
Argay Neighborhood Association 
General Meeting 

July 18, 2006 
 
The meeting was called to order at Fire Station 2 at 7:03 p.m. 
 
Board Member Attendance: 
Chair and Livability/Crime Prevention, Valerie Curry; Treasurer, Dana McCray; Land Use, Willilah “Willie” 
Mosbrucker; Traffic/Transportation, Tina Scarborough; Parks/Park Patrol, Jane Roffey-Berry; 
Secretary/Welcome, Bonnie Scott; Beautification, Kyle Ziegler 
--(Vacant Chairs: Vice President, Events Planning) 
 
Minutes: There being no corrections to the minutes of the May 16 General Meeting as provided on the Argay 
website, they were accepted as submitted. 
Treasurer’s Report: The current balance is $3831.00, with purchases for Neighbors Night Out yet to be done. 
There being no corrections to the treasurer’s report, it was accepted as submitted. 
Board Reports: Board reports were submitted in writing in the document below entitled Board Reports and are 
made a part hereof. 
Invited Speaker: Patty Hendrickson 
Patty provided a slide presentation from the Prescott Drive Committee that covered various Neighborhood 
Concerns: 

Hazardous Materials in Streets and Yards 
Devalued Property Values (Up to $30,000, per Real Estate Agents) 
Continuous and Excessive Garbage in Our Yards and Streets 
Multiple Drug Arrests 
Broken, Unlicensed and Abandoned Cars left in the Streets 
Car Repairs, Car Parts and Oil Dumping in the Streets 
Increased Crime Rates 
Gang Activity 
Graffiti on Buildings (Not Removed) 
Loud music beyond legal hours 
Public Drunkenness 

Some of the Properties that are associated with the above problems are: 
Roll Your Own store, aka Friendly Village Market (Sandy and NE 131st.) 
Melrose Apartments (133rd. and Sandy) 
Columbia Station Apartments (Sandy and 138th.) 

Patty provided a list of Property Owner Rights: 
Quiet Enjoyment of Personal Property 
Noise Pollution is illegal, EPA Ruled 
Measure 37 may provide Monetary Rights 
Civil Action(Class Action) may allow for Monetary Compensation 
Arbitration 

Patty also provided a list of Solutions to be considered: 
Arbitration/Mediation 
Required Parking for Tenants/Visitors 
No Parking on South Side of Prescott, East Side of 133rd. 
Training for Apartment Managers 
1) Review/ Change of Lease 
2) Enforcement of Lease 
Education for Apartment Tenants 
Legal Action 



1) Civil Action 
2) Measure 37 Implications? 

