax bill. 
 
MOTIONS 
--Prostitution-Free and Drug-Free Zones 
The membership was informed that Argay NA had been requested to join other East Portland 
neighborhoods in appealing to the Mayor to extend the prostitution-free and drug-free zones. Following a 
briefing by East County News editor David Ashton who authored a series of 8 articles on the subject, a 
motion by Valerie Curry that Argay Neighborhood also write the Mayor asking that the zones be 
extended, seconded by Tina Scarborough, passed unanimously.  
 
A board member urged the membership to start speaking out on local issues, whatever their views; 
otherwise, well-organized special-interest groups can manipulate the system with results that might well 
not be the will of the majority. Members commented on short notices received regarding some city and 
county meetings.  It was suggested that members could contact Jeremy Van Keuren of the mayor’s office 
at 823-4125 regarding late notices. 
 
 --Parkrose High School invitation 
Parkrose High School (PHS) has proposed a joint meeting of the five neighborhood associations served 
by PHS to discuss school issues, followed by an opportunity for each individual neighborhood association 
to break out and hold their individual neighborhood meeting   Several members expressed interest.  
Valerie Curry made a motion, seconded by Jane Roffey-Berry, to notify PHS of Argay’s interest in such a 
meeting, which passed unanimously. 
 
Covenants 
Member Errol Sigler reported his research on neighborhood covenants (covering items such as trees 
blocking views, etc.), revealed covenants had lapsed in 1995 due to failure to renew.  Members stated 
they were 1) unaware of the existence of covenants, and/or 2) didn’t know they needed to be renewed.  
Mr. Sigler acquiesced to urgings that he try to determine if revised covenants can be re-established. 
 
Board Reports 
Traffic/Transportation:  Re our request that PDOT provide traffic count data on Fremont, Shaver and 
141st toward the goal of a solution to speeding in Argay, PDOT conducted a 3-day traffic count which 
revealed that more than 50% of cars on those streets exceeded the 25mph speed limit.  Chair Tina 
Scarborough announced she is retiring and closing her business, Scarborough Flair, as of the end of 
November, after which she will further pursue this issue.  She will also ask why Fremont is marked with 
broken lines indicating that passing is permitted on that street.  A board member said she has witnessed 
one vehicle being passed by another vehicle on this 25mph street.  
 
A member indicated concern about traffic turning from Sandy onto 141st which is becoming a safety 
issue. Tina noted that Sandy Boulevard at this location is a State Highway.  Another member 
recommended addressing this issue to the Regional Manager in Portland, 123 NW Flanders, stating that 
decisions are based on the safety record at a given intersection. 
 
Livability/Crime Prevention:  The Chair reported that virtually all the calls she received since the 
September general meeting dealt with habitual parking of dual-wheel vehicles on residential streets, and  
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multiple old, inoperable vehicles parked on a residential property. Complaints have been submitted to 
appropriate officials in all instances.  

 
Announcements 

Argay’s new website and e-mail address 
e-mail:  argayinfo@yahoo.com 
Website:  If www.epno.org/argay.htm is a bit cumbersome, try ”Googling” Argay Neighborhood 
Association, find East Portland Neighborhood Office, then click: Association Contacts, and Argay 
Neighborhood Association. 
 
The website contains, among other information, our contact information, minutes of meetings, the 
agenda for upcoming general meetings, and other information helpful to Argay residents.  Your input is 
invited. 
 
Venue of future board meetings 
Fire Station 2, 4800 NE 122nd. 
 
Venue of general meetings 
Fire Station 2, except on those occasions when the large meeting room isn’t available.   
 
Board planning meeting for January general meeting 
The Board will meet on Tuesday, December 13, at 7 p.m. to prepare for the January general meeting.  
It is not an official board meeting.   
 
Next General Meeting 
Tuesday, January 17, 2006 – Fire Station 2, 4800 NE 122nd  

 
Volunteers for ANA Board positions 
If you would be interested in joining this team of Argay volunteers, let us know. 
 
122nd Avenue MAX Station Area Proposed Implementation Amendments  - Public Hearings 
November 22, 7pm (venue?); Dec 1, 3 pm.  1900 SW 4th Avenue, Rm 2500A 
City plans “pedestrian-friendly future.”  Recommends changes to land-use policy and regulations, 
development design features, design of the pedestrian realm, and the street plan for the area.  
Decisions will affect both business and residential property, and traffic flow on 122nd. 
Copies of study:  www.portlandonline.com/planning  or phone 503 823-7700 for copy by mail. 
 
Car-crawl volunteers sought 
East Precinct is seeking volunteers during December to join police in educating public how best not to 
become victims of car prowls.  Warning: if camera-shy, don’t volunteer.  Local TV stations will be 
visiting/taping volunteers who man the public info booths.  Call 823-4800 to volunteer. 

 
Questions about businesses conducted in residences? 
http://www.portlandonline.com/shared/cfm/image.cfm?id=53300 will take you directly to easily-read 
Chapter 33.203, Accessory Home Occupations. 
 

Old Business 
 None 
 
New Business 
 None 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 Valerie Curry, Secretary 


