
Argay Neighborhood Association 
General Meeting 

September 20, 2005 
 
The meeting was called to order by Board Vice President Kathie Condon at 7:02 p.m. at Fire Station 2. 
 
Board Member Attendance 
--Present: Vice President Kathie Condon, Secretary and Livability/Crime Prevention Valerie Curry, Treasurer 
Dana McCray, Traffic/Transportation Tina Scarborough, Parks/Park Patrol Jane Roffey-Berry, Welcome Bonnie 
Scott; Beautification Kyle Ziegler, Land Use Penelope Sanders.    
---(Vacant:  President, Events Planning, Newsletter Editor) 
 
Introductions were made around the room. 
 
Officer Meghan Burkeen, East Precinct 
Officer Burkeen is not aware of any specific scams locally re hurricane Katrina money collections.  She referred 
to the report shared at the July general meeting of illegal entries into garages on Prescott Drive at the beginning 
of summer while homeowners/tenants were on site. Condos around 130th and also on 162nd were targeted.  
She’s not aware of recent reports, but cautioned that garage doors should be kept closed unless someone is 
present; residence doors should be kept locked.   
 
Reports of abandoned vehicles on Prescott Drive and 125th Place continue, as do problems with apartments on 
Sandy Boulevard.  Officer Burkeen reiterated what constitutes an abandoned auto and how to report them.  She 
did not have crime statistics for Argay available. 
 
A member reported that an African-American knocked on their door at 9:45 p.m. claiming he is their paper 
delivery person, says he’s from California, car broke down and he needs only $4.00 to get himself out of the 
situation.  Officer Burkeen said panhandlers make close to $100 a day and if one gives money, the “word goes 
out” and other panhandlers can flock to the area. 
 
A member asked if there were meth problems in Argay.  Officer Burkeen said Argay has fewer problems in the 
residential area; problems are along Sandy Boulevard.  No increase in home burglaries in Argay in the last two 
months.  Burglaries, stealing from construction sites, are occurring around the airport area.   
 
Vice President Condon 
Kathie noted that former President Pete Schmidt had resigned in August, preparatory to moving to Gresham.  
She explained she has four teenagers and a demanding job and feels she doesn’t have enough time to properly 
fulfill responsibilities as the president or even as vice president of ANA.  For these reasons will be resigning but 
will preside over our meetings temporarily.  She and her family will of course continue to do volunteer work in 
Argay as their schedules permit.  She announced that ANA is seeking volunteers to fill five seats on the board:  
President, Vice President, Secretary, Events Planning, Newsletter Editor. 
 
Alice Ford asked to be considered as a volunteer for Events Planning.  She will attend the October board 
meeting. 
 
Minutes of July 19 Board Meeting.  Tina’s motion, seconded by Dana, that the minutes of the July 19 general 
meeting be approved as submitted, passed unanimously.  
 
Guest speaker: ONI Housing Inspector Victor Unkow - 823-7318 
Mr. Unkow discussed whom one calls to report various code violations.  On public right-of way, trees overgrown 
into streets or onto sidewalks are reported to Urban Forester who will trim.  A dead tree in public right-of-way is 
reported to Mr. Unkow.  He responds to complaints of illegal dumping on private property, and inoperable cars 
parked in private driveways or elsewhere on the property. It will take time to acquire a warrant to enter back 
yards or fenced property (“we need to follow private property laws”).  Operable vehicles parked on lawns can be 
tagged by calling Compliance Services.  Abandoned vehicles or cars parked on public right of ways which are 
not currently registered or are inoperable are handled by Abandoned Autos (823-6814, or 823-7309) or police.  
Cars with flat tires, no battery, etc., can be tagged. He notes a car parked 2-3 weeks or more without moving 



could be stolen, or it might belong to someone temporarily away.  Call police re cars parked on sidewalks or with 
expired tags.   
 
Call Compliance Services if a vehicle or motor home is parked in the back yard or on a lawn, or if a large vehicle 
(such as an RV) is parked on a public street so close to a driveway that residents can't see around it when trying 
to leave the driveway.  A member asked about a semi tractor parked on Fremont Street.  Mr. Unkow said semis 
can't park in residential districts.  Home businesses are limited to what is permitted in this regard. 
 
"We don't do 'ugly'; a wall with primer paint will not be responded to; peeling paint is different."  He responds to 
complaints of mobile motor homes with people living in them. The process takes time: pictures are taken, insure 
someone is actually living in it, etc.  After notice is issued, they have 30 days to move the vehicle or they are 
fined by the City.  If they don't obey, Mr. Unkow has to get a hearing date, go before a hearing officer, get a 
warrant, go with police to remove them. "Some people have problems-age, mental illness.  We have to find 
housing, find help to get the place cleaned up.  All this takes time."  There are only 9 inspectors; two have 
assignments other than property inspection.  Mr. Unkow's area covers I-205 to Columbia Blvd, Gresham, Happy 
Valley to airport.  He's been getting about 40 calls a day. 
 
The extent of a problem may bring different responses.  If residents leave a little trash in front of their door, he 
might write them a note.  If a lot of trash is left around, a citation will be issued.  If cited person doesn't 
cooperate, "we will issue a warrant and get it done." 
 