Current graphic photographs accompanied the presentation showing trash on streets; trash in yards; trash outside 
the property line of the Laotian Temple on both Prescott Drive and NE 133rd; numerous photos of Melrose 
Apartment tenants engaged in ongoing vehicle repair on residential streets; trash and broken glass (from multiple 
and regular car break-ins) at the rear of Columbia Station apartments property, on nearby properties and on 
Prescott Drive itself in the area of NE 135th; numerous stolen shopping carts accumulating on the rear of Columbia 
Station apartments property. A non-confrontational/educational approach was the preferred path toward a solution, 
and assistance and cooperation from City officials/agencies would be sought.  The Prescott Drive Committee asked 
Argay residents for their backing as the committee attempts to correct the outlined problems which in fact extend 
beyond Prescott Drive.   
Old Business:  
--The Board decided against a questionnaire at this July meeting (in preparation for the September meeting) which 
would have determined which ballot measures attendees might like more information about.  Representative 
Merkley has asked to speak to us regarding current issues of concern and would like input from and interaction with 
those attending.  Regarding ballot measures, he can discuss the arguments both for and against, although he may 
not take a position on any measure under discussion. 
New Business: 
--Volunteers for the Tuesday, August 1, Neighbors Night Out (NNO) were invited to sign a volunteers sheet.   
--Valerie reported that a visionPDX volunteer sought ANA approval to engage NNO attendees in the Mayor’s 
“visioning” process (what would residents like Portland to be like in 20 years).  The Board has consistently declined 
requests of other organizations/entities to “piggyback” their activities onto the Neighbors Night Out Against Crime 
event in order to avoid diluting the specific purpose of that event.  However, to accommodate the Mayor’s project, a 
volunteer was invited with the understanding he/she would not circulate through the crowd, but instead would 
engage those who approach the visionPDX booth.  NNO attendees electing not to actively participate in the 
visioning process can still share their thoughts with the Mayor’s office by leaving written ideas with the visionPDX 
volunteer, e.g., what you would like to see in the way of decisions today that will ensure a more livable city in the 
future.   
--Effective July 1 the Board is covered by directors and officers insurance, which should ease the minds of those 
who hesitated to join the Board for that reason. 
--Willie Mosbrucker was introduced as the New Land Use Chairperson. 
Open Forum: 
   Re the Prescott Drive Presentation 
--Charlie Ross suggested to Patty Hendrickson that the Committee look into mediation right away to resolve some 
of their issues.  Valerie Curry said she has made preliminary inquiries to Resolutions NW and is awaiting their 
decision, and that other avenues are also being explored by the Committee.  
--Kyle Ziegler noted that she continually has to pick up debris on the streets around her home, some left by some 
Argay Park visitors, some of which is tossed out of cars, etc.  She urged that residents be vigilant and immediately 
call the police and applicable city departments when problems arise. The City and County Information and Referral 
number is (503) 823-4000. The operator will direct you to the right department (abandoned cars, noise control, 
illegally parked trailers, motor homes, boats, etc.). 
--Hsongsa Chanthavong, Coordinator of the Asian Family Center (an IRCO program) and representing 
Buddhathram-Aram, Inc., discussed problems local tenants are causing the Buddhist Temple at 4350 NE 133rd 
including constant trashing of their property along NE 133rd and NE Prescott Drive, vandalism, theft from their 
property, graffiti, frequent vehicle repair along residential streets, and shooting at their property in the past.  He 
would like an opportunity to work with property managers to try to overcome these problems.  
  Re the NE 141st & Sandy Blvd. property  
--Valerie announced that the June 27 Decision rendered by the Bureau of Development Services (BDS) specifies 
stringent landscaping requirements of food-vending TriMet bus owner Jorge Blackmore [see Board Reports] which 
must be met and maintained throughout a six-month period, after which Blackmore must request an inspection. At 



that time the BDS will determine if those requirements were met.  If they were, he would then be granted a permit to 
continue doing business. 
--Valerie drew attention to the Board Reports concerning the “structure” a few yards south of the TriMet bus.  On 
June 26, the BDS sent a notice to Argay resident Randy Slipher, property owner of the lot on which the TriMet bus 
is located, notifying Slipher that that structure as currently constructed could not meet code requirements and must 
be removed, and all debris removed, or a monthly fine of $280 would be levied.  Thereafter, a conflicting decision 
was purportedly reached by a different City office which declared that case “closed.”  
      These issues spurred discussion between Slipher and Karl Kunberger, Argay resident and owner of the Venture 
Inn on NE 141st.  Mr. Kunberger expressed an opinion that no matter how many bushes or trees are planted, the 
food-vending bus will remain a TriMet bus -- which elicited loud applause.  
    Valerie inquired of Slipher when the skeletal “structure” immediately adjacent to the TriMet bus would be 
removed; Slipher responded that the man who had erected it (Jose Alvarez) “moves pretty slow.”  Kunberger 
requested property owner Slipher himself remove that structure; Slipher responded he was a busy man.  Kunberger 
expressed the opinion that Slipher’s lot is and has been an eyesore, asked why he didn’t paint the mart on the 
south end of the property, noted that that mart sells drug paraphernalia and pornography, as does another mart on 
NE 131st, and strongly urged meeting attendees that, if they didn’t want the neighborhood going in that direction, 
they not buy anything from such businesses.   
     Jorge Blackmore asked to speak, stating that if he stayed within the law, he could continue doing business--this 
was America.  Kunberger asked him how he could maintain cleanliness in a food-serving business without running 
water, asked what his source of water was, and what he did with the gray water.  Blackmore said the Health 
Department was constantly checking him every two weeks, that he brought in clean water regularly and he took 
away the gray water to another site for dumping.  Blackmore alleged he has been delayed in connecting to city 
water because of the neighborhood’s objection to the appearance of his business location.  Valerie objected to that 
assertion, reminding Mr. Blackmore that from their earliest discussions, he had stated that for financial reasons he 
would have to wait several months after commencing operation before he could consider connecting to the city 
water supply, which was costly. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 Bonnie Scott, Secretary 
  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Board Reports~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Garage Sale – Tina Scarborough 
Our neighborhood garage sale is this week-end.  Over 60 homes are participating.  Look for the blue and yellow 
signs at participating homes.  Go shopping right in the neighborhood! 
 
