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Argay Notes 

April 10, 11, 14:  East Precinct seeks volunteers for a couple of hours a week to man East Precinct’s new 
Contact Office at 11036 NE Sandy Boulevard, answer phones, answer questions from drop-in visitors. Training 
for this community service will be provided April 10, 11, 14.  For more information, contact Jenni Bernheisel, ONI 
Crime Prevention Coordinator,  823-2781 or jenni.bernheisel@ci.portland.or.us    

 April 19 Ride for Education – Supporting the District .  Steve Voorhees writes:   
Time: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Entry fees: $10.00 per Student, $15.00 per adult 
The 2008 RFE is proud to announce that we are going District-wide! What does this mean to you? Imagine a 
beautiful April morning on Earth Day Weekend. Friends and classmates from all (6) schools in the district are 
gathering in the Middle School parking lot where they are about to embark with their families and friends on a 
ride through the district to showcase their support and also to share some quality time together.  
Start at the Parkrose Middle School and enjoy a 2-, 5-, 10-, or 20-mile ride through the district with stopping 
points along the way.    Help our Kids, Help our Schools 
For more information or to register:  www.parkrosemshs.org 
Contact person: Steve Voorhees -- steve_voorhees@q.com 
 

 April 22 Candidate Fair 
(This should be interesting!)  Here’s your opportunity to evaluate candidates running for Mayor and for two City 
Council positions--at Fir Ridge School, 11215 SE Market Street from 7-9 p.m. Tuesday, April 22.  David Ashton 
will emcee the event.  Would you like to submit questions in advance regarding key East Portland issues? For 
more information, contact Bonny McKnight, bonnymck@comcast.net  (503) 253-6848.  

 Parkrose Farmers Market -- East Portland's OWN Farmers Market !!    Steve Voorhees writes:    
♦The Parkrose Farmers Market Grand Opening is May 3, the first Saturday in May – accompanied by live 
music, clowns, and lots more fun activities to liven our fresh food shopping.  Parkrose Farmers Market is looking 
for persons interested in selling their hand-crafted products and art work at their market on Saturdays 8am-2pm. 
Cost for stall space is $25.00 per Saturday and a $50.00 annual membership fee.  
♦ We jury all products and types of products that people want to sell in the market. We must maintain a family 
friendly environment and we prevent the overstocking of one type of item. We need to have a variety of items. 
♦ Potential vendors will bring a sample of their product along with a list of products they make / grow that they 
wish to sell. The Board of Directors reviews this and gives approval or disapproval.  Parkrose High School’s 
west parking lot. 
♦ For more information go to www.parkrosefarmersmarket.org...   or email steve_voorhees@q.com 
♦ Steve Voorhees, President, PO Box 20007, Portland OR 97294  (503) 890-7152 (cell)     
 
► May 31 Argay Neighborhood Clean-up   
Bonnie Scott is in charge of this event and needs adult volunteers to help direct traffic, sign in users, collect 
fees, etc.  We hope police cadets will be joining us to help with unloading and “tamping down” contents of 
dumpsters. Volunteers are asked to sign up tonight.  This is an especially pleasant volunteer event—Argay has 
some great neighbors who take advantage of May Neighborhood Clean-up to rid their homes of unwanted items 
and spruce up their yards, and it's a pleasure helping them.  
 
►July Garage Sale     
Unless a minimum of eight (8) neighborhood volunteers sign up at the May general meeting, a July 
neighborhood garage sale will not take place under ANA auspices this year. 
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►August 5 Neighbors Night Out Against Crime   
This event requires many volunteers, some of whom have 
faithfully shown up year after year to paint the kids’ faces, plan and 
oversee kids’ games, provide music, etc.  But we need other 
volunteers to help serve food in shifts; someone with a pickup 
truck (and some muscles) to collect and return to Parkrose High 
School the tables and chairs we borrow;  some strong people to 
help put up and take down the Information Booth tent.  This event 
becomes larger every year, and last year we had to recruit some 
volunteers from outside the Community. We’re required to make 
plans 2-1/2 months in advance, file papers with the City, etc., so 
we need at least 25 Argay volunteers to sign up at our May 
meeting. You can even sign up tonight!  Help us ensure this 
popular event can take place this year.   
 
BOARD REPORTS 
►Community Outreach – Bonnie Scott  

I welcomed to the community Mr. and Mrs. Nunez on Fremont 
and Mrs. Nguyen on Fremont Court.  We provide newcomers 
with local contact information and a little welcome gift.  If there 
are other newcomers in Argay you’d like us to call on, let us 
know.   

 
►Parks & Park Patrol – Jane Roffey-Berry 

At Argay Park the Porta Potty was set on fire in late 2007, and 
in January was completely destroyed by fire. Parks was 
charged $ 600 for the replacement unit, which is now sited 
closer to 141st to allow easier access for the service truck to 
work on it.  Discussions have begun about getting a grant to 
widen the park path so that the service truck can maneuver 
without driving on the turf and the irrigation lines. The Porta 
Potty could be enclosed in a cage that could be locked and 
unlocked every day, but Parks would rely on a volunteer to do 
this. The new Maintenance Supervisor is considering removing 
the Porta Potty over the winter months in future, to avoid a 
recurrence of last winter’s vandalism. 
 