Housing cases:  a complaint of one broken window isn't responded to.  If rental property, numerous violations 
will bring citations.  Case histories are looked at when complaints come in, permits, whether something has 
been added illegally.  It takes time to check back into county archives, then work with homeowner or property 
owner.  Fines can be issued monthly; after six months, fines double.  In a housing case: if roof is leaking, paint 
peeling, vacant, call the intake number.  If it's an emergency, call Mr. Unkow directly and he will get there the 
same day.  But unless it's urgent, contact the intake office and within a couple of days the issue will get to Mr. 
Unkow.  Mr. Unkow is presently working on some apartment houses along Sandy Boulevard.  Generally, he 
covers the northeast one day, southeast the next day. Southeast is larger than northeast.  Nuisances: it can 
take a couple of days for him to respond.  His office also does foster care inspections.  If someone is building 
without a permit, call Compliance Services who will come out and inspect.  However, if someone is living in the 
structure, Mr. Unkow takes over.  He also responds if someone is living in a garage without a permit for 
improvements.  Dangerous building, not occupied: call Compliance Services.  If people living in it, call Mr. 
Unkow. 
 
People are no longer required to cut down blackberry bushes, but they must be trimmed back five feet from a 
property line.  "If they're encroaching on your fence line, if we can see it from your property, we will tell them to 
cut it back five feet.  Other bushes we don't handle."  While some people are bad about cutting grass, his office 
doesn’t tell people how to manicure lawns.  Covering carports with tarps is permitted.  Mr. Unkow can often be 
reached by phone between 7:30 and 9:30 a.m. at 823-7318.  Otherwise leave a voice mail message. 
 
[Note to Minutes: The Directory Service  823-4000 provides a number and/or connection to any city or county 
office or employee.] 
 
Treasurer’s Report. 
We’ve recently completed two events:  National Night Out was highly successful, and $285 was donated to ANA 
from proceeds of a burger special/free corn feed at Venture Inn sponsored by Rossi Farms and Venture Inn.  
The treasurer invited anyone wanting more specific information about the treasury to see her after the meeting, 
adding that we have a healthy balance in our account right now.  
 
Parks/Park Patrol 
Jane reported:  the perennial bed is filling in; donations of plants are being accepted.  The bed isn’t yet mature.  
We are trying to let Mother Nature do our irrigation.  Two new people are helping out this year.  The public has 
always respected the planted area in the park. 
 
The Park Patrol continues throughout the end of September; there were four new recruits this year.  They have 
found only one drug baggie this season. 
 



Beautification 
Kyle reminded those attending that for $75 they can add to the top of an Argay street sign an Argay 
Neighborhood sign topper. 
 
A member asked if the City ever enforces the law re signs on telephone poles and posted signs that block vision 
of drivers. The conclusion was, “obviously not.” 
 
Welcome Newcomers 
Bonnie reported that newcomer Ellis found ANA on the internet and has been welcomed to the neighborhood. 
 
Land Use 
Penelope said there are no new land-use issues. 
 
Traffic/Transportation 
Tina reported at length: PDOT’s promised report of a 72-hour speed check/traffic count on specific Argay 
residential streets did not reach her prior to this meeting.  Re Greg Reisman’s offer to help look for grants to 
cover cost of speed bumps: PDOT (Will Stevens) now reports we are “not within the grant writing area of Metro.”  
It is reported a pilot study using speed bumps is being done on SE 21st, in the SW, and on NW Germantown 
Road (but none in the NE).  If the results are considered successful after 90 days, Argay “might qualify” for 
speed bumps, but residents would have to pay $2,000 per speed bump which PDOT says must be between 400 
and 600 feet apart.  “Successful” means that traffic normally traveling those areas does not divert to other 
streets to avoid the speed bumps. Tina noted that when ANA asked in the past for some stop signs to slow 
traffic, the answer was, “traffic signs don’t stop traffic.”  ANA’s request for additional “25 mph” signs was 
answered with, “Do you know how hard it is to keep track of a quarter million signs?” 
 
A member observed that excessive speeding in the residential area has caused three serious accidents in the 
past couple of years.  The bio swale just installed at NE 131st & Fremont was discussed.  It does not appear to 
be slowing traffic, according to some who live nearby.   
 
Open Forum  
Those attending were invited to make comments, share information, ask questions. 
 
Covenants:  The group discussed whether covenants in Argay are still in effect; one member said two years ago 
he had to sign covenants when buying; another member said covenants transferred to the City when Argay was 
annexed.  Kyle Ziegler recommended the member check with his title company to clarify. 
 
Tree Trimming:  Discussion whether neighbors could be required to trim trees that have blocked out views.   It 
was suggested the City Forester could be invited to address this subject at a future meeting. 
 
Builders Association:  Brief discussion whether a Builders Association was in effect.   
 
Disproportionate Property Tax Assessments:  A member brought to the attention of the assembly an article by 
Scott Learn in the “In Portland” section of the Thursday, September 1, issue of The Oregonian on 
disproportionate property taxes assessed in Oregon which pointed out, inter alia, that buyers in Portland east of 
82nd Avenue pay far more taxes on modest properties than home buyers in broad swaths of North and inner 
Northeast pay on expensive homes.  One member observed that “we pay 71% while another area pays 52%.”  
The article mentioned the possibility of a future class action suit.  Those present asked if ANA would invite 
someone to brief on this subject at the November general meeting.  The secretary agreed to do so. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 Valerie Curry, Secretary 
 
 