Speed Reader Board – Tina Scarborough 
PDOT recently acquired five speed reader boards to be rotated throughout the City.  PDOT chose Fremont Street in 
Argay as a test site to determine the effectiveness of the new boards, because Fremont was one of the streets on 
which PDOT collected speed and volume stats in October 2005.  A preliminary comparison of the 2005 and 2006 
stats indicate the speed reader board was effective in slowing traffic, although further evaluation of statistics is 
underway with further reports to come.  We thank Russell Neighborhood Association President Bonnie McKnight 
who provided Argay the opportunity to participate in the testing process. 
 
Sandy Boulevard Improvement Project 
        Wilkes Community Group President Ross Monn (the neighborhood association to our immediate east) invited 
Argay to attend a June 13 meeting with PDOT and ODOT officials to lobby for improvement of Sandy Boulevard 
from NE 122nd to NE 165th.  Transportation officials advised that a plan for improvement from NE 122nd to NE 
141st was in the top 10% of projects presently under consideration for the 2010-2011 timeframe, to include a center 
turn lane, sidewalk on south side of street, and other safety features.  A Transportation official noted that past 



meetings on this subject brought out 4-5 people from this area.  Based on the attendance of approximately 50 
people, Argay was urged by PDOT/ODOT to form a committee to work with them during the project selection 
process.  That committee has been formed and our letter confirming our commitment to work with PDOT and 
ODOT was sent June 30.  PDOT and ODOT were very helpful in guiding us in the correct first steps. The first cut 
was held in July, and our project made the cut.  Another cut will be made in November, so the committee will 
continue working with the City and hope our project will not be cut in November. Numerous grant projects around 
the City are competing for funding.   Public input meetings will be held before the next cut, but we have not yet 
received notification of the timeframe for public input.  
        Friends of Sandy Boulevard Committee:  Valerie Curry, Chair, ANA; Tina Scarborough, ANA, Traffic & 
Transportation Chair; Marcy Emerson-Peters, Chair, Parkrose Neighborhood Association; Ross Monn, Chair, 
Wilkes Community Group; Steve Schommer, general contractor & Argay resident; Russ George, Army Corps of 
Engineers (ret.) & Argay resident. 
 
Parks Report -  Jane Roffey-Berry 
The Argay Park Patrol has begun regular visits to the park with 8 members active so far. We are being approached 
by many park users who thank us for our presence. This is a new and welcome development. The perennial bed is 
very colorful this month and causes much comment, and we are enjoying learning from the new Parks Gardener we 
have been assigned. 
 
LAND USE 
1)  NE 141st &I Sandy Boulevard- Tri-Met Bus 
On June 16, 2006, ANA submitted to the Bureau of Development Services (BDS), Land Use Services Division, a 
letter addressing the community’s objections to the appearance of the Tri-Met bus surroundings at subject location, 
accompanied by photographs and 14 pages of signatures, totaling 198 signatures of concerned Argay homeowners 
and residents.  (The other “structure” adjacent to the Tri-Met bus–see below–was included in the signed pages as 
an object of concern but could not be included in the letter of objection to the BDS.  Objection to the structure was 
addressed separately in phone calls.) 
 
