
Argay Neighborhood Association 
General Meeting 
March 15, 2005  

 
The meeting was called to order by Board President Pete Schmidt at Fire Station, 4800 NE 122nd, 
at 7:00 p.m.    
 
Board members present:  

President Pete Schmidt,  
Secretary, and Livability/Crime Prevention pro tem Valerie Curry;  
Treasurer Dana McCray;  
Traffic/Transportation, Tina Scarborough;  
Parks/Park Patrol, Jane Roffey-Berry 
Beautification, Kyle Ziegler;  
Communications/Publicity, Darren Reed;  
Welcome, Bonnie Scott;  
Land Use, Penelope Sanders  

Absent:   
Vice President (vacant);   
Events Planning, Robin Reed,  
(Livability/Crime Prevention, Sue Wade, temporarily on leave;)  

 
Board members and attendees introduced themselves.  New City of Portland Information and 
Abandoned Autos pamphlets were provided to all.   
 
Green Streets Project  
Pete Schmidt showed drawing, explained proposed curb extension and purpose: to reduce 
rainwater runoff into sewer system and help slow traffic; announced that ODOT, Environmental 
Services, and others would meet at Argay Park Wednesday, March 16, at 1:30, and invited anyone 
who wished to, to join the group and weigh in.  One strong complaint against curb extension has 
been received. 
 
Speed Bumps.   
Tina Scarborough reported, “Nothing we ask the City seems to work.  Although we have been 
asking for help for years, our requests have never been put on the city's list of requests.”  Shaver, 
as well as Fremont and 141st, are among requests made over time.  Pete Schmidt explained that 
City is requiring neighborhood to contribute $800 for every $2,000 speed bump installed; for five 
speed bumps on Shaver alone, our share of installation would reach $4,000. Will Stevens had 
reported that three of Argay's Streets have highest excessive speed rates in the City, and it doesn't 
make sense that this small neighborhood should have to foot the bill for reigning in speeders.  
There is a Metro grant and a neighborhood enhancement grant program.  Penelope Sanders 
agreed to quickly research grant possibilities and report back to Pete and the Board.  Action 
Penelope. 
 
Tree Planting Project 
Sherri Goldstein reported three teams of 10-13 people planted trees at different houses.  Project 
was highly successful. 
 
Livability/Crime Prevention 
Valerie Curry noted problems in lower Argay, reported on the wish of Lao Buddhist Temple (on 
Sandy Blvd) owners to spend considerable sums to improve their property (clean-up, landscaping, 
attractive new fence) but they are facing ongoing problems of vandalism, theft, property trashing by 
local tenants that the police can't control.  Issue of  shooting on Riverwood (planned community 
bordered by Shaver/125th Place/Prescott Drive) property: Curry explained details, cars--not 
people--shot up, and police are allegedly still investigating.  
 
Treasurer's Report 
 The $2,100 total has been reduced due to recently purchased Argay sign toppers for $660. 
 
Beautification 
Kyle Ziegler reported 12 sign toppers for Argay have been purchased.  Placement was discussed.  



Kyle discussed graffiti problems in Argay.  Curry said City is supposedly signing a new contract to 
provide more assistance in removal of graffiti. 
 
Parks/Park Patrol 
Jane Roffey-Berry announced park patrol commences in May.  Re Adopt a Park, work has 
commenced on Argay Park.  There are proposed budget changes related to Parks/Recreation, and 
a proposal to cut all senior planners.  With Argay being in "Outer East Portland", we can be pretty 
much forgotten because most Park employees aren‘t around very long.  Those senior planners are 
the only ones with the institutional memory.  She suggested attendees let Randy Leonard know 
their opinion re his proposal by March 22.  Pete Schmidt noted Jane's recent award by Mayor and 
some City Council members; kudos to Jane. 
 
Communications/Publicity 
Darren Reed said Argay website has form to fill out re noise and re graffiti abatement program.  
Our representatives (elected officials) are also listed, with contact information.  Argay's Clean-up 
Day is Saturday, May 21, from 9-1 p.m. at Shaver Elementary School parking lot.  Garage sale is 
July 22-23.  See website for details.  Neighbors Night Out is August 2.  Website is www.argay.org.  
 
Land Use 
Penelope Sanders commented re possible need for adjustment to new-fence design at Lao 
Buddhist Temple and said the City has an Outer East Portland planner, Barry Manning.  A possible 
future area of discussion is proposed changes at I-205 to 162nd (the Sandy Blvd. Corridor).  Pete 
suggested we invite that City Planner to talk to us at a general meeting about plans for “Outer East 
Portland.“  Action: WHO?   
 
Parkrose High School Library. 
Rod Martin, on Parkrose Board of Education, updated re library issue.  Branch was closed based 
on usage.  In March, the new Director will meet at high school where efforts will again be made to 
open the facility to neighborhood, as promised when it was originally funded. Swimming pool and 
track are available for use by those over 55.    
 
Community Awards 
Tim Curran, Mid-County Memo publisher, handed out nomination forms for Community Awards, 
invited input.   
 
Comments from Attendees 
Re speed bumps, kids could use them as "launch pads".  Need signal light for left turn from Sandy 
onto 141st when traveling west.  Traffic is becoming extremely heavy and dangerous at this 
intersection because it is being used as a short cut, even by trucks, to avoid the traffic lights near 
K-Mart area near 122nd.  Action: Tina 
Inquiry re status of plane and train noise.  Pete Schmidt explained there has been and is 
considerable activity (studies, and what can/can't be done) by officials on this subject; hearings, 
open to public, are being conducted.  
Parkrose Lions Club, which recycles eyeglasses and performs cornea transplants for 3rd world 
countries, has a truck that comes to area and takes blood pressure free.  Contributions are 
welcomed. 
 
Vice President Position Open 
Pete Schmidt announced resignation of Vice President Tom Fairfield, asked for nominees. (No 
takers.) 
 
Argay's New General Meeting Venue 
Unanimous approval of Fire Station as meeting place.  Kudos to four hunky firemen who voluntarily 
helped Board Secretary lug in the refreshments and other needs for the meeting. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
  Valerie Curry, Secretary 
 


