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East Portland Parks Coalition 
MINUTES THURSDAY, 

January 6, 2010 
7:00 – 8:30 PM 1017 NE 117TH AVENUE

Portland, OR 97220
MEETING 
CALLED BY Alesia Reese 

TYPE OF 
MEETING Regular Monthly 

NOTE TAKER Alesia 

ATTENDEES 

Mary Walker            
Eliza Lindsay           
Dolores Wood         
Arlene Kimura         
Jenny Glass            
Tom Lewis   
Jim Labbe  
Doug Brenner  
Mark White 
Alesia Reese 
Lore Wintergreen  
Linda Robinson        

 
Friends of Powell Butte, Lents Neighborhood Association 
East Portland Neighborhood Office 
Greening of Powellhurst Gilbert, Chair 
Hazelwood Neighborhood Association, Chair 
East Neighborhood Office  
Parklane Park, Centennial Neighborhood Association, Chair 
Audubon Society of Portland 
Portland Parks and Recreation, Service Manager 
Powellhurst Gilbert Neighborhood Association, Chair 
Woodland Park Neighborhood Association, Chair 
East Portland Action Plan 
Hazelwood Neighborhood Association Parks Committee, Chair 
Portland Parks Board, Gateway Green and Gateway Park 

 GATEWAY GREEN LINDA

DISCUSSION 

Gateway Green Project has moved forward with the signing of the Declaration of 
Cooperation on Dec 10, 2010.  That agreement designates Portland Parks and Recreation as 
the lead agency.  PP&R will sign the agreement with ODOT and be responsible for 
operations and maintenance once the site is developed.  Other stakeholders must raise the 
funds for development. Two dozen organizations signed the Declaration of Cooperation last 
month.  There will be an opportunity for others to sign the document later this year.  
 
Most of the recreational components will be developed in Phase I with the most active 
features located at the south end nearer the Gateway Regional Center. There will be a 
variety of bicycle activities including a pump track, gravity activities, single track and more.  
There will also be trails for walking, running and dog walking.  There will be a bicycle skills 
area and a natural play area for children.  Portable toilets, to be installed in Phase I, will be 
replaced with permanent restroom and a shelter in Phase 2, after water can be brought into 
the site.  Phase 2 will include a major storm water feature, alternative energy generation 
demo projects and more.  Phase 3 will add a bike-pedestrian bridge to reconnect the area 
with Rocky Butte and possibly one or two walking trails on the Butte itself. 
 
We have a concept plan, developed and refined over the past two or three years.  A more 
detailed Master Plan will be developed over the next 18 months, with construction expected 
to begin in 2012.  At this time, it's expected the project will be ready for use in mid-2013.   
 
In response to a question about providing info at the site about other East Portland parks, 
Linda indicated there will be definitely be signage about Rocky Butte and its relationship to 
the other East Portland Buttes, possibly including an informational kiosk.  The project was 
conceived as a way to help;"re-brand" the Gateway area and East Portland in general and is 
expected to draw people from a wide area -- so it makes sense to use it, in some way, to 
introduce people to other things the area has to offer. 

www.gatewaygreenpdx.org/  
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CONCLUSIONS Signed agreements with agencies, bureaus and neighborhoods have begun, including the 
recently adoption support of the East Portland Neighborhood Association Chairs group.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Declaration of Support from East Portland Parks Coalition Alesia 02-03-11 

 E-I205 INTIATIVE LINDA

DISCUSSION 
City of Portland Parks Commissioner Nick Fish has begun discussion of an initiative for parks 
in East Portland. Directing resources to parks east of the I-205 highway would be used to 
lessen the equity gap between East Portland parks and those in the rest of the city. 

The Parks Foundation funds are generally used to support youth scholarships for park activities and fund 
activities like the climbing wall.  