The flowerbed volunteers began working early in March on the 
perennial bed. Urban Forestry has done some pruning around 
the basketball court to give us more sunlight, and they will be  
returning to remove the scruffy arborvitae near the new Porta 
Potty site to improve the sight lines there. 
Park Patrol training will be held in May, for any new or 
returning volunteers. We will have the East Precinct 
Commander, Mike Crebs, this year at the training session. 
Anyone with reports of unsavory activity in the park is 
encouraged to call Jane at 503-253-8625 so follow-up can 
occur with Crime Prevention and the Police Dept.  Argay Park 
crime statistics are checked monthly with the police, and 
though no crimes or suspicious activity has been reported for 
2008, except for the Porta Potty fire, it has come to our 
attention that rumors are being circulated that the park is 
unsafe. Let’s nip this problem in the bud. 
 

 
There has been a lot of interest in the Public Advisory 
Committee for the master plan for Beech Park, with many 
names of citizens being added to the list for consideration. 

 
►Friends of Trees writes:  Friends of Trees is a non-profit 
organization that does tree plantings here in Portland.  We did a 
tree planting in your neighborhood on March 1 and are looking 
forward to doing more in the future!   We need neighborhood 
coordinators to work with Friends of Trees to increase interest in 
planting trees in your neighborhood.   For more information, 
contact Whitney Dorer, whitneyd@friendsoftrees.org or 503-
282-8846 ext. 21. 
 
►Code Compliance:  Find easily-read parking standards for 
houses and duplexes, requirements for fences, retaining walls, 
decks, flag lots, home businesses (called “home occupations”) 
etc., at   
http://www.portlandonline.com/index.cfm?mode=search&search_action=
SearchResults&c=cgaad 
then type ZONING CODES into the Search Keywords box . 
This website also provides phone numbers to call for further 
information. 
 
►Burgerville - An Argay  Booster – Valerie Curry  
Burgerville has long been extraordinarily supportive of the 
communities in which they’re located, contributing many 
thousands of dollars of free food to countless events, sometimes 
providing manager and staff who bring the cooking equipment, 
cook, and help serve food. In fact, they’re a major reason for the 
popularity of Argay’s Neighbors Night Out, which gets larger each 
year. If you look at Wikipedia’s facts on Burgerville’s choice of the 
best beef, fish, local food, its focus on environmental practices and 
its care of employees (health coverage is provided) you’ll see why 
this locally-based company’s prices may be a little higher than 
some competitors -- but they do have a senior discount!  The 
current economic situation is requiring restaurants to cut back their 
contributions to communities, so to me, it’s “payback time.” Now, 
when arranging smaller meetings with local or City folks, I always 
ask if we can meet at Burgerville where we can buy lunch, or a 
drink, and talk.  It’s quiet, it’s convenient, and it’s a way to say 
“Thank you, Burgerville, for all you’ve done for Argay and other 
communities.”   
 
►Theft from recycle bins: letter from retired attorney to 
Mayor’s office   
I recently called the Portland Police non-emergency number to 
report recycling theft by an individual driving through the 
neighborhood taking all the cans and bottles from the curbside 
bins.  I was ultimately told by the dispatcher that "any material 
placed at the curb is accessible to the general public", and that 
there is no law against taking it.  This is not the case. 
 
Section 17.102.040 creates an enforceable penalty for this crime: 
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17.102.040 Residential Collection Franchise Required.  
(Amended by Ordinance Nos. 165625, 169103, 176630 and 
178422, effective  June 18, 2004.)  
E. No person other than the City Approved Residential Recycler or  
Recycling District may remove recyclable material that is set out in 
or next to a City-provided Residential yellow recycling bin set out 
at a Residence. 
 
17.102.045 Penalties for Unauthorized Collection of Recyclable  
Material.  (Added by Ordinance Nos. 168855l; amended by 
169103 and 177360  effective May 2, 2003.)  
A. Penalty Amounts:  
1. Persons found in violation of Subsections 17.102.040 E. or  
17.102.120E. are subject to civil penalties of up to $500.  
2. A second violation of these Subsections by the same person 
may be subject to civil penalties of up to $750.  
3. Third and subsequent violations of these Subsections by the 
same  person may be subject to civil penalties of up to $1000.  
4. Civil penalties may be assessed on a per day or per occurrence 
basis.  
 
This crime may seem petty and inconsequential to some, but it 
has wide-ranging effects on the neighborhoods where it occurs. 
 
Allowing recycling theft to occur unchecked encourages 
undesirable individuals into neighborhoods, often addicts looking 
for easy drug  money, or money to buy alcohol.  The time they 
spend in front of homes rummaging through the recycling bins 
provides them the opportunity to identify and exploit other 
opportunities for theft, including but not limited to items from cars 
and garages. 
 
Besides the direct issue of increased crime, theft of carefully 
collected, sorted and placed material has a damping effect on 
participation in the recycling program.  If all we are doing through 
our efforts to recycle is providing easily accessed material for 
poachers to steal, then why make the effort?  Besides creating a 
great deal of frustration for homeowners, the loss of this material 
to the hauler takes money out of our pockets.  The offset we 
receive to our garbage bills is directly impacted by the loss of 
revenue from these materials. 
 
Finally, the practice of recycling theft is a nuisance.  Unsavory 
looking individuals shuffling through the neighborhood, the noise  
of bottles and cans rattling at all hours of the night, dogs barking at 
the  interlopers, and paper strewn all over the street after the bins  
have been rifled through, all contribute to a loss of quality of life in 
our  neighborhoods. 
 
I have noted through some cursory research that other cities 
educate their police and citizens about this issue, and provide 
either a hotline or web form to report incidents, or both.  At the 
very least, it would be nice if the police would acknowledge the 
problem, and the existence of the law already on the books. 
 

Please feel free to contact me at [xx] or by email, to let me know 
what you plan to do to address this issue.   # # # 
 