The BDS Decision regarding the Tri-Met bus was rendered June 27 which included the statement, on p. 3: “The 
applicant [Jorge Blackmore] submitted a survey of customers of the produce stand that was operating on the site 
over the weekend of June 18 soliciting comments about the potential bus café.  He received 42 signatures with 
telephone numbers and favorable comments from all but one person.  According to the applicant, most of the 
comments were from nearby residents or people who work in the area.”  The Decision, based in part on opposition 
from the neighborhood, set forth stringent landscaping requirements of the Applicant with the following caveat: “It 
will be important for the landscaping to remain viable through this summer or to be replaced if it does not survive.  
Consequently, the applicant must obtain a zoning permit for inspection of the landscaping within six months of this 
approval to ensure that the plants have survived or have been replaced.”  Among requirements: 3 trees, 30 shrubs 
specifically placed for screening purposes, and ground cover planted.  [emphasis supplied] 
 
In the ANA Board’s opinion, the Decision is even-handed, addressing the neighborhood’s concerns about 
appearance while giving the Applicant sufficient time (6 months) to bring the location up to acceptable standards 
before Applicant applies for a zoning permit for inspection of the landscaping and other requirements to determine if 
he may continue operating at this location.  No other vehicle in the medium or heavy truck category may be parked 
on the site except pickup trucks as allowed in 33.130.255.  The file is available for viewing at this July 18 meeting. 
 
2) NE 141st & Sandy Boulevard – the “structure” – 
On June 26, 2006, the BDS sent to lot owner [Argay resident Randy Slipher] a Notice of Enforcement that the 
structure erected by Jose Alvarez adjacent to the food-vending bus  a) doesn’t meet code, b) must be removed, c) 
the debris properly disposed of, d) the lot owner must call for and obtain inspection approval to verify its removal, 
and e) the property is now subject to monthly enforcement penalties in the amount of $280 until cited violations are 



corrected.  Since that time, only a portion of the structure has been removed, but the Code Enforcement office has 
now “closed” the file, leaving an unsightly skeleton structure adjacent to the food-vending business.  
 
3)  Cricket application to add antennae to water tower 
Application has been approved by BDS with heavy emphasis on avoiding visual blight.  The Decision is available to 
read at this July 18 meeting. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Emil Spada’s history/pictorial project  
Emil Spada, 84-year resident of East Portland and former owner of farmlands on which Columbia South Shore is 
now sited, is compiling information to create an informal local history.  He welcomes input from other long-time 
residents and in particular seeks photographs which he would copy and return.  We’ve been wishing for just this 
project and encourage residents to contribute memories and photographs to this endeavor.  Contact Emil Spada, 
13662 NE Shaver, 257-7756. 
 
Directors and Officers Liability Coverage 
Effective July 1 we again have directors’ and officers’ insurance coverage.  We’re prepared for the deluge of 
volunteers to join the Board.  
 
Neighbors Night Out – mark your calendar 
Tuesday, August 1, enjoy live classic rock with the Kooltones, and a feast for $1.50: Burgerville Tillamook burgers 
prepared by Manager Mike Dawson and his crew.  Chips and a drink, plus...Rossi Farms’ sweet corn on the cob, 
plus...an ice cream goodie. For the kids: games and fun supervised by Shaver Elementary School Principal Cindy 
Bartman and volunteers.  Bring your chair or blanket and enjoy a relaxing summer’s eve on the green with 
neighbors, police, firemen, dignitaries – in Argay Park – 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
 
East Portland Neighborhood Office (EPNO), the support office for the 13 East Portland neighborhood 
associations, is scheduled to move to new office space at Hazelwood HydroPark, 1017 NE 117th Avenue sometime 
in August.  A small neighborhood park is also being developed by the Water Bureau on that site.   

# # # 
 