CONCLUSIONS Small grants could be used to create a video showing the needs of East Portland parks.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Continue to monitor progress of E-I205 Initiative All On going 

 CITYWIDE TREE POLICY LINDA

DISCUSSION 

Stakeholder group has reviewed the existing codes located among different bureaus and 
agencies.  
Goals 

1. Create a separate City Code Title (11) for tree codes-centralized in one location. 
2. Provide credit for preserving small groves of trees 
3. Provide flexibility  
4. Regulate tree removal (20 inch diameter) 
5. Establish central hotline for tree removal-to determine immediately if legal permit 

issued for tree cuttings. 
The plan will provide code enforcement and a tree manual introduction to support replanting of trees and 
improving the growth of the city’s tree canopy. 

CONCLUSIONS Tree Code goes before City Council on Wednesday, February 2, 2011 at 6:30 for public 
testimony. All are encouraged to attend or write letter of support. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Letter of support to City Council for Title 11 Tree Code 
enactment. (Note attachment) Alesia 02-02-2011 

 PARKLANE PARK TOM

DISCUSSION 

Parklane Park will be engaged in summer activities, but a new effort to improve the existing 
5 acre park is underway. Determined to demonstrate to the neighborhood that waiting for 
funds to develop the additional 20 acres of the park should not dominate other activities 
and improvements to existing park amenities, including the present play structure. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Engage residents in upgrading the current amenities at Parklane will provide encouragement 
that one day the rest of the park will be developed. The unimproved site may lend itself to 
the placement of a soccer field, for example. 
centennial.eastportland.org 

 PARK BUREAU UPDATE DOUG

DISCUSSION 
 Movies in the Park events are filling up fast, encourage those interested to submit 

their applications soon. 
 Current Park budget reduction may be less than anticipated at 1.5% 

Question: How much do volunteer hours impact the Park budget? 
A. The East Portland Community Center last year had 1900 volunteer hours with 6 individuals being 

interns from David Douglas High School. Volunteers are crucial to the Park Bureau budget and 
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supporting park programming and services. 
Those citizens attending this meeting reported 135 hours of volunteer work for December 2010. 
 
Portland Parks & Recreation will not hold a community budget meeting in January, but will post the 
Requested Budget online at www.portlandparks.org for the public to comment on the one-year proposed 
reductions. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

East Portland Parks Coalition to report volunteer hours monthly Alesia On going 
 

 GREENING OF POWLLHURST GILBERT DOLORES

DISCUSSION 
Events in January: 15th Friends of Trees will have a planting event. 
              January 17th MLK National Day of Service, an ivy pull on the Springwater Trail. 
                          At the last ivy pull more than 8,000 square feet of ivy was removed. 

CONCLUSIONS Signage to inform residents of the events occurring would help to promote events and 
fundraising.  www.pgpride.org/greening-committee               

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Signage to be created for PGNA events Dolores On going 
 

 POWELL BUTTE MARY

DISCUSSION Shooting (gunfire) has occurred at the Butte recently. Portland Police have 
responded and continue to monitor the situation. 

Next summer begin the process for reservoir construction, lasting for months. 

A proposal by the Loaves and Fishes program for a garden at the East Portland Community Center is being 
evaluated.  

CONCLUSIONS Continue the discussion of a garden for the East Portland Community Center. 

www.portlandonline.com/parks/finder/index.cfm?PropertyID=104&action=ViewPark  
 
 

INFORMATION 

Mark White 
 Water Bureau reservoir work on Kelly Butte may be able to connect a 

trail between Division and Powell Streets. 
 March 26th restoration event includes an ivy pull being performed by SE 

Works, an organization that helps to re-integrate formerly incarcerated 
individuals into society. 

 August 2nd, Tuesday will be Neighbor Night Out for PGNA at Earl Boyles 
Park. 

 East Portland EXPO will be held July 16th and 17th at Ed Benedict Park. 

AUDOBON SOCIETY 
OF PORTLAND 

Jim Labbe described the open Community Coordinator Position which will be 
through the Audubon Society of Portland. The position description has been 
provided. They will work at Audubon’s ‘satellite office; which is located at Leach 
Botanical Garden. 
Jim is working with Gresham resident in the Rockwood area to apply for a Metro 
Nature in the Neighborhood grant to develop the park site that they acquired, a 
grant funding is necessary for the work to be done. 
http://audubonportland.org   
Note attachment, following.        

GATEWAY PARK 

Linda Robinson explained that the final meeting of the Gateway Park Citizen’s 
Advisory Committee was held in December. The final Master Plan includes a few 
modifications in response to comments received. Most notably, they made a few 
changes to make it easier for parents to watch kids playing in both play areas at 
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the same time. They also added a large curb-cut near the toilets that will serve 
as a staging area.  www.pdc.us/ura/gateway.asp  

URBAN FORESTY 
COMMISSION 

2 vacancies are currently on the Urban Forestry Commission  
www.portlandonline.com/parks/index.cfm?c=41487  

ANNOUNCEMENT 
9th Annual Urban Ecology and Conservation Symposium  
Monday, January 24, 2011 from 8:00 – 6:00 at PSU Smith Center Ballroom 
www.uercportland.org  

NEXT MEETING Thursday, February 3, 2011 
7:00 PM 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 Alesia J. Reese 
 East Portland Parks Committee 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Take Action to Better Protect Portland’s Trees for People and Wildlife! 

 
Please make your voice heard to the City Council by February 2nd when the City Council will take testimony 
on proposed tree policy reforms initiated by local residents back in 2005. 
 
We need you to: 
 
1.      Email the City Council and urge them to adopt the tree policy reforms on February 2nd without further 
delay. The reforms will make the city’s tree policies more equitable, more comprehensive, and simpler for 
everyone to understand. See more detail and contact information below about why they should adopt the tree 
reforms. 
 
2.      Attend an upcoming open house (Wednesday January 19, 2010, 4:30 - 7 p.m. at 1900 SW Fourth Ave. -
Room 2500) and support needed tree reforms. 
 
3.      Submit written or public testimony to the City Council 6 p.m. on February 2nd at City Hall. 
     
Large mature trees, like this Oregon White Oak (right), are home for wildlife, like this Western Screech Owl 
(left). Proposed tree reforms would ensure that all trees over 20 inches in diameter are replaced if removed 
and better protected when new development is proposed. Photograph by Joe Blowers. 
 
Background: 
 
On February 2, the Portland City Council will take public testimony on new city-wide reforms to simplify and 
improve policies for preserving, protecting, and planting urban trees to expand tree canopy.  These reforms 
were initiated in 2005 by a group of residents in SW Portland who wrote a report identifying gaps and 
inconsistencies in existing tree policies, code complexities that led to confusion, and the need for better 
enforcement. In 2007, hundreds of residents from across Portland urged the City Council to conduct a 
comprehensive review of tree policies based the SW Tree Committee Report and propose reforms. After over 3 
years of stakeholder review and deliberation- including considerable delays- the Council is finally poised to 
adopt needed and long over-due reforms. 
 
The draft reforms would:  
 
·        Result in a 100-acre increase in tree canopy per year through increased tree protection and planting. 
·        Safeguard millions of dollars in public and private investment to improve Portland’s watersheds. 
·        Improve neighborhood livability by enhancing air and water quality, scenery, and wildlife habitat while  
reducing summertime temperatures, landslide hazard, and flooding over the long-term. 
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·        Increase neighborhood property values and public safety, especially by ensuring street trees are better 
protected. 
·        Consolidate and simplify tree regulations into one chapter of the zoning code. Standardize and 
streamline the tree permit system. 
·        Improve enforcement and establish a single city hotline for all tree related issues so that residents can 
get their questions answered. 
·        Protect tree canopy more consistently across the city and help achieve Portland’s targets for increasing 
tree canopy. 
·        Elevate planning and protection for trees in the planning and development review process, especially 
for public works projects impacting street trees. 
·        Expand education through a community tree manual and neighborhood tree plans. 
In your emails and public comments/testimony tell the Council why tree protection matters in your 
neighborhood and urge the Council to adopt the package of reforms as soon as possible. 
 
For background and more information see the SW Tree Committee Report, City-wide Tree Project website and 
a summary of proposed reforms.   
 
Portland City Council Contact Information  
 
SAM ADAMS, MAYOR 
Commissioner of Finance and Administration 
1221 SW 4th Ave, Room 340, 97204 
(503)823-4120 
website: http://www.portlandonline.com/mayor/ 
e-mail: mayorsam@portlandoregon.gov 
 
AMANDA FRITZ 
Amanda Fritz, Commissioner 
1221 SW 4th Ave, Room 220, 97204 
(503)823-3008 
website:http://www.portlandonline.com/fritz/ 
e-mail: Amanda@portlandoregon.gov 
 
NICK FISH 
Position Number 2 
1221 SW 4th Ave, Room 240, 97204 
(503) 823-3589 
website: www.portlandonline.com/fish 
e-mail: Nick@portlandoregon.gov 
 
RANDY LEONARD 
Position Number 4 
1221 SW 4th Ave, Room 210, 97204 
(503)823-4682 
website: http://www.portlandonline.com/leonard 
e-mail: randy@portlandoregon.gov 
 
DAN SALTZMAN 
Position Number 3 
1221 SW 4th Ave, Room 230, 97204 
(503)823-4151 
website:http://www.portlandonline.com/saltzman 
e-mail: dsaltzman@portlandoregon.gov 
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Audubon Society of Portland 
Jan 15, Saturday, 8am-11am. Powell Butte Birding for Northern Shrikes with Ron Escano Join leader Ron 
Escano for a walk to find a Northern Shrike. This has been a very reliable trip for Northern Shrikes in the past. 
Meet at 8am at the top of the butte parking lot at the end of SE 162nd Avenue. Turn south on SE 162nd 
Avenue off Powell BLVD and drive to the top of the butte. Bring binoculars, dress for the weather and 
beginners welcome. If you have any questions call Ron at 503-771-3454. 
 
February 9, 7-9pm - Leach Manor House- Come Learn about Portland Audubon's Backyard Habitat Certification 
Program and how you can get technical support and discounts to improve wildlife habitat in your backyard. 
Speaker: Ariana Longanecker. 
 
February 26, 9-11AM. Morning Birdwalk along the Gresham-Fairview Trail with Portland Audubon staff Steve 
Engel and Jim Labbe. Directions: Meet at 9AM at the Linnemann Station Springwater Corridor Trailhead. To 
get to Linnemann Station take Powell Blvd west past SE 182nd and turn right on Powell Loop. Go south and 
west along Powell Loop for 1/10 of a mile. Linnemann Station will be on your left along the Springwater 
Corridor Trail. You can also get to Linnemann station by cycling 14 miles east of Portland along the 
Springwater Corridor Trail. 
 
March 22, 7-9 PM - Leach Manor House- Join Maggie Skendarian and other BES staff for a presentation on 
Johnson Creek Floodplain Restoration for Biodiversity. 
 
April 26, 7-9PM - Leach Manor House- Noelwah Netusil, Professor of Economics at Reed College will speak on 
the contribution of trees, green streets, and natural areas to local property values. Come learn about her 
research on how green infrastructure enhancements build community and individual wealth. 
 
7:30-8:30AM, May 27. Nadaka Nature Park Morning Bird Walk with Jim Labbe and Lee Dayfield. Join Jim 
Labbe with Audubon Society of Portland and Lee Dayfield with Wilkes East Neighborhood Association for 
morning stroll through Nakada Nature Park in West Gresham. We'll explore the natural and human history of 
this unique neighborhood nature park and learn about efforts afoot to expand the park, improve access and 
environmental interpretation, and enhance its wildlife habitat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


